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ABSTRACT

There are not clear figures regarding the groupNigferian women who are lured
annually in the sex market in Italy. Facing suatagk number, several questions on the
lives of these unknown women arise: What happenkddrafficking victims who do
not find any form of social aid or assistance? Whiagipens when the former trafficked
women are not able to exit from the trade industry?

According to eyewitness accounts as well as offis@urces, some current madams
were trafficked women in the past. They made aerarethe trafficking hierarchy and
its organised crime groups. The female mobility doi¢ the organisational side of the
trafficking offence represents the most strikin@elcteristic of Nigerian trade industry;
that is, the victims are included by their perseraiias active part of a more complex
criminal project.

Such a distinctive element of Nigerian criminal rabdeeds to be analysed through
new approaches aimed at highlighting: a) gney areasin the trade industry; b) the
intermediate roleghat the individuals hold within the victim/offeed model; c) the
femalevertical mobilityin the trafficking hierarchy.

Through an ethnographic methodological framewadnks study wants to analyse the

multiple female roles in the trafficking industry.
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PART |

CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Research Question: Grey Areas in Nigerian Trafficking for Commercial Sex
Work

“A Nigerian woman, like me, brought me to Italy.eSmade me work in the street
from 2008 to 2011. Then, | attended a social progna. Before starting the
programme, | lived in Genova where | was exploitddre, | met a Nigerian woman
who worked in a restaurant. | knew this woman jostause she was Nigerian and
spoke my same language. She told me that lifeenstreet was not good for me. She
s;%]gested me to change my life. She explained mel lvould do that’(interview no.
12).

These are the words of a Nigerian woman who brakeobthe trafficking business by
entering a social assistance programme (provided bpn-profit association). Now,
there are not clear estimates regarding the nuwiiddigerian women who annually are
lured in the sex industry in Italy (UNICRI 2010;3J.Department of State 2013). Given
such a dark number (Savona and Stefanizzi 200ig)right to wonder what happens to
those women who are not able to exit from the sawket, or who do not find any form
of social assistance, or even who do not wantaedehe trafficking industry.

To find a response to these issues, the lives géidin women who currently hold the
role of entrepreneurs in the trafficking businessstrbe examined; according both to
eyewitness accounts and official sources (Agh&#t; Carchedi et al. 2007; Okojies
2009; Siegel and De Blank 2010), a number of theeotl business-women was past
trafficked girls who made a career in the crimiogdanisation’s hierarchy. Considering
a criminal business model established on recrufngper victims into leadership roles,

the following main question arises:

How do the former trafficked women move from thveeki position of the trafficking

hierarchy to gain the role of entrepreneur of thesimess?

! See Table 2.3, Chapter paragraph 2.3.2.



The analysis of this distinctive issue helps usutmlerstand the way how Nigerian
young women are lead, or even obliged, to comestmg with the THB business.
Through this analysis, the middle positions thatn&a hold when moving towards the

organisational side of the trafficking offence cotodight.

A number of official data identify Italy as one tfe main destination countries of
irregular migration flows from Nigeria (UNICRI 201MNA 2012; IOM 2013). In

accordance with this data, the Annual State Antilem®ivision Report states that
Nigerian residents within Italian borders grew wviban other African citizens during
the last year (DNA 2012). This trend has also beamfirmed by the United Nation
Inter-regional Crime and Justice Research (UNICRihich reveals a significant
increase of Nigerian individuals over the last diecdrom 5,000 — 6,500 units in 2000
to 8,000-10,000 units in 2008 and 2009. The peceliament of this migration is its
gender composition (Prina 2003; IOM 2012): unlike tnajority of African migration

flows (where male usually represents the largegigrg, Nigerian migration is mostly
female. Similarly, the International Organizatiasr Migration (IOM) reports that in

2011 the majority of foreigners received in the @ewof first aid in Lampedusa (Sicily)

was made up of women coming from Nigeria (IOM 2613)

The growing number of Nigerian women in Italy isnoected with the local street
prostitution whereby Nigerians are one of the nmeptesented nationalities because of
a well structured trafficking business: Nigeriamunality, indeed, has been indicated
by the National Antimafia Office as a pervasivargnality in Italy (as well throughout
Europe), principally dedicated to the drug tradevel as the trade in women for sexual
exploitation and falsification of documents (Prig@0p3; UNODC, 2004).

The Nigerian trafficking in humans is characterizsdthree core elements: 1) it is
usually performed by high structured and well-neked Nigerian criminal cells; 2) it
is a female-oriented business; 3) it is based ogorogess which leads the former
trafficked women to become themselves the entrepimsiof the illegal business.

In order to clarify these points, it is worth meming the main feature of Nigerian

migration towards Italy. A relevant migration floinom Nigeria to Italy started in the



1980s’, as one of the effects of the Nigerian eannand political crises; the Nigerian
migrants started to work as day labourers in tonf@tming in the Italian countryside.
In this context, according to certain scholars (@adi et al. 2007), the prostitution of
Nigerian women developed informally to compensaietlie low salaries of seasonal
employment and primarily involved an African cliel®. The prostitution of black
women then increased significantly in responséédacal demand of Italian clients for
sex with foreign women. These Italian customersamed black females as a novel
form of sexual entertainment (Nicola et al. 2008)hen the traffickers realized that
sizeable profits could be earned by sending “eXottomen to the European sex
market, Nigerian women were encouraged by their busbands to leave their country
to work in the lucrative prostitution business (Agbe 2004; Becucci and Massari
2008).

As a consequence of the high profits, Nigerianvirlials started to invest in the THB
and developed networks of organised crime groups ftheir native country to the
trafficking destination ones. In this context, fresence of female entrepreneurs, who
managed the girls brought to EU countries, wasnisgdor the success of the Nigerian
THB industry. According to several official data darempirical research studies
(Aghatise 2004; Okojies, 2009; Prina, 2003; Siegel De Blank 2010), the trafficking
business was taken over by Nigerian women who weal linto trafficking during the
1980s-1990s. After having paid off the debts tarthraffickers, those women brought
other girls to Italy aimed at exploiting these éatin the local sex market. These
businesswomen, known asadamor mamans achieved an important social status in
their original communities, and their success eodnoadventures contributed to
persuade new girls to consider trafficking as aitda career chance (Beneduce, 2006;
interview no.25).

By analysing madams’ life stories, indeed, appdlaas some women move from the
lowest hierarchical position of the trafficking lmesss (the trafficked woman) to the

highest one (the madarh)That is, Nigerian trafficking is fuelled by iteriner victims

2 According to the IOM report, around 1,300 Nigerlaomen were hosted in the Italian Centre for
Identification of illegal Migrants (CIE) in 2011.hBy represent the largest nationality group among
migrants located in this Centre.

3 Even though madams usually play a leadershipinaike trafficking business, it can happen thatesom
of them are used as a tool to perform criminalvites by other individuals (for more informatiopes
Chapter V)
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who, at a certain stage, resign themselves tolldgal trade and consent to partake in
the business (Ordinary Court of Naples, Court cdi2es, 2010).

Such amodus operandhas the main effect to strengthengieey areawithin the
victim/offender dichotomy which determines in tutwo main outcomes: a) the
individuals lured into trafficking holdntermediate positiondetween the pair of
opposing figures victim/persecutor; b) it is qudédficult to understand when the
characters act as independent agents or are caud®ll social obligations or other

individuals.

1.1.1 Aims and Objectives of the study

Based on the above mentioned research questianpdper aims at investigating the
hypothesis of the grey area within the victim/pémier dichotomy in Nigerian
trafficking phenomenon. The main research questioounced in the first paragraph -
How do the former trafficked women move from thveeki position of the trafficking
hierarchy to gain the role of entrepreneur of thesimess? consists of a vast set of

related questions that can be divided in threeggou

1. Who is the trafficking victim? Who is the persea@t®Vhat kind of relationships
are there between trafficked women and traffickatdfich form of force or
coercion is used against Nigerian trafficked wom@ftiat is Nigerians’ attitude

on the trafficking in women?

2. What are women roles in trafficking? How women glketin the business? Why
women enter in the business? When does the fomaiéicked woman become
free to decide for herself, without any conditigg?nDo trafficked women break
from trafficking? When does the exploitative phaseminate? Who is the
madam’s favorite? Are there independent Nigeriassiitutes? What are their

tasks and roles within these organizations?

3. Who is the madam? Who are the madams currentlyingik Italy? Have they
been trafficked in their past? How do they livetieir condition of madam?
Have they been obliged to enter in the business?

11



In order to answers to those issues, the studypsrhe following main goals:
a) to challenge the current dominant victim/perpetratodel,
b) to identify the reasons why women are encouragedlitob the trafficking
hierarchical structure;
c) to identify the crucial stages, or steps, throudhcv trafficked women move
from one role to another one, changing tiseatuswithin trafficking business;

d) to provide empirical cases of individuals who exgreced trafficking.

1.1.2 Organisation of the thesis

This contribution is divided in two main parts.the first section, the research problem
and some terms used by the author relating todpie t i.e., the grey area, middle
positions and intermediate roles - are explainedhé first chapter definitions of THB
as stipulated by international acts and the litemtare provided and some main
approaches on the issue are reviewed. In addiBonjological theories aimed at
facilitating the comprehension of the phenomendated to women trafficking are
debated; theories on social capital and on femtiénaders are developed, following a
critical analysis of the current debate on prosttu of female migrants. The second
chapter describes the methodological steps andtthtegy employed to carry out the
research. The third chapter provides the readehn wie cultural context and law
enforcement on trafficking of the two countriestthee the object of this study.

The second part of this thesis shows the empiressarch findings.

Based on interviews and an observation in a Nigeammunity, the fourth chapter
describes Nigerian criminal model as reported h@us’ informants. Attempting to
answer the main research question, the fifth chaptalyses step by step the way how
the former trafficked women become madams over .tiFieally, the conclusions
suggest the way how the main research questionldsho® analysed by further
ethnographic studies. Three final annexes givesréaeler the chance to see the

phenomenon first-hand.
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1.2 Explanation of Terms: Grey Area and Vertical Mobility in Human Trafficking

In order to capture the various roles in the tciffig system, the author draws on the
term "gray area" as it was originally coined bynRri Levi (1986) to explain a
phenomenon related to life in the Nazi concentratiamps.
The concept is more widely known as a typical esgign of the recent Italian literature
on the Mafia and organized crime. In this connegttbe expression has been applied in
a number of different contexts (both in the ecorwm@ud political fields) and with
different connotations; this caused a certain degfeconfusion regarding its meaning.
In the Mafia context, “gray area” refers to an umtel and symbolic space in which
businesses and individuals involved in organizecherare hidden by a false legality
(Arlacchi 1992 and Santino 2010). In this regahg, $ociologist Santino designated as
Mafia middle-class that group of managers, entregues and politicians who secretly
adopt the Mafia’'s modus operandi. That is, theyrexemembers of organized criminal
groups but cooperate with such groups in diffevegys and on different levels. Certain
scholars have enlarged the gray area to include atyen who demonstrates

acquiescence toward the Mafia and its culture @@hiesa 1993).

