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The thesis focused on the impact of the crusader ideal in the Venetian and Genoese context during 

the second half of the 14th century. The call for the Later Crusades is an interesting case for delving 

into the mentality and situation of the merchant classes in the Mediterranean world. I investigated the 

human and psychological reactions to the “fourteenth-century crisis”, analyzing the changes 

undergone by the idea of Crusade, the changes in objectives, participants, and attraction: the Crusade 

no longer seemed to be something capable of responding to the spiritual needs of the moment. Thanks 

to the linguistic changes of the papal letters, it is possible to reconstruct the changes that occurred in 

the 14th century, from the passagium towards the Holy Land to a defensive expedition against the 

Turks. The enthusiasm for the Crusade of the European aristocracy or the devotional ferments, aimed 

at domestic destinations, were balanced by the more pragmatic position of the Mediterranean 

merchants. The perception of the Crusade and the attitudes of the Genoese and Venetians switched 

between attraction and indifference. I analyzed the economic and naval contraction of the two centers, 

showing the increasing of the public debt and the minor number of ships and galleys in the fleets. The 

little commitment in the Eastern Crusades was linked to a reduction of means and possibilities, and 

not only to a lack of will. The slave component also indicates a different type of relationship with the 

otherness, more domestic but changed in its connotations. 

The research then focused on the changed sensitivity of the chronicles (for Genoa, Giorgio Stella; 

for Venice, Enrico Dandolo, Raffaino de Caresini, Antonio Morosini and others); the mental 

detachment from the East, the feeling of the Turkish danger, the changes in religiosity and the anxiety 

perceived. The religious destinations of the last wills show new trends, with the disappearance of the 

Crusade and the increasing of new sacred beneficiaries. The formulas in wills and documents testify 

the perception of the outside world. I reconstructed the indulgences and the opinions that outside 

observers had on the commitment of Genoa and Venice. At the same time, the attendance with 

Jerusalem was resumed in a peaceful way by the pilgrimages, of which Venice was the main carrier 

during the 14th century. The Holy Land and the Crusades against the Turks had taken two different 

paths. Finally, I investigated the Eastern Mediterranean frontier – with its theorizations – and the real 

participation of Genoa and Venice in the 14th-century Crusades, showing the pragmatic behavior of 

merchants. Genoese and Venetians did not seem to be only dedicated to profit and lacking idealistic 

impulses: many individuals participated in the crusading expeditions (Alexandria in 1365, Amedeus 

VI of Savoy in 1366, the wars with the Mamluks, the defense of Smyrna, the siege of Constantinople 

1394-1402, Nicopolis in 1396). However, they were aware of the complexity of reality and were 

subjects to new difficulties, so their response was different. The heart of the thesis is in the study of 

mentalities and in the links between the “crisis” of the Late Middle Ages and the crusader ideal; then, 

in showing the position of Genoese and Venetians in respect to the 14th-century Crusades. The 

approach of the study has considered archival documents and not only literary sources, as many 

scholars did. I underlined the environment of the maritime centers and the general Mediterranean 

world, highlighting the role of the Genoese and Venetians in the Later Crusades, often seen only as 

a matter of aristocratic knights of Northern Europe or Cyprus. 
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