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Abstract 

 

This study aims to highlight the perspectives of reform within Islamic Family Law and in the 
field of women’s rights, focusing especially on the case of Pakistan. 

The study is structured in two main parts in the attempt to underline the dialectic between 
Tradition and Modernity. I tried to outline the perspectives of modernization on the Muslim 
Family Law and, more in general, laws affecting women's status, taking into consideration 
the classical evolution of Islamic Law from the period of Jahiliyya to the systematization 
operated by Islam, and the modern trends of reforms in the contemporary world, Pakistan in 
particular. 

The first part is an analysis of the sources of Islamic Law, aimed to delineate, on one hand, 
the instruments of classical and reformist interpretation and the legal procedures which make 
possible an evolution of the Islamic law and, on the other hand, the influences of the 
customary practices. 

The second part focuses on the case of Pakistan. The purposes of this section are to analyze 
the reforms in the field of family law and women’s rights and to examine the significant 
trends and the debate addressing family law and the related eventual challenges and 
opportunities, as emerged during the fieldwork I spent in Pakistan. 

In particular, the country case focuses on the relationships between the official sources of 
law in Pakistan (shari’ah, Constitution and Federal legislation, jurisprudence) and the 
informal ones (customary norms), highlighting the power of Tradition and Tribal customs, 
especially affecting women’s status. The analysis is centered also on the recent legislative 
evolution and on the social reforms and the intellectual debate towards a modernity also 
brought in conformity with the very “spirit of Islam”. 

Islam per se cannot be considered the obstacle to modernization, in fact there are may factors 
affecting this process as patriarchal customary practises, poverty, lack of education and 
awareness, bureaucratic and judiciary inefficiencies, etc...  

Nevertheless, an effective reformation process could be started from social reforms, 
especially in the field of education, even the religious one, in order to produce an “attitudinal 
modernization” and a change in people’s mindset towards a culture of gender equity and 
respect. 
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