The expression gray area, as used here, was diygr@ned in a different social
context. At the end of the 1980s, the Jewish wiitemo Levi employed this term to
describe a specific set of circumstances that Berokd in the Auschwitz concentration
camp, where he was imprisoned during the Secondd/Ngar. Levi used the words
“gray zone” to refer to a group of prisoners whdpkd the Nazi guards operate the
concentration camp. In return for their assistative,prisoner-officers (as Levi named
them) achieved a higher social status than ther pifigoners (e.qg., thikaposof camp's
work groups). Thus, their behavior came to reserttide of the Nazi guards, and they
used violence against the other Jews and everdKkiiem. In this way, the prisoner-
officers became persecutors, even though they tbleeswere imprisoned in the camp.
Finally, in his analysis, Levi observed how a langajority of camp prisoners sought to
become prisoner-officers to escape hunger androbtaadvantageous position.

To analyze the social interactions between theraetbo inhabited the Nazi camp, Levi

avoids anyManicheart thinking or binary approach. In fact, from his geective, the

* The Manichaeismis a dualistic philosophy dividing the world beamegood and evil principles. The
adjectivemanichearis widely applied to describe a moral dualism, kehgood and evil are defined.

13



area between the victim and the persecutor is ngitye This area is populated by
different individuals who hold middle positions Wween the two opposing figures of
victim and offender. Levi (1986) concludes his gse by noting the complexity of the
relationships within the camp’s social system: “ae dealing with a paradoxical
analogy between victim and oppressor, and we axmas to be clear: both are in the
same trap [he refers to the camp], but it is theregsor, and he alone, who has prepared
it and activated it” (14).

This analysis of the complexity of the relationghipetween the victim and the
persecutor can be used to better understand theridligtrafficking phenomenon; the
women lured into trafficking are enslaved and wtied through a well-organized
criminal system. The vulnerable and poor living ditions of the women in their native
country cause them to seek a better living standm@lvhere and to migrate using the
only path they know: international trafficking. Gndured into this trade, Nigerian
women are exposed to a pervasive psychological itonithg through which the
traffickers persuade them to accept their predicanihat is, the erstwhile victims are
driven to become partners in crime and independgents over time. Similar to the
Nazi camp prisoners, the victim aspires to achi@\vegher position in the trafficking
hierarchy by moving toward the organizational afléhe trade.

An explanation of why the relationships betweenititividuals involved in trafficking
are so dynamic is provided by thlertical mobilitytheory, as Siegel names it, which
refers “to [the] changing position of women withime organizational side of the sex
sector” (Siegel 2011)". This theory has been coméid by several empirical research
studies and police investigations (Aghatise 2004rcBedi et al. 2007; Okojies 2009;
Siegel and De Blank 2010) that have found thatagerformerly trafficked women
become facilitators or entrepreneurs in the formnaddams by moving within a

trafficking hierarchy.

“In some cases, victims are used to control othetines, which indicate a complex
distribution of roles within these criminal netwerK...). Women play a particularly
important role within these groups (Nigerian crialigroups), closely monitoring the
trafficking process from recruitment to exploitatioNigerian victims often do not
perceive themselves as such, but rather as imngramo must repay a debt to their
facilitators. In this context, victims often becomesembers of the criminal groups
exploiting them, ultimately assuming the role ofadam’ in the exploitation of others.

14



In turn, this cultural novelty reduces the likeldubthat victims will cooperate with law
enforcement” (Europol 2011: 11-12).

Such vertical mobility by the women upon trafficking’s career ladder expd why

certain of these women hold intermediate roles betwthe two opposing figures of
victim and persecutor: e.g., the madam’'s favosese (Chapter Zparagraph2.1.1).

Therefore, the gray zone is populated by thoseviddals who play an intermediate role
in trafficking. These individuals were originallyred into the trafficking phenomenon
and now contribute to the operation of the busimsslifferent levels and in different
ways, although they are still forced to work unddavery-like conditions by the

traffickers.

1.2.1 Definitions of Human Trafficking

The States reached an agreement on the definititnaficking in persons on a broad
international level for the first time by the UrdteNations Trafficking Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persomsclosed in the Convention on
Transnational Organised Crime (20D0)As it is stipulated in article 3 of the UN

Protocol, the trafficking in persons means:

“(a) the recruitment, transportation, transfer,doarring or receipt of persons, by means
of the threat or use of force or other forms ofrcmm, of abduction, of fraud, of
deception, of the abuse of power or of a positibwuwnerability or of the giving or
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve theseat of a person having control over
another person, for the purpose of exploitationpl&tation shall include, at a
minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution ofhets or other forms of sexual
exploitation, forced labour or services, slaverypaactices similar to slavery, servitude
or the removal of organs

(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in pemsoto the intended exploitation set
forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shallitvelevant where any of the means set
forth in subparagraph (a) have been used,;

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, baring or receipt of a child for the
purpose of exploitation shall be considered "tckifig in persons” even if this does not
involve any of the means set forth in subparagf(aplof this article;

(d) "Child" shall mean any person under eighteaaryef age”

® The UN TIP Protocol (included in the United Naso@onvention against Transnational Organized
Crime) is the first agreement on a broad intermafidevel concerning the definition of the trafficg in
persons.

® Rijken, 2003, p. 66.

" The State, where the offence occurred, must pretemen who have been trafficked as victims of a
crime and a human right abuse as well. This inteynal duty of the State in front of victims of

15



In this definition, three main core elements playle in human trafficking offence: 1)
the act ofrecruitment transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons; 2) ke offorce or
other forms of coercion (or any other means ofahog deception during the recruiting

and transportation phasésp) the final purpose axploitationof the victims.

The status of victim of trafficking is defined ime article, which includes among
victims:

e Individuals who have been coerced or forced byitlers (i.e. abduction);

« Individuals who have been deceived by traffickeers raud);

e Individuals in a position of vulnerability which wabused by traffickers.

The Protocol seems to emphasise a classificafigitioim based on the extent to which
the individual is forced, deceived and exploitedaatertain stage of the trafficking,
while it considers the trafficked person conseniri@evant when it results in slavery-
like living conditions and the deprivation of fundantal freedoms and rights (Obokata,
2006b). Such a definition implies that traffickedmen who consented to prostitute
themselves but did not know about the harsh andiuwbrking conditions beforehand
should be regarded as victims (Di Tommaso et &820

In this regard, article 3 broadens the number a$¢hwho can be considered victims, by
interpreting the abuse of the vulnerability of widuals to be a tool used by traffickers

during the recruiting phase (sparagraph 1.2.1

The persons recognised as victims of traffickinfproéde must be legally protected by
the national laws: such a duty is clearly statedriicle 9, paragraph (b) UN Protocol,
which stipulates that “States Parties shall eshldomprehensive policies, programmes
and other measures (...) to protect victims of tc&ffig in persons, especially women
and children, from re —victimization”. Through ghiool, the victim of trafficking has
achieved a protectiostatususually not guaranteed for those foreigners wherermr
stay, illegally within nation borders.

trafficking does not lapse even when trafficked weonthave crossed the borders, and stayed, illegally
the destination country (Obokata, 2006a).

8 Under the viewpoint of several scholars, the deermeans listed in the article must not be conside
exhaustive and it should be understood in a maradsense.
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At the European level, a number of acts and comweston fighting trafficking in
human beings (enacted both by European Union anthd\Council of Europe) was
drafted in accordance to the content of the UN dealt Even though some slight
differences can be set out, the Council Framewarkiglon on Combating Trafficking
(enacted by the European Commission, 2002) maosplycates the UN definition:

“Each Member State shall take the necessary measuensure that the following acts
are punishable:

the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbayrsubsequent reception of a person,
including exchange or transfer of control over {h@tson, where:

(a) use is made of coercion, force or threat, gicg abduction, or

(b) use is made of deceit or fraud, or

(c) there is an abuse of authority or of a posibbrmulnerability,

which is such that the person has no real and taiuep

alternative but to submit to the abuse involved, or

(d) payments or benefits are given or receivecctoewe the consent of a person having
control over another person for the purpose of @tqiion of that person’s labour or
services, including at least forced or compulsakyolr or services, slavery or practices
similar to slavery or servitude, or for the purpagehe exploitation of the prostitution
of others or other forms of sexual exploitatiorglirding in pornography”.

The Framework Decision regards trafficking in hurbamgs as a criminal offence both
with an international and a national naftirapplying this perspective, the European
Union attempts to include in its provision traffisg which occurs within a single
member state and trafficking that involves sevéfdlstategRijken, 2003). Moreover,

in this act, the trafficking in persons is not nesagy regarded as an offence committed
by organised crime groups: thus the trade in hutmeings held by individuals is
included.

In compliance with the European Union policies ambating trafficking (and in
accordance with an internal provision of the EUnRba Best Practices, Standards and
Procedures for Combating and Preventing Traffickimgluman Beings), all EU states
have been obliged to sign, and ratify, the Conwentin Action against Trafficking in

Human Beings, (promoted by the Council of Europey¥&w, 2005). This act integrally

° Reading the Framework Decision, the unique natfr¢he European Union has to be taken into

account: by policies of harmonisation of nationagislations and the enhancement of collaboration
between member states in some relevant matters,asuthe criminal one, the EU attempts to achieve a
common area of freedom, security and justice.

Other relevant European Union laws on traffickingpersons are: Directive 2011/36 on preventing and
combating human trafficking and protecting victirbsrective 2004/81 on residence permit for victiais

17



replicates the trafficking definition coined by t& Trafficking Protocol and attempts
to include into scope of its provisions all possillbrms of trafficking in humans:
indeed, in the preamble, the Convention claimsithgtiould be referred to all forms of
trafficking in human beings, whether national @n-national, connected, or not, with
the organised crime.

Although the UN Protocol has achieved widespreatl dear international consensus,
there is no uniform interpretation of trafficking human beings: indeed, according to
other international conventions and organizafirtee Protocol demonstrates a serious
shortcoming (Shelley, 2010) failing to distinguibketween the two major problems
related to the trafficking phenomenon: the recreitnand transfer of persons, on the
one hand, and their exploitation, on the otherk@ij 2003). In spite of these criticisms,
the Protocol remains the main international agregroe this matter and many regional
conventions and national laws (i.e. the Italian)ldnave been founded on its content.
Therefore, the Protocol has to be taken into adcouarder to comprehend the typical

elements occurring in the offence of traffickingnamans.

1.2.2 A Focus on the Condition of Vulnerability

As mentioned above, the UN Trafficking ProtocolHiigfocuses on the condition of
“vulnerability” of trafficked people (refereed taotigle 3 UN Trafficking Protocol): such
an element, indeed, helps to classify the victirhdrafficking offence. In the UN
Trafficking Protocol the abuse of a position of nerdability is included among the
means used by traffickers to recruit their victimsthis trade: indeed, beyond the
physical force and the psychological subjugatioticla 3 lists the abuse of a position
of vulnerability as a form of coercion by which ffreking is perpetrated. This can
encompass a very broad range of situations sineergo hunger, illness, lack of
education, and displacement could all be conside®dositions of vulnerability.
According to the United Nation Office on Drugs @dme, all human rights violations
which contribute to creating economic deprivationd asocial conditions limiting
individual choices can be regarded as “positionautrierability” (UNODC, 2012).

trafficking in human beings.
9 For instance, the Convention for the Eliminatiohall form of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) or the Global Alliance Against Traffic in @hen (GAATW).
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In order to better understand the different faceftsthis concept, a definition of
vulnerability, was provided in the act on “Regubats Regarding Access to Justice for
Vulnerable People” (signed in Brasilia and date@80 where vulnerable people are
defined:

“As those who, due to reasons of age, gender, phlysi mental state, or due to social,
economic, ethnic and/or cultural circumstancesd fin especially difficult to fully
exercise their rights before the justice systemrex®gnised to them by law. The
following may constitute causes of vulnerabilitygea disability, belonging to
indigenous communities or minorities, victimisatiommigration and internal
displacement, poverty, gender and deprivation loérty. The specific definition of
vulnerable people in each country will depend airtBpecific characteristics and even
on their level of social or economic developmermRegulations Regarding Access to
Justice for Vulnerable People, 2008).

Relating to the trafficking issue, it is importadntunderline that vulnerability can refer
to a condition experienced by individuals bothheit countries of origin and in those
of destination. For example, the irregularity ofiadividual’s legal status in the country
of destination is widely acknowledged to be an ingnat factor in enhancing people
vulnerability to being trafficked; in fact, irrequl status is particularly amenable to
becoming a means by which an individual is placednaintained in a situation of
exploitation (UNODC, 2012). The usage of the tenmlfierability” in the Protocol,
therefore, intends to widen the number of peoptedunto trafficking who can be

regarded as victims.

1.3 Literature Review: Approachesto the Issue

What qualitative and quantitative data are avaik®bl

The EU and its member States have approachecdckiaffi in human beings both as
one of the priority areas in the fight against migad crime and as a human rights
conceri’. The European programmes and policies in comipatafficking and all the
literature related to this issue have provided itk \uite extensive, comparable and

reliable data on the phenomenon within the EU zom#his regards, the Eurostat report

' The Council and the European Parliament of Divec011/36/EU on preventing and combating
trafficking in human beings and protecting its witd; Action Oriented Paper on strengthening the
external dimensions in actions against traffickimgpuman beings; EU Strategy towards the Eradinati
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on Trafficking in Human Beings 2012hows some interesting findings: (a) an

increasing relevance of trafficking phenomenon initthe EU member states (table

1.1); (b) the significant weight of sexual expltita within trafficking practices (table

1.2); (c) the relevance of Nigeria as the main ¢quaf origin of non-EU citizenship

victims (table 1.3).

Percentage change
2008 2009 2010 2008-2010

Ta18 +18%

Table 1.1 — Eurostat, 2013

8 &8 8 8 &8 8 8
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Table 1.2 — Eurostat, 2013

of Trafficking in Human Beings 2012—-2016.
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Top 10 countries of vicims with non-EU clizenships
2008 2003 2010
MNigera 578 Nigena 26 Migena -5
Chna b Srazs 151 Cchina 248
MCITSC 122 China 150 Paraguay 142
Braz 11 Russia B8 Dominican Repuoiic 142
Moldowa 80 Algera &0 Coiomoia 91
Aoanl3 i Vigtnam £0 Rusea =
Russa &7 Thaland 43 Brazr L
Ageda &2 Sherma Leone 47 Vietnam 54
Ukraing 57 Gursa a5 Maminia 52
—ema Leone — Cokmbis 32 Algeria S0
Totad 1760 o 1234
Total non EU 241 1555 2 abE
5 T2 57 52

Q?I'ZBIZT‘E— Eurostat 2013

Relevant data on human trafficking trends and reglipatterns in EU member states
can be found in other primary sources producechtgrmational and UN agencies. The
International Organization for Migration (IOM) ma&ains a data-base on the trafficked
persons whose repatriation it assists (with ansualmaries). While the United Nations
Office in Drugs and Organised Crime Human Traffickf (UNODC) publishes a
human trafficking case law database for every aguimt the world affected by this
crime. With regards to trafficking in women fromderia towards European countries,
in the UNODC database is possible to find at léastrelevant judgements where the
occurrence of the crime is described in detaiés,:ithe coercive tools, the routes and
the modus operandiused by traffickers in the recruitment, the trensénd the
exploitation of women. In the following three caskaly is reported as the destination
country of the victims: Attorney General of the Federation v. Constance fgio
(2006);Attorney General of the Federation v. Samuel Emvbiamkhog2008);Federal
Republic of Nigeria v. Favour Anware Okwued2009). The United Nations
Interregional Crime and Justice Research (UNICRB bonducted several qualitative
research on human trafficking. As far as Nigerigifitking in women towards lItaly
three detailed reports, whereby life stories otinis are recalled, shall be mentioned,
l.e.: Trafficking of Nigerian Girls in Italy: The Datahé Stories, the Social Services
(2010), Trafficking on Nigerian Girls to Italy(2003), Tafficking of Nigerian Girls to

21t is the only United Nations entity focusing dretcriminal justice element of these crimes; thekwo
that UNODC does to combat human trafficking and sheuggling of migrants is underpinned by the
United Nations Convention on Transnational OrgathiZeime and its protocols on trafficking in persons
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Italy (2003). These last publications are the result sinaultaneous and comparative
analysis between trafficking in Nigeria and Itatgspectively as trafficked women’s
country of origin and country of destination of thetims.

For a more general overview on trafficking offeveerldwide, the US Department of
State annually publishes the Trafficking in Pers¢hf?) report, whose aim is to
illustrate the main efforts and policies undertaksndifferent states to prevent and
combat the trade in humans. It provides an anabfdi®th Italian and Nigerian policies
on prevention and prosecution of trafficking offea@nd on assistance programmes for

the victims

When focusing only on trafficking in women from Niga to Italy, the number of
official sources for reliable data decreases. Walable data from the Department for
Equal Opportunities (through its National Obsermatan Trafficking) show almost the

same trends as the Eurostat report: From 200306,28e number of Nigerian persons

lured into trafficking attained a significant 25%crease rate (table 1.4).

Countries of origin and numiber g;’ﬂﬂimms of trafﬂcklng adults and minors)
registered by the sodal services (ex art. 18) — 2003 - 2006 (Calls for proposals No.
4 and No. 7) (Fuctuations in absolute value and %)
Call No. 4 Call No. 7 Fluctuations - April,
Countries (2002) {2006) 2003 - 2006
a.wv. % a.v. % a.v. %
Migenia 588 7 735 412 147 +250
Morocco - -
Albania 129 7.0 a1 5.1 -38 -29.5
Maoldavia 141 7.6 77 43 ~54 -45.4
Romania 485 26.2 451 258 -24 -5
Ukraineg 138 74 65 3.6 -73 -52.8
Russia g4 a5 53 3.1 =31 -36.9
Others 288 155 20 169 132 4.5
Total 1,852 10:0.0 1,782 100 -70 T

Source: elaboration by PARSEC based on daota of the Department for Equal Opportunities

Table 1.4

and migrant smuggling.
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The National Anti-Mafia Directorate (Direzione Namale Antimafia, DNA®)
publishes each year a report aimed at giving detanlall illicit activities conducted by
organised crime groups within Italian borders, udihg Nigerian trafficking for sexual
exploitation. Statistics on Official Crime (“Staihe della criminalitd” and “Statistiche
della delittuosita”) have recently been computetizead should theoretically provide
information on crime victims (age, place of birthsidency); nevertheless this type of
information is not compulsory and is often negldct€his makes it difficult to gather
information on national victims, let alone immigtanas victims of crime. The
periodicalReport on Crime and Security in Italgromoted by the Home Office) barely
draws a short analysis of Nigerian trafficking dnatlity in Italy with a special focus on
illegal drug trades (selRapporto sulla Criminalita e la Sicurezza in Itgli2010). The
data of the tables included in this report withime tsection orMigration and Crime
confirm the positive trend of Nigerian migratioowls towards lItaly.

Table 1.5 shows the number of people reported lfegal entry in Italy subdivided
according to citizenship and gender in 2010; asvehoelow, the Nigerian stands out as
the fourth largest group.

Table 1.%5 - People reported for illegal entry (D.LGS 208/1%08 ART.10 BIS ) divided for
CitE enship and gender {data extracted Aarch 18, 2010

Torl
Pariod N. Women Expelled The rank of the most numerous netionslicy
1¢ e Eb 43 5°
Ammna 2432 180
Septemibar 3460 517
Orotober 3318 480
Nonember 2382 331
Maro T Wiga Chin Sens
Dracamber 1438 2045 oo 3 Tiz -l =zl
2008 (AuEust
- Dizcamibar) 13088 1724 15,1 1BEE 1254 B43 TB4 6
Janusry 1362 180
Februsry 1620 240
Warch 1211 ey
Maro Chin Wiga Thind Sens
April 1287 305 oo 2 Tiz iz zal
2010 (Januery
- Agpril) G850 Q32 33.7 773 576 470 487 483
M=o Thnd Chin Wim Sens
Con sz o riz gzl
Anpgnat 2000 -
April 2010 14018 2746 215 2661 1721 1380 1313 123%

31t is an organism operating under the MinistryJatice formed by a National anti-Mafia prosecutor
and 20 prosecutors who are the national anti-Mpfiasecutors. The DNA performs the duties of
coordination of the investigations conducted by #wi-Mafia departments (DDA) concerning the
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Ultimately, the National Office Against Racial Disuination (Ufficio Nazionale
Antidiscriminazioni Razziali, UNAK) shows a very interesting finding: the recent
switch towards the female gender in the migratlow$. According to this agency such
a process started in the 1980s and became signifitahe 2000s. Relating to migrants
from Africa, the Nations with the highest percemtmgof female migrants are:
Madagascar and Cape Verde (over 70%), Nigeria, &amg Ethiopia (about 60%).

On the Nigerian front, the Nigerian GovernmentaleAgy for Prohibition Traffic in
Persons (NAPTIP) is the official agency: It pubéshsome data on convicted persons
for trafficking offences and on assisted victimsowsver, the extent of such
information remains quite limited and outdated.

The figures produced by international and goverrtalesrganizations are important to
understand trafficking macro-trends such as therdgxf the crime or the EU regional
patterns. In fact, so far, most of the studies hdeselt with the broad-spectrum of
international trafficking dynamics. Converselyjraited number of studies has inquired
after the distinctive features and trends occurimgational cases. In this regard, the
most reliable primary sources in the Italian panwaare represented by case files and
NGOs'’ research.

Concerning the case files, recent criminal progegsliand investigations have
highlighted in clear terms theodus operandof Nigerian criminal cells that are rooted
in ltaly: Court of Assizes, Section 1V, judgment.®/201Q InvestigationSAHEL 2
(coordinated by the Anti-Mafia District Unit of L'duila); InvestigationShopping
(coordinated by the Anti-Mafia District Unit of L'duila); InvestigationTrolley
(coordinated by the Anti-Mafia District Unit of Bmjna); Operazione Caronte
(coordinated by Anti-Mafia District Unit of Genova)n some of such cases, the NGOs
assisting the trafficked victims and collectingitHest eyewitness accounts have plaid
a core role for the prosecution of criminals: theyve informed the authority on the
occurrence of the trafficking offence by supportihg victims to report against their
persecutors (e.g., see SAHEL 2, case of Lilian Wictoria Ofiebe, Evans

Aimerohe, Rose Mary Damisah, Edith Aiyuduebie andris Aiwekhoe).

offences committed by organized crime groups.

* The UNAR was established in 2003 by the Ministfytie Interior in Italy to address the issues of
racism and discrimination and provide statisticscases related to racial or ethnic discriminati®imce
2005, it has been publishing data on discriminatiases that reach the office through a toll-fremiper.

In 2007, for instance, 265 discrimination incidelnéve been reported compared to 282 in 2005
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By collecting trafficked women’s biographies, th&®s usually apply an ethnographic
approach which contributes to develop an in-depidlysis of the trafficking offence
(that explains who, where, when, why and how themeroccurs). Through such an
approach is possible to examine the relationshgtsvden the different actors who
partake in the trade (Savona and Stefanizzi, 2010).

Concerning this last point, a number of scholas @lpservers have described the way
how women are lured into trafficking industry: Agise 2004; Beneduce 2003;
Carchedi et al. 2007; Carling 2005; Di Nicola dt.2009; Maragnani & Aikpitanyi
2006; Okojies 2003, 2009; Prina 2003; Siegel and@ak 2010.

In the Maragnani, Siegel and De Blank, and Pricaigtributions a number of cases and
empirical evidences of women lured into the sexustd/ are provided: these anecdotal
evidences show that women often take an active ipathe business because of a
criminal modus operandwhich leads the victims to become the accomplafetheir
persecutors over time. The Siegel’'s analysis facusainly on the female offenders in
the sex market and their mobility in the trafficgihierarchy. In this regard, the author
highlights the different positions of female offemsl based on the women’s degree of
independence in their management of the traffickinginess and their relationships
with male accomplices. Through these variablesatttbor identifies three main figures
of female offenders: a. the supporters; b. thénpas in crime; c. the madams (Siegel
2011).

In a more general way, Di Nicola and Carling ddssithe Nigerian trafficking system
from recruiting of girls in Nigeria to their finaxploitation in Italy. Analysing all the
steps of this illicit trade, Carling terms it aself-reproducing system.

Such a characteristic is reported also in the aiglgf Carchedi who uses the terms
carriera prostituzionale(career in the prostitution) to speak about thst peafficked
women who were able to become the entrepreneutiseo$ex industry (that is thus a
cyclic system). Through this system, according &laéhor, the number of Nigerian

trafficked women grew significantly in the Italisex market.

Except for some scholars, in the lItalian literattihie THB issues has been debated
mainly by non academic observers and confined withe area of an investigative
journalism. Furthermore, the analysis of the emgstiata on the phenomenon highlights

the existence of a large amount of non-academienmaat(such as personal accounts)
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produced by the former clients of prostitutes aafficking victims (through some new
communication channels such as internet blogs orb wsites: e.g.,

http://maschileplurale )t The personal accounts of Isoke Aikpitany, a fermnafficking

victim, must be mentioned: she wrote two biographwbere her own story and those of
other Nigerian trafficked women are reportdgk (Ragazze di Benin Cjt2007;500
storie vere sulla tratta delle ragazze africaneltalia, 2011). These firsthand reports
represent an important source that should not lblerestimated. However, because of
its highly personal natut® this material must be used with circumspectioadademic
research: the first-hand accounts needs to be aeahpath the outcomes and findings
coming from others sources and methodologies.

Finally, it has to be mentioned that in the Italdebate the prostitution of the migrant
women is often read through tloppression paradigniseeparagraph 1.4, that it is
supported by non governmental organizations antdllatgroups. This approach does
not recognize prostitution as a work activity amdissolubly ties prostitution to the
THB offence and slavery-like practices. Such a persve spread among Italian
observers of the phenomenon makes more difficiintbunbiased studies and research
in this field.

In conclusion, even though the mobility of Nigerismomen within the trafficking
hierarchy has been confirmed by some scholars,yjhamything has been done to
explain how and why the trafficked women move frim statusof victim up to the
role of entrepreneurs in the business. In this vibg,grey areasin trafficking in
Nigerian women (as defined in the paragraph 1.4n2) the intermediates roles can be

truly regarded as a rather new research question.

!> For evidence from women on trafficking, see: Btiraid Pozzi, 2012; Prina, 2003.
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1.4 Criminological Debate on Prostitution of Migrant WWomen

There are two main contrasting positions in theatielbegarding the prostitution of
migrant women: the moral approatland the sex-work approach. The moral approach
(launched by some non-governmental organizatiodsradical feminists) emphasizes
the violence and the exploitation suffered by tleenen who sell sex and reject the idea
that migrants may “use commercial sex for persamal instrumental ends” (Agustin
2005: 96). From this perspective, the migrant womwdio work in the sex market are
labelledvictims In opposition to this view, the sex-work approgCude Breuil et al.
2011: 33) considers prostitution to be a legitimptefession and recognizes that
migrant women may play an active and independel® mo the sex market. The
advocates of this view refer to migrant women eegaigp prostitution asex workers
and aim at improving their working conditions.
For the purposes of this study, it is interestimngnote the stereotypes that the debate on
the topic has contributed to produce. In fact, whenresearcher who approaches the
THB issue faces with the two contrasting and gdizex images related to the actors
involved in the trade, he or she often resorts tualistic view (Agustin 2006; Oude
Breuil et al. 2011). By using such an approach, részarcher thinks that trafficking

offenses do not allow for gray areas

In the moral approach, the general tendency ipoesent the trafficked women as
passive victims. This image contributes to the towaaof stereotypes and includes all
the relationships between the trafficked women thedtrafficking offenders within the
victim/perpetrator model (Beneduce 2003; Oude Bretual. 2011; Siegel 2011). In the
real world, such relationships cannot be fully digsei by this binary classificatidh
these relationships are more complex and theree@n&using social interactions that
tend to change over time (Kleemans 2011).

The Nigerian traffickers, particularly during thecruitment phase, are relatives, friends,
boyfriends or husbands of the victims. In a 200@wnity-based study to estimate the

extent of sexual trafficking in Benin City (condedt by the Women’s Health and

8 Weitzer (2007) terms this approach as a “morataue”(447) or as the “oppression paradigm” (Weitzer
2012: 1339).

7 As Weitzer (2012) states “such complexities, neanand variations are glossed over in the opnessi
paradigm, a perspective that disregards a wealo@él science research on the sex industry”’(1368)
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Action Research Centre), over 60% of the respostfeneported that friends and
relatives were the most likely to offer assistatedravel abroad (UNODC/UNICRI
2003). Kinship between the victim and the trafficke common (Kleemans 2011;
Carling 2006; Okojie 2009).

In regard to the particular relationships betwelea traffickers and their victims, a
UNICRI field survey on the trafficking of Nigeriaminors and women to Italy
reported the results of in-depth interviews with Rigerian women who experienced
trafficking. Concerning the recruitment systems,oi&he interviewees stated that they
were sought out by their recruiters, 4 interviewadsnitted that they went in search of
their recruiters, and 2 respondents claimed thepemenced both methods of
recruitment (UNODC/UNICRI 2003). These data showtthome trafficked women
leave their native country with the help of traics and “do know what is ahead of
them” (Agustin 2005: 101).

Moreover, the relationship between the victim aadrhadam is often based on the dual
role that madam plays in the trade industry: thelamais a former trafficking victim
and a current organizer of the illicit busines$ofan trafficking®. As a consequence,
the trafficked woman occasionally does not percedivat she is exploited by her
madam. The victim often sees in her madam a ‘ftievitb suffered in the past her
same troubles. “If a woman tells you to go on ttreet you accept because she is like
you, she has already done so. But if it is a mam would say «make a cut on the
stomach and you go!». You respect them becauseaat they know what they are
talking about” (quoted in Prina 2003: 82).

Contrary to the moral approach, which clearly uedeémates the commercial use of sex
market by some former trafficked women, the adwexatf the sex-work approach
emphasize the personal responsibility of the mignaamen when choosing prostitution
(Kelly 2003). This approach fails to provide a cdet view of trafficking in women

for two main reasons. First, it considers irreléviue harsh living conditions that cause

'8 For this field survey, 1,456 women aged 15-30 yeeere randomly selected. The study investigated
the knowledge and experiences of sexual traffickihdNigerian women.

19 This field study dates 2003 and was carried oth boltaly (as destination country) and in Nige(@es
origin country).

2% For contributions on migration as a business, Sat:and Stein 1997.
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the migrant women to enter this illegal busifég&elly et al. 2005; Konrad 2002;
Obokata 2006a, 2006b). Second, it underestimaesdle of some other agents or
actors, i.e., the victims' parents, in forcing tih@men to enter the sex market. Based on
a strong patriarchal family structure, the paremts husbands are able to exercise a real
authority over their trafficked daughters or witespush them to stay in the trafficking
business (Aghatise 2007; Okojie 2009; Prina 2003).

Concerning the peculiar phenomenon of the traffigkof Nigerian women, the sex-
work view fails to give the proper relevance to thigh level of psychological
conditioning that traffickers create in their vin using magic rites (such as the voodoo
rites) that are strongly rooted in the Nigeriartaxd.

A failure to recognize the factors noted above datés that this approach
underestimates cases in which the trafficked womeme deceived or forced to

prostitute themselves.

According several authors, both the above mentidhedries likely fail to address the
actual issues faced by the trafficked women (Agug005; Oude Breuil et al. 2011;
Kelly 2003; Weitzer 2007), too “much energy goe® iattempting to prove that one or
the other of these visions is truer” (Agustin 209%) .

What these authors criticize to the dominant lite®a on the topic is its focus on the
classification of the role of migrant women in thex market based on their degree of
consent to prostitution (Agustin 2005; Carchedi abt 2007; Kelly 2003). By
emphasizing this issue, the debate promotes indeedding of the phenomenon on the
ground of some generalized images, e.g., victimses workers and innocent women
vs. corrupt women (Agustin 2006; Kleemans 2011; é&deuil et al. 2011). The
polarization of these categories makes difficulutmlerstand all the multiple roles that
the individuals hold in the trade industry: thigetenines a misleading representation of
the circumstances and situations related to tlifecking issue.

The figure of the trafficking victim is particulgrllikely to be represented with
distinctive physical and psychological featurest thee sometimes far from the real

circumstances. The trafficking victim is usuallypd#ed as a black, underage woman

2L Among the harsh living conditions, the so-callesip factors of migration can be included, whicteref
to the social and economic conditions that caud&ittuals to migrate from their native countriesds
as the lack of employment opportunities or a lovelef gender equality).
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who lives in a clear state of need and who is etmget some form of help. Despite
this widespread idea, some empirical researchesutve pointed out that individuals
who have experienced trafficking do not often regdremselves in such a way; The
trafficked women do not want to be enclosed indaiegory of a passive, innocent and
ignorant individual (Siegel 2011; Agustin 2006).

In an interview the author conducted with Tereshafib (the representative of the
Focus Group on Trafficking at the International &rigation for Migration in Italy), the
latter provoked the author by uttering following nds: "How do you imagine a victim
to be like? We usually expect her to be a poor ldadk woman begging for help. We
should overcome this idea of victim because, b#gida does not exist” (interview
no.4). As this statement clearly emphasizes, & fedpresentation of the individuals
who are involved in offences makes it harder tal finvictimized persdf because no
one can ever fully embody a stereotype.

As Weitzer (2012) notes “the experiences of tra#t persons, in the migration process
and in their working conditions, range along a dr@antinuum. Some individuals’
experiences fit the oppression model well, whileeos’ cluster at the opposite end”
(1345).

1.4.1 Overview of Approaches and Policies to Tckiifig and Prostitution

In recent years, the human trafficking issue hasnbanalysed under different
perspectives: from the economical studies to thkrapological and sociological ones.
Such an extensive literature shows trafficking asudti-dimensional problem.

The state policies in undermining trafficking ofées have been widely influenced by
academic research findings, whose approaches cgrobped in the following thematic

categorie$’ (UNICRI, 2003):

1) A moral problem this approach tends to condemn prostitutionr{gteng from
a moral and ethical point of view) and not to rateg it as a work activity.
Prostitution is seen as one of the main causdsedfrafficking phenomenon and
is therefore criminalised. Actions against traffick therefore, are aimed at

punishing the parties involved. This places womerpirostitution at risk of

2 For more information on the concept of women'gimiezation, see: Erez, 2001; Kelly, 1999.
3 See Foundation of Women’s Forum, 1998.
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2)

3)

4)

5)

punishment instead of being regarded as possilclema of a violent action
performed by other individuals.

A criminal problemthis approach recognises trafficking as a comphaxinal

offence with a trans-national vocation. Such a eri often included among
Mafia-type offences. This approach stresses th@itapce to introduce heavier
punishments and encourage international police @adjpn as well as further
measures which would eventually lead to more dffecprosecution and
conviction. The prosecution of criminals is placétgrefore, at the first place
and the trafficked women's accounts are regarastlyf as important evidences

that may increase the number of convicted offenders

A public order problemthis approach emphasizes the commercial sex work
(mainly the street prostitution) as an activity ttitauses problems related to
public order and health. Trafficking increases lquastitution and potentially

intensifies all the associated problems. This aggiiaaims at increasing control

over prostitution, for instance, introducing mediesamination.

A migration problemthis approach focuses on the effects of humdfickang

in relation to the migration trends and, firstly, fielation to illegal migrants
within the state borders. Trafficking is regardesiaatool encouraging illegal
migration and in this sense it must be limited tigim, for example, stricter

border inspections.

A human rights problenthis approach focuses on the person. The stsess i
the breach of human rights suffered by people lumeithe trade. Trafficking is
therefore regarded as a new form of slavery-likectice or of a torture. Before
such inhuman treatments the states have a doubje Huthe moral and legal
concern to eradicate trafficking; 2) the victimsbfection and support aimed at
their social reintegration and empowerment. Thigragch triggers the debate
on sex labour: Whenever it is exercised as a freece of the individual the
state shall guarantee the sex workers fair andvgafieing and living conditions,
whilst all forms of sex labour exploitation must penished (debt bondage and

deprivation of freedom of movement).
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6) A labour issue problenthis approach emphasises the poor living and wgrk
conditions in the countries of origin of traffickgeople. Migration, also in its
illegal forms, is chosen by people to find bett@rkvopportunities. Trafficking
in women is read as the result of the poor legdlsotial position of women in
most societies (as women, workers and migrants$ dpproach emphasizes the
need to improve labour opportunities and workingdibons, pensions and state
benefits. For women who work in the sex marketesahd fair working

conditions must be guaranteed.

1.5 Sociological Theories: Social Capital and Crime

In the two following paragraphs, some of the maiialogical theories regarding
social capital and female offenders are arguedh Sutheoretical framework provides
the conceptual grounds to read the phenomenonnnatbause/effect relationship.
In particular the above mentioned criminologicaédhes help to recognise those
characteristics of Nigerian THB that make it sucpeauliar case; the theories on the
social capital applied to the organised crime gsoepplains why Nigerian traffickers
adopt a self-producingnodus operandithat strengthen their criminal actiofihe
current criminological theories on female crimibalelp to understand why Nigerian

trafficking is a female oriented business.

Social capital is broadly defined “as the set ¢ésunorms, obligations, reciprocity, and
trust embedded in social relations, social stresturand society’s institutional
arrangements that enables members to achieve ithaividual and community
objectives” (Narayan 1997: 50). There are curreatlgigh number of definitions of
social capital but each of them emphasises thertapce of social relations and bonds
in achieving goals.

In his famous articleBowling Alone Putnam refers to "social capital" as those
“features of social organization such as networkams, and social trust that can
improve the efficiency of society by facilitatingpardinated actions” (Putnam 1993:
167). In this way, the social capital has to bded&d from the human capital which
concerns tools and training that enhance indiviguadluctivity. According to Putnam's

view, social capital plays an important role in thealth of democratic states because
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dense networks of social interaction reduce théviddal opportunism: what Putnam
criticizes in the modern society is therefore theslof such social interactions among
people who show indeed a lower degree of inteoeghk public and associative life.
While Putnam ties the concept of the social capitahe society as a whole, Bourdieu
(1980) and Coleman (1993a, 1993b) use as unitaalsis the individuals (or small
groups such as the family) and focus on the benafitrued to individuals by virtue of
their relations with others (Portes 2000). In thiesgard, the scholar Bourdieu
emphasises how people intentionally build up theliations for the benefits that they
will receive later (Bourdieu 1985), while Burt engsises that “the people who do
better are somehow better connected” (Burt, 2008/32alysing the different usage of
the social capital concept, Portes highlights thmé& & its meaning when it is referred

to individuals or to nations:

“The social capital as a property of cities orioad is qualitatively distinct from its
individual version. (...) For instance, the rigltbhnections” allow certain persons to
gain access to profitable public contracts and sypa&gulations binding on others.
"Individual" social capital in such instances catsiprecisely in the ability to
undermine "collective" social capital, defined asicc spirit grounded on impartial
application of the laws” (Portes 2000: 4).

Such a distinction clearly underlines the fact thatial capital can be regarded as a
double-edged sword because of its positive and tivegaocial effects. The current
literature tends to use social capital with a pesimeaning, emphasising its reverse
relations with crimes based on two main empiricesasvations: (a) social capital
decreases the costs of social transactions andsafieaceful resolution of the conflicts;
(b) “communities with stronger ties among its merskere better equipped to organize
themselves to overcome the free-rider problem éctive action” (Lederman, Loayza,
and Mene'ndez 2002: 510).

In spite of these assumptions, it has been denatedtthat stronger social interactions
can also allow individuals involved in criminal aties to more easily exchange
information and know-how, that diminish the costome. As noticed by Kleemans
and Poot (2008), the organised crime groups giveatgimportance to the social

relations and truét The criminal usage of social capital is explairgdLederman,

4 Because social relations play an important rol@rganized crime, theocial opportunity structure
(social ties providing access to profitable crinhinpportunities) is extremely important for expliaig

33



Loayza, and Mene'ndez (2002) who have remarkedithsdcieties with a high social

capital the crime rate relevantly decreases butkoapital “has the potential to induce
more crime and violence when it is concentrategarticular groups, such as gangs,
ethnic clans, and closed neighbourhoods, and iglisseminated throughout society”
(516).

Relating to these two different effects of sociapital, Field (2004) distinguishes two
main types of social bonds:

e Productive social networks: whose benefits are bothithe individuals, who

are part of them, and the society;

* Negative networks: whose benefits are only for itheividuals inside the

network, producing negative effects for the reghefsociety.

According to Field the negative networks develogereasily in an unstable and violent
social background. In fact, in front of the lacklefal structural opportunity organised
crime groups are seen by people as a chance toveutkis is the case of women
inhabiting very poor countries for whom traffickirgystems may represent the only
way to escape their living conditions (Field, 2Q08)milar to each social group, the
members of such negative networks share valuesudesl, although their accordance
with these rules is usually more compelling anditwig’™.

Elaborating upon the social structure of organis@the groups, Kleemans and Van de
Bunt have pointed out how the social ties and thesfer of knowledge and contacts
create asocial snowball effedhrough which the “starters” in the organisationve to
generate a new illegal enterprise, determiningefioee the self reproducing of the

crime:

“[P]eople get in touch with organized crime aciest through their social relations and,
as they proceed, their dependence on the resoafcether people (such as money,
knowledge and contacts) gradually declines; sulssuthey choose their own ways,

involvement of the individuals in organized crifieemand and Poot 2008: 75).

25 |n the Sicilian Mafia, for instance, once the widual enters in the organisation, he is constreint
respect Mafia rules forever, otherwise his life Wik jeopardised by the violent revenge of other
affiliated. In fact, in order to pursue their irgsts and goals, the “negative networks” employéle
methods using violence and threats.
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generating new criminal associations, and attrgcpeople from their own social
environment, and the story repeats itself” (Kleesnand de Poot 2008, 79)
Such a theory combined with the concept of grew @an help us understand vertical

mobility of individuals lured into Nigerian traffiking.

1.5.1 Theories on Women Offenders

According to the majority of scholars the male aimate exceeds that of female
universally, in all nations, in all communities, ang all age groups and in all periods
of history for which statistics are available (Haga002:76). For a long time, this fact
caused a general lack of interest for women offesydeho started to be studied as a
distinctive group only in the 1960s and in the 19¢0nsequently to feminist thinking
and movements spread in those years. Togethertméticonsolidation of a new status
for woman in the modern society, a new interestrésearch on female criminality
arose.

Before that period, women as offenders were sinmptprporated within the general
theories of criminology. The first one of thesesdhes explained the deviancy through
the concept of ariminal atavismascribed to the biological determinism. According
this theory, the biological abnormalities of crimali® were the main cause of their
deviant behaviours. Relating to the particular graaf women offenders, Cesare
Lombroso (one of the most important theorists a$ #pproach) considered them as
biologically dysfunctional individuals: women offéers had more masculine physical
and psychological featur@s(such as an excess of body hair) and lacked oénmeit
instincts and passivity and weakness of female geenth Lombroso’s point of view,
because women were biologically inferior to mergytlwere usually incapable of
deviant acts. Supporting the Lombroso’s theory,ulfir¢1933) found that female
criminality was caused from a masculinity complaattwas stronger in women who

committed crimes.

The first expansive wave of feminist movementhia 1920s and 1930s, ended with the
attribution of some political and civil rights toomen (mainly in America and in the

United Kingdom), while the second wave of feminismijch began in the 1960s, was

%6 Some year later, Freud psychiatric explanatioseda@n inherent female traits became very popular
(see Freud, 1933).
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characterised by a worldwide movement of liberatmmwomen complaining about the
oppressive atmosphere in which women were treatequitably in social, political,

and economic realms. In such a social and pdlitszenario, also the field of
criminology was regarded as being male-centredy([3alChesney-Lind, 1988:505;

Leonard, 1982).

Criminologists, mostly female, dismissed biologiaall psychological theories of prior
criminologists and provided new explanations foe thlleged increased in female
offending reported in those years: in this regdh@, texts of Freda Adler and Rita

Simon represent the first examples of a feminigragach.

The liberation thesis in his book, Sisters in Crimg Adler suggests that the
progressive changes in the status of women in th& fmportant social arenas (such as
family, marriage, employment, and social positiohjpught by the movement of
liberation, has allowed them to assume typical males and to be more crime-prone
as well: “In the same way that women are demandupgal opportunity in fields of
legitimate endeavour, a similar number of deterchiwemen are forcing their way into
the world of major crimes” (Adler 1975: 13). Accord this theory, modern society
causes a process of “masculinisation” of women wihscenhanced, for instance, by
competition in workplaces where women are requitedadopt certain traditional
masculine characteristics such as assertivenegsessiveness, and risk-taking. The
consequence of these new women’s roles and fuisciothe growing rate of female
criminality and, consequently, a reduction in ttap dpetween male and female crime
rates. In this sense, Adler considers that the mewe of liberation creates new
structural opportunities for women in crime. Comieg the concept of situational
opportunity, Simon emphasises its linkage withttipe of crime committed: according
to this author the former limited chance for wontenaccess in labour market has
determined their lower involvement in certain typésrimes such as fraud, scam and
theft (Williams Ill and McShane, 2009). In this wayimon explains the increase of
female crime in that period particularly in propedffences, especially white collar
offences involving small and medium amount of mo(téggan, 2002).
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Despite the liberation theory was widely criticissad its prediction for higher female
criminal rate did not come true, Adler’s approacfiuenced the research on the sector
during all the 1990s.

A major literature is currently developing on gendad crime, whereby female
criminality is mostly used as a variable to expldeviant behaviour such as in the
power-control theory (Hagan, 2002: William Il aMtSchane 2009):

The power-control theory: In Structural Criminology John Hagan emphasises how
the family structure determines social gender-atyuahd in turn social distribution of
delinquency. Hagan recognises two types of famtitycsures: the patriarchal family
and the egalitarian family. In the paternalistiqpatriarchal family, théather holds the
traditional role of sole breadwinner, while the athas only menial jobs or remains
at home to handle domestic affairs. Here the fathexperience of control over others
or being controlled is reproduced in the househlwidhis family’s structure, the sons
are granted greater freedom as they are preparedhéo traditional male role
symbolized by their fathers and therefore are eragmd and allowed to "experiment”
and take risks, while the daughters are traingti¢cult of domesticityinder the close
supervision of their mothers (preparing them foredi oriented towards domestic
labour). In this way, daughters are closely moeitoso that participation in deviant or
delinquent activity is unlikely. In the egalitaridamily the differences between the
mothers’ and fathers’ work roles are significarméygluced and therefore responsibility
for child education is shared. In such a family tlese supervision over females,
featured in the paternalistic family, does not takace. Here, without the presence of
the father, the mother's supervision over her obildis not as intense as in the
paternalistic family and, in fact, children of bosexes may be encouraged to
experiment with risk taking (Siegel, 1992).

In conclusion, Hagan highlights that in societieseve the patriarchal family is the
most popular model the gender gap between sondaughters in criminal behaviours
is wide. On the contrary, more egalitarian relatlips among family members give
equal opportunity to boys and girls to participateriminal activities (Williams Ill and
MacShane, 2009): it means that a balanced fartrilgtsire reduces the disparities in
delinquency between genders and that in unbalafaceidl structures those differences

are perpetuated (Hagan, 2002: 81).
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Both the liberation theory and the power-contradty read the higher rate of the
female criminality as an effect of the modern Westocieties, that are characterized
by gender equality and a participation of the wonmetie past male-dominated realms.
According these approaches, in fact, the more agtle of women in the economic

and social life explains the rise of a female cnafity in property crimes (e.g., larceny,

fraud and forgery), and more recently in assaultoranes and drinking-related

offense§’.

In opposition to these perspectives, fuwersity theory claims that higher female-to-

male arrest levels are due to social structuralditimms in which women face an

economic marginalization, such as higher rateseofiagle unemployment or more

female-headed households (Steffensmeir and Hayd@®)2 The presence of such
adverse economic circumstances for women makelpedsi predict an higher rate of

women’s criminality (especially in the propertyrogs).

Although contrasting explanations of female crinfitgait is interesting to note that
these current criminological theories give a releeato the socio-cultural context
where crimes occtf a clear understanding of female criminality, iederequires an
assessment of how gender issues and stereotypésnitd the involvement of women
in crime. Feminist research has indicated in cteems the importance of considering
the reasons that cause females to play an actienperiminal business, whereby the
specific needs and social positions of women muestatknowledged (Hepburn and
Simon 2006; Heidenson 1985). This seems partigukade when Nigerian trade in
human beings must be explained. Only after takimig account the gender inequality
and poor living conditions of Nigerian society, iis possible to understand why
trafficking is considered by many women: trafficgirepresents one of the few chances
available to females to achieve the economic indépece and a socially recognized
status (Beneduce 2003; Salt and Stein 1997; SiafEl). Regarding Nigerian female

2" However, it needs to be highlighted that the gemy@e in violent crimes, such as homicide or ropber
and drug law violations, has remained fairly cotesisover the past 40 years.

%8 |n this regard, for instance, Anderson and O’Cdinbavidson have noted how the demand for slaves
in all sex markets “is a socially, culturally anigtbrically determined matter” (Anderson and O’Celhn
Davidson 2003: 41) that should only be analyzedtsnoriginal context. The same relevance of the
cultural background is assumed in the comparatgearch of Hepburn and Simon, who emphasize how
specific cultural, economic, environmental, andpgitical factors contribute to each nation's ticdfing
problems (Hepburn and Simon 2006).
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criminality, how social status encourages femalef@wnity even in deviant behaviour
must be considered: as Agboola (2011) states ‘itiek &f crimes that are committed by
women, like those committed by men, reflect thedgerdefined social roles that are
available to them” (20%5.

2 For contributions on gender disparity and crimibahaviors in Nigerian society, sees: Agboola and
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CHAPTER Il

METHODOLOGY

2.1 Rationaleto a Vertical Mobility Approach: a New Proposal

As mentioned in Chapter |, some empirical studegehdemonstrated how a number
of the trafficked women have taken a more active iio the business by actually
becoming facilitators or entrepreneurs in the foom “madams” (Aghatise 2004;
Okojies 2009; Siegel and De Blank 2010; Siegel 20Ah explanation of the reasons
why the relationships between the individuals lured trafficking are so dynamics and
unclear is provided by Siegekertical mobilitytheory, which refers “to [the] changing
position of women within the organizational sidetlod sex sector” (Siegel 2011). Such
a mobility makes difficult to draw sharp dividinghés between the two opposing
figures of the victim and perpetrator because tharacters can holthtermediate
positiong’.
Therefore, when thinking to such ambiguous relathgps and roles in the THB any
binary classifications — e.g., victims/sex workefisfims/offenders, ‘good’ and innocent
women/bad and corrupted women - must be abandon&our of other approaches.
In the light of the limits of &anicheari interpretations, the author proposes a different
approach aimed at highlighting the relevant posgithat women hold in the trafficking

offences.

According to the definition provided by the UN Tireking Protocol, the abuse of a
state of vulnerability (see Chapter 1, paragragh4 stands out as one of the main
elements to identify a victim of trafficking offeacthat is, the victim is in a position of
vulnerability (which is abused by the traffickens)th little or no chances to self-
determine his or her living conditions. Conversdlye trafficking offender is an
individual who recruits, transfers or harbours ofhersons by means of coercion, threat

Oluwadare 2011.

% In order to further elucidate this matter, the pter relationships between the madams and their
trafficked girls has been mentioned: e.g., the ma&ldual role and the madam's favourite (Chapter I)

31 The Manichaeismis a dualistic philosophy dividing the world betmegood and evil principles. The
adjectivemanicheanis widely applied to describe a moral dualism, kghgood and evil are clearly
defined.
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and deception with the final intent to exploit thdman intermediate category, there are
the individuals who play certain roles in the tigking business so that they can be
regarded neither as victims nor as offenders; basethe chance for the individuals

lured in the trade to self-determine their actiand lives, the table below represents the

above mentioned middle position.

S0C10-8CONOIIIC
conditions in the origin
country

People who live a status | Coerced
No self determination VICTIMS of vulnerability, Threatenad
incduding the serious Decaived

Supposed no self

Madam’s favourite

Women live in a

Liwve the simultaneous

determination condition of condition of victim and
Independent Prostitute | psychological O ffence

Or dependency from their
Madam forced by other | traffickers

Supposed self individuals or by

determination organised crime groups

Self determination OFFENDER Organised in criminal | Intent to exploit the

network labour of other through

the means of coercion,
threat and deception

Table 2.1

In order to better define the role of those chaacbccupying the grey area (table 2.1),

it can be useful to draw a further table basedcernwo following variables:

I. Prostitution the most common type ekploitationexperienced by the majority of

Nigerian women lured into trafficking in Italy;

II. Coercionread both as a physical and psychological violence

The two variables have a pure face value and dréorfze read under a relationship of
dependence.

Through the table 2.2, the intermediate positioitkiwthe victim/offender model.
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Coercion

use coercion 1o use coercion Subject to

coercion

Vohmteer Prostitute Prostitute®

Prostitution

Exploitation <)

Madam’s
favourite*
d)

Victim
Madam*

Forced
prostitution

No
prostitution

Table 2.2

In the first column of the table 2.2, the variablé’rostitution implies three modes: 1.
volunteer prostitution; 2. forced prostitution; r® prostitution.
In the first row of the same table, the variab)eQbercion is represented by other three

different modes: 1. use of coercion; 2. no useoefrcion; 3. subject to coercion.

By a cross reading of the two variables, the hygtathl roles held by the characters
involved in the illegal trade can be drawn: the Bdxrepresents, for instance, a common
position of a madam who uses violence against tadficked girls (mode “use of
coercion”) and who is a sex worker at the same {imede “volunteer prostitution”):
several empirical studies, indeed, show that a prhadams continues to work as
prostitutes with the main purpose to teach theiffictked girls how the job must be
performed (Oude Breuil et al. 2011).

The boxes), b), e), g) andi) show some typical roles held by the individualetlinto
trafficking, such as the case of the traffickedtimicwho does not use violence against
anyone and who is forced by other individuals tmsfitute herself (in bog).

The other boxes represent much more complex rolébe boxd), for instance, the role
of the madam’s favourite is pointed out. The faweuuses coercion against other
trafficked girls (in accordance with her task ofecseeing the girls on behalf of her
madam) and she is forced by her madam to workpasstitute to pay off her debts. The
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most peculiar element characterising this fematerdas her dual role in the trafficking
offence: she is a trafficking victim and a madaatsomplice at the same time.

