UNIVERSITA CATTOLICA DEL SACRO CUORE
MILANO

Dottorato di ricerca in Istituzioni e Politiche
ciclo XXX
S.S.D: SPS/04

THE AMERICAN PRAGMATIC TRADITION: A USEFUL
TOOLKIT FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS?
THE CASE OF THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION AND
ITS FOREIGN POLICY.

Tesi di Dottorato di Sara Siddi
Matricola: 4412044

Anno Accademico 2016 /2017






UNIVERSITA
CATTOLICA

del Sacro Cuore

Dottorato di ricerca in Istituzioni e Politiche
ciclo XXX
S.S.D: SPS/04

THE AMERICAN PRAGMATIC TRADITION: A USEFUL
TOOLKIT FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS?
THE CASE OF THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION AND
ITS FOREIGN POLICY

Coordinatore: Ch.mo Prof. Paolo Colombo

Tesi di Dottorato di Sara Siddi
Matricola: 4412044

Anno Accademico 2016 / 2017






To Valeria Solesin and Giulio Regeni.

Researchers.

“The most important attitude that can
be formed is that of desire to go on

learning.” — John Dewey


https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/42738.John_Dewey




List of Abbreviations

List of Figures

Introduction

CONTENTS

Chapter 1 — The Foundations of Philosophical Pragmatism

1.1.  The origins and meanings attached to the term pragmatism

1.2.  The basic principles of pragmatism

1.3.  Pragmatism and International Relations: a much-needed

interaction

1.3.1.
1.3.2.
1.3.3.

(Neo)Realism
Liberalism and neoliberal institutionalism

Constructivism

1.4. Pragmatism’s contributions to IR: on method and content

1.4.1.
1.4.2.
1.4.3.
1.4.4.
1.4.5.
1.4.6

Empiricist insight

Stoic optimism and fallibilism

Community of inquiry and collaborative culture
Theory synthesis

Analytic eclecticism

Abduction

Chapter 2 — Barack Obama and Pragmatism

2.1.  The influence of pragmatism on Barack Obama’s educational and

political growth

2.1.1.

2.1.2.

Chicago: community organizing, the University of
Chicago and the Deweyan influence

One of Obama’s “favorite philosophers”: Reinhold
Niebuhr

2.2.  Obama’s foreign policy: the guiding principles

10
10
15
19

20
24
26
28
31
32
34
36
37
39

43
43

46

50

61



2.2.1. Can we talk of an Obama Doctrine?

2.2.2. Pragmatist principles and Obama’s world vision

2.2.3. Obama’s grand strategy: how to read the 2010 and 2015
NSS
2.2.3.1. White House 2010 National Security Strategy
2.2.3.2. White House 2015 National Security Strategy

Chapter 3 — Case study 1: US-Cuba relations
3.1.  The history before the change: U.S.-Cuba past relations
3.2.  The Obama initiative: the pragmatist impulse toward
normalization
3.3. Obama’s remarks to the people of Cuba
3.4.  Closing remarks

Chapter 4 — Case study 2: US-Israel relations
4.1.  The special relationship: ties that bind

4.2.  New shades, same color: the slippery relations between the U.S.

and Israel under Obama and Netanyahu
4.3. Obama’s remarks to the people of Israel
4.4.  Closing remarks
Conclusions

References

Acknowledgements

61
69
80

81
85

89

89

93

99
103

105

106

120

132
136

138

143

176