Boxesc) andf) show other critical positions which are actualifficlilt to define: boxf)
represents the condition of a person who is sub@agby means of force, or coercion,
and who is obliged to prostitute herself. In sucétate of subjugation is typically read
the victim. However, according to women’s accowsamemadamshave been obliged
to enter the trafficking business and forced totiome to prostitute themselves by their
acquaintances (Aikpitanyi 2011). Because a maddrahbits the contradictory position
of having experienced the harsh living conditiomsl ahe day-to-day problems of
trafficked women (and now contributing to such dtinds and problems), she plays an
ambiguous dual role in the THB industry; it becomegen more ambivalent when she
has not completely overcome the state of victinmratWhen the madam is used by
other individuals as a tool to perform criminalsashe can be included in the bihx

(such unusual role of madam is better argued irp&nd/, paragraph 5.3.1L

For women working in the sex market who experiertcafficking in the past, it is very
difficult to understand whether or not they areefte choose prostitution as their job.
When looking at their position in the trade, sel’elfaments must be taken into account,
l.e., the difficult living conditions that the foem African trafficked women may
experience on a daily basis in Italy in terms of: lack of other employment
opportunities, b. social and cultural stigmatizatiand c. irregularity of the judicial
status. This condition of social marginalizatiortcamiatically push women to consider
sex work as the only chance for the survival (Atigug005). Furthermore, trafficked
women have been subjected to a massive psycholagaditioning (through magic
and voodoo rites) during all the phases of traifigkk DNA 2012; Okojie 1992): such a
state of psychological subjugation deeply influendee way how these women
approach life. In this line of thought, that figuwsENigerian prostitute may be included
in box c): that is, a person who is subjected to some fahtoercion and who lives a
state of vulnerability.

The role of the Nigerian sex worker within THB irstity changes when she works in
the street aimed at earning enough money to briritaly a girl to exploit in her place.
In such a case, the sex worker is closer to becanpartner in crime with their

traffickers.
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Summarizing the main features of middle positionihiw the victim/trafficking model
(in the table 2.2), it can be stated that individweho hold such roles usually behave as

follows:

» They use coercion against other trafficked women &re forced into
prostitution at the same time. That is, the casthefmadam’s favourite and

the madam’s subjected to coercion by others;

* They prostitute themselves with the intent to brotger new girls in lItaly.
That is, the case of the former trafficked womerowtork in the prostitution
business with the clear intent of earning enougimeydo recruit new girls in
the tradé.

2.2 The Methodology for a Sensitive Research Topic

Sensitive research refers to the study of secrestigmatized, or deviant human
activity and behaviour involving vulnerable reséasubjects. All the THB issues and
the related phenomena (e.g., sex work and fordemll can be regarded without any
doubt as sensitive research topics which deal dethiant behaviours involving one of

the most vulnerable group: the trafficking persons.

As mentioned in the Introduction (Chapter 1), thhegent paper aims to: challenge the
current victim/perpetrator dichotomy approach amdtudy of human trafficking; detect

the intermediate roles of Nigerian trafficking; mdi¢y those elements which encourage
the mobility of the characters in the traffickingdustry; identify the steps undertaken
by trafficked women who move from a role to anotbee; provide empirical cases of

people who experienced trafficking and held midziisitions.

In order to achieve these goals, the author has aiseangulate different data-gathering
technique (based on qualitative approaches) aretsified sources. This methodology
has allowed the researcher to address the diffeanitive levels of the issues under
examination, ranging from the analysis of the aldé documentation to in-depth

interviews/conversations focused on specific faoétbe trafficking phenomenon (e.qg.,

%2 The independence of the Nigerian sex workers fiioair former traffickers is difficult to define. Fo
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women'’s recruiting in THB, their exploitation iraly and the way women exit from the

trade), and an observation within a Nigerian comityun

In this study the people researched - Nigerian wolaeed into the sex market in Italy -
belong to éhidden populatiovhose members are involved in a black mérket

The prostitution is considered a crime in sevelntries, and in Italy abolitionist
policies have been put into place since 458 means that prostitution itself is not
regarded by the Italian legislator as a crime batancillary activities, such as operating
a brothel and pimping, are illegal (Savona et 803). Because Nigerian trafficked
women are socially marginalized and work in a hrddector, their population size and
exact characteristics remain unknown. This meaas$ i not possible to define a
sampling frame (Di Nicola 2009).

On account of these issues, particular methodabgigproaches, such as greow-ball
sampling,have been privileged in this study. This type@pproach is based on seeking
a first contact with a member of the hidden popafatvho, at a later stage, becomes

theaccess keyo meet other individuals belonging to the popatat

In order to approach the researched people, thatidms/associations/institutes that
Nigerian women attend during, and after, one oftth#ficking phases in Italy must be
acknowledged. Furthermore, all those individualowisually come across trafficked
people must be considered as possible informants:

« Rings roads and peripheral streets: black and arjgrostitute¥

* Nigerian communities and their social networkstadyl including the African

Churches: Nigerian migrants in Italy;

» Social sheltersand day-care centers: social workers assistingmgcand the
trafficking victims;

this reason, the figure of the sex worker is ateduided under the voice “subject to coercion”.

% The first step to conduct an explanatory studyd (aspecially an ethnographic research) is the
identification of locations or places where theessher has higher chances to observe and meet the
researched subjects.

3 According the reports on prostitution providedrimn Profit organizations, the black prostitutesalisu
works in the most town peripheral roads and sub(@srretta 2009; Prina 2003).

% Prostitution is regulated by the Merlin Law (adeptin 1958). This law abolished the brothels and
defined as a new offence the exploitation of ptastin (article 3.8).
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* Non-governmental organizations with "Street Unifoviding counseling
services for street sex workers: social servicevigess, prostitutes and

trafficked women;
* Internet web sites/blogs: clients of prostituted ar-clients;

» Police Offices/ Public Prosecutor Offices: publiogecutors and individuals

convicted to offences referred to articles 600-602-Italian penal code;

* International and UN organizations working on migma matters / Italian
Research Centers on Migration / International nete/@f research: scholars
and researchers who have gathered case studiefe atdries of trafficked

persons).

2.2.1 Triangulate Different Data-gathering Technique: @bstion, Interview and
Content analysis

In order to overcome the difficulties tied to theidy of the hidden population of
Nigerian trafficked women (for which it is imposklio establish a sample frame) three
qualitative techniques have been combir{@dobservation(ll) interview;(lll) content
analysis This system guarantees a comparison of the resdtseved by each
techniqué®.

As Mays and Pope (1994) states observational methedd in social science involve
the systematic, detailed observation of behaviaand talks of a social group or
individuals in their natural settings (182): theshnique therefore allows researchers to
observe what people do in “real life” contexts, awd what they say they do.

Because observational research does interferesastepossible in the activities of the
people being studied (Alder & Alder, 2000), it sually applied to investigate sensitive
issues, and especially when: 1. there are littlenorinformation on a distinctive
phenomenon (e.g., a new political movement or apeeted social occurrence); 2.
there is a large gap between the viewpoint of peapitside a social group and the

individuals who populate that social group (e.¢hne groups); 3. the phenomenon is

% For information on different academic approactedated to triangulate data-gathering techniques, se
Cardano, 2012.
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difficult to be observed because it deals with sdmetopic, such as deviant criminal
groups.

Even though the observational methods guaranteeatch and record what people do
and say in their natural settings, researchers roibge actions usually stimulate

modifications in behaviour or actions, or encourageospection or self-questioning
among those being researched: this is knowia@asthorne effect (Mays and Pope

1994: 182).

The author came to the use of observational metbnlysafter having tried to perform
face to faceinterviews with two Nigerian women who experiendeafficking (June
2012, Milan, see Table 2.3). For the poor restits author gained in the two
interviews, she found that interviewing was not thest suitable technique because of
some characteristics related to the individualseustudy:
1) Thelanguage Nigerian women usually did not speak Italian @ic@l English
(while the researcher did not speak African langsagypidgin Englist?’);
2) Thelack of trust these women did not trust new people (althoughatithor was
introduced to them by their acquaintances);
3) Thetrafficked women traumawomen were scared to speak about madams and

pimps.

As the in-depth conversations with the two Nigerimmomen have revealed, in
conducting ethnographic sensitive research witmenalble individuals the interactions
between the researcher and those researched azeelst fragile and subject to break
downs.

In this case, the failure of the author to intenirey Nigerian women allowed her to
make two interesting hypothesis: (1) the researchudgects needed to be approached
by unobtrusive methods; (2) the trafficked womemkrnsome psychological troubles
when they spoke about their experience in the rsdusiry.

While the first observation refers to the methodalal approach of this study, the
second point concerns a characteristic of the resed people, and it needs a further
analysis.

3" The most popular language among Nigerians..
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The trauma of many trafficked women, and their gainenwillingness to remind the
slavery-like conditions they experienced, is repdrby a number of social service
providers working for victims’ assistance (TAMPEBQ®; Bonetti and Pozzi 2012,
Giaretta 2009). According to these latter, in fabligerian women forced into
prostitution live in a permanent state of fearttlsadue both to their harsh living
conditions and violence perpetrated by the traffiski.e., the fear of a revenge of their
pimps against their parents; the daily fear to nvegent clients; the fear to meet law
enforcement officers and of being repatriate in nlagéive country, with the shame of
having failed the project of migration (Bonetti ahdzzi 2012; Giaretta 2009).

On the basis of these findings, the author dectdeslccess Nigerian women in social
and cultural settings where they could feel conaflol¢ and self-confident, and where
they did not perceive to be regarded as traffickethen by an Italian external observer
(as it happened when they were directly questianed)

Attempting to minimise the mentioned Hawthorne dffethe author adopted an
“observer role” that allowed her to participate time activities of the researched
subjects’ natural settings, while observing them.

Based on the research question of this study, ulfeafound Nigerian communities in

Italy as best natural settings to perform an olzem on THB phenomenon. These
ethnic microcosms indeed are mostly populated lmyafe migrants who are often

involved in the trafficking of women in differentays and levels (although not all the
members take part in the business).

The author performed her observation in a Nigedammunity of Palermo for three

main practical reasons:

1. The author'skey access contacfMr Vivian Wiwoloku) belonged to that
Nigerian Community. The key contact granted théhaui “safe” position to

perform her observation on women involved in theBToffencé®;

2. Several informanf§ had previously reported to the author that Nigeria
community in Palermo was populated both by migraméstituting themselves

% The inner dynamics of Nigerian ethnic communities usually unstable and an exposed action by an
external observer can become a risky activity fierresearcher.
*Interviews number 14, 19 and 20.
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and entrepreneurs of the business of traffickingl{sas pimps, madams and
controllers): Therefore, it represented an ideatumah setting to watch
relationships between victims and offenders.

3. The community was experiencing a period of inn@ulies and conflicts
characterized by violent attacks against Nigeriar workers, that remained

basically unexplained.

The first access key contact in Nigerian Communiys Mr Vivian Wiwoloku, a
Nigerian priest belonging to the Waldesian Chuidd.was at the head of a non profit
organisation, named Pellegrino della Terra Onluat tvas founded with the purpose to
assist Nigerian women brought to Italy and luretd tnafficking.

After a talk with Mr Wiwoloku during which the auth explained her role as observer,
she was introduced in the Community by taking thle of Italian teacher for a group of
Nigerian women.

In order to avoid any change in behaviours or astiof the observed subjects, the
author did not reveal her research purpose andangsadentity to the staff of the
Association and to her students. During the fiestsbn, the researcher introduced
herself as the new Italian teacher: the positifecedf such a strategy was that Nigerian
women quickly accepted the researcher, giving learin level of closeness and trust.
By covering that role, the researcher was ableach Nigerian female migrants in Italy
by moderately or peripherally participating in thactivities as aetached insider

In spite of these positive effects, the role of tkacher partly limited the research
activities: it did not allow the researcher to ditg ask women about important
arguments related to the research question. Thoblgm was partially overcome
planning some lessons on topics that could polgntieveal information on women'’s
past story. For instance, based on the languag#ssesof the textbook, the researcher
asked her Nigerian students to write short textsheir daily life and their staying and
arrival in Italy: women’s answers represented foe author an interestingacktalk®
(for example, the author received some informatarthe year of women’s arrival in

Italy and the towns they came from).

“° The term “backtalk” refers to all the observaticarsd comments of the subjects studied that the
researcher collects during the observation period.
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For clear privacy reasons, the lessons was notthpeany recording system. After the
ending of each lesson, the author wrote field noégmarding the way how women
behaved and answered when some sensitive topiestaugrhed in language sessions.
At the end of the period of observation, the autimerviewed Mr Wiwoloku. This
allowed the author to compare hypothesis on thaqienon she developed during the
period of observation (we spoke about soeial statusof the trafficked women inside
Nigerian Community in Palermo, the female careah# hierarchy of criminal groups
and the common usage of the magic among Africaplpgo

Other two in-depth interviews with some Italian isbevorkers who collaborated with

the Pellegrino della Terra Association were inctidethe observation field.

In conclusion, the observation of a Nigerian Comityuenabled the researcher to:
* access to a group of women who are experiencinggxperienced in the
past, trafficking and street prostitution;
» observe Nigerian women’s daily life in Italy artetway how they come to

terms with the local social and cultural context.

While the observation aimed to uncover the worldNegerian women in Italy with
first-hand exploration of naturalistic settingsteviewing technique was used to
acknowledge striking elements of Nigerian THB bteatling to personal perspectives
and interpretations of the interviewees.

The interviewing was applied by the researcher dlbect data from the following
typology of informants: (1) social service provisiavorking in combating THB; (2)
officers of governmental and public institutes; $8holars and officers of international

organizations or University research centers.

In this study, in-depth and unstructured interviemese generally preferred because of
their flexibility (that suits perfectly in an explatory research as this one). This
qualitative method is used to investigate issuatdhe potentially embarrassing for the
respondents because deals with intense and persanale events that may have
negative implications for the respondents if regdalSchuetze, 1977 and 1983;
Hermanns, 1991, 183; Muehlefeld et.al., 1981).
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Moreover, the in-depth and unstructured interveawids, or limits, the usage of the

typical question/response schema in favour of aemmarrative schema where the

interviewee is encouraged to use her own spontan&mguage in the narration of

events. In this way, the perspective of the intamée is best revealed in the story
(Bauer, 1996).

As previously mentioned, only in few cases intemmg was used to approach Nigerian

women who experienced trafficking. In one of theases, it was deliberately chosen by

the author because the woman showed to be verydeonfwith the Italian language

and had no apprehension to report about her life.

The interviewing technique was changed accordirtfgeanterviewees’ profile:

1.

Unstructured and in-depth interviewhe researcher preferred this type of
interviewing when she approached Nigerian womersuich a case, the author
wanted to guarantee to their interviewees to fréalytheir own story with no or
little interferences in the talk from her. Theeascher observed, indeed, that
very informal conversations helped the women imgeself-confident during
the interview.

Generally, they showed not to like any recordingtam: when the recorder was
switched off, they spoke in a more friendly waydiag some personal data on

their family and their native country.

Semi-structured interview formdthe author used this interviewing technique to
speak with social workers, officers of governmewtainternational associations

(in Annex Il an example of semi-structured intewiformat is provided).

According to the goals of this research, the follgyinstitutes, non profit associations

and governmental agencies, located throughoutaitalerritory, were identified and

contacted for interviewing:

Northern Italy: Genoa/Turin (Ligura and Piedmont): La casa di Isoke;
Maschile PluraleMilan (Lombardy): Cooperativa lotta contro I'emarginazon
Caritas AmbrosianaJurin (Piedmont): Associazione Abele/Libera; Freedom

Legality and Right in Europe.
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* Central Italy: Rome (Lazio): Bee free - C.ILE. Ponte Galeria; Interomal
Organisation for Migration (IOM) - Trafficking Fot@&oint; Parsec — Prof.
Francesco Carchedi; Direzione Nazionale Antimafiaprecuratore Giusto
Sciacchitano; Caritas Roma — Ufficio ImmigraziongéAquila (Abruzzo),
Procura della Repubblica - procuratore David Maincin

e Southern Italy: Palermo (Sicily): Cooperazione Internazionale Sud Sud;
Nigerian Embassy in Sicilia, Waldensian Church; Biastore Onlus; Progetto
Maddalena Caritas Palermo; IOM Lampedusa; CoordemamAntitratta Favour

and Loveth; Universita di Palermo — prof. Sergipdlia.

The Table 2.3 reports the main references of thmt2bviews performed by the author,
l.e.: the interview number, the role of the intewee and the organisation where he or

she worked, and the date and place where the ieteswvere performed. In the paper,

each interview will be referred through the numiggrorted below:

Interview | Role of the Office or Organisation Date and place of
number interviewee the interview
No.1 Social service Associazione Abele NGO October 19, 2010
provider - street unit41 Turin
No. 2 Anti-Mafia National Anti-Mafia June 1, 2011
Prosecutor Prosecutor’s Office Rome
(DNA)
No. 3 Social service - Project Consultant at June 20,2011
provider Caritas Interview by phone
- General Manager in
Nigeria at Metal
Construction (from 1970
to 1977)
No. 4 Advocacy and Project | - Organisation for Security | January 12,2012
Officer and Cooperation in Rome
Europe in Geneva
- Counter-Trafficking
Focal Point IOM Rome
No.5 Sociologist Counter-Trafficking Focal | January 12,2012
Point IOM Rome Rome

41 Street unit refers to a social service specialisditst assistance of street prostitutes.
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No. 6 Albanian social Counter-Trafficking Office | May 2, 2012
service provider at Caritas Tirana Milan
No. 7 Social service Cooperativa lotta contro June 26, 2012
provider I'emarginazione sociale - | Milan
NGO
No. 8 Social service Cooperativa lotta contro June 26, 2012
provider I'emarginazione sociale - | Milan
NGO
No. 942 Ukrainian woman July 1, 2012
who experienced an Milan
episode of sex assault
No. 10 Bolivian man who July 1, 2012
experienced like- Milan
slavery conditions
and forced labour
No. 11 Nigerian woman who July 1, 2012
was trafficked and Milan
exploited in the
street
No. 12 Nigerian woman who
was trafficked and July 2,2012
exploited in the Milan
street
No. 13 Ex victim of La Casa di Isoke#3 December 16, 2012
trafficking and social Genoa
service provider
No. 14 Head of CISS NGO Cooperazione February 1, 2013
Internazionale Sud Sud - Palermo
CISS NGO
No. 15 Coordinator of IOM Rome February 22, 2013
Migration and Rome
Development Unit
No. 16 Legal expert who Praesidium Project?s in February 22, 2013
identify vulnerable Lampedusa for IOM Italy | Rome
people in CDA%
No. 17 Social service - BeeFree ONG February 19, 2013

42 The interviews from no.9 to no.12 were performedthe Offices of Cooperativa lotta contro

I'emarginazione sociale.
43 La Casa d’Isoke is a Care Centre for Nigeriarfitkdd women in Turin.

44 The CDA acronym stands for Centri d’Accoglienzec@ption centres). They provide very basic aid for

immigrants who irregularly cross the Italian border

45 Praesidium project focuses on consolidating réseptapacities with respect to migration flows,

reaching the island of Lampedusa and other st@tegider points on the Sicilian coasts.
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provider who - Centre of Identification Rome
identify vulnerable and Expulsion of illegal
people in CIE#¢ migrants (Ponte Galera

CIE)

No. 18 Professor of PARSEC Consortium February 20, 2013
Sociology and University of Rome “La Rome
consultant for Sapienza”

UNICRI, IOM, UNODC

No. 19 Social service - Loveth and Favour March 7, 2013

provider Counter trafficking Unit Palermo
- Cooperazione
Internazionale Sud Sud -
CISS NGO Bari

No. 20 Social service Cooperazione March 7, 2013
provider Internazionale Sud Sud - Palermo

CISS NGO Palermo

No. 21 - Catholic sister who | - Caritas - street unit in March 27,2013
lived in Nigeria for 10 | Palermo Palermo
years - Loveth and Favour
- Social service Counter trafficking Unit
provider

No. 22 Social service Caritas - Immigration April 15,2013,
provider Office in Italy Rome

No. 23 Public Prosecutor District Anti-Mafia May 9, 2013,

Prosecutor’s Office L’Aquila
(DIA)

No. 24 - Nigerian priest - Nigerian Community May 15, 2013
- Founder of - Pellegrino della Terra Palermo
Pellegino della Terra | NGO
NGO - Waldesian Church

No. 25 [talian journalist who | Correspondent ISMU from | May 20, 2013
live in Abuja Nigeria Interview by phone
(Nigeria)

Table 2.3 —table of reference

Finally, the analysis of the existing data and meh was used to gather further data:
this method enabled the researcher to be awareéhefamount of data on this

phenomenon was available.

46 CIE means Centre of Identification and Expulsidnillegal migrants. As envisaged by the state
structure, the foreigners found in Italy in a stafeirregularity are identified and repatriated ttir
countries of origin.
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For the purposes of this paper, indeed, unobtrusiasures are needed to find
quantitative data or figures on trafficking in huma These typology of data was
collected through large scale and comparative reBday: EUROSTAT: annual report
on Trafficking in Human Beings; IOM, data-base be trafficked persons repatriated;
UNODOC, human trafficking case law database; UNIC&Imparative research; the
US Department of State, which publishes annualbffibking in Persons (TIP); the
NAPTP reports on victims and offenders. In theldtalpanorama some archival records
are made available by: The Department for Equal o@ippities and its National
Observatory on Trafficking; the National Antimafimit; the Home Office; the National
Office Against Racial Discrimination; the Departrhexf Public Security; the Italian
National Institute of Statistics.

Since the slavery question in Italy, and its relatsues, was the object of a number
journalistic investigations, the author performeatantent analysis of the following
newspaper and magazines: Corriere Immigrazione;epaBblica; Terre di Mezzo;

People and Power — Aljazeera.

Finally, it must be reported that the main orgatie in the civil society working
against trafficking in humans often use informahmhel of communication such as
internet blogs, facebook groups or pages and weds.sin order not to miss the
information of such sources, the author viewedqaically the following internet sites:

- Coordinamento Favour and Loveth and Spazio Mdvidpanti's facebook groups;

- https://www.facebook.com/claudio.magnabosco.1?fsef=

- http://maschileplurale.it/cms/

- http://piamonlus.blogspot.jt/

- http://www.inafrica.it/benincity/fondi.html

- http://www.ynaija.com/

- http://stranieromavero.blogspot.it

- http://www.amicidilazzaro.it/
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2.3 Considerations
The anthropological methodology used for the redeaopic has made this

contribution a unique and unrepeatable field work THB phenomenon, for the

following main elements:
1) The subjectivity of the researcher: the personal characteristicsthef
researcher conditioned the relationships with peaglsearched, and shaped
field social interactions in unexpected ways. Insthegard, three main
characteristics of the researcher determined retematcomes: gender, race and
age. Firstly, as a female researcher participaiingvomen’s activities, the
researcher had easy access to female naturalgsatishe was not perceived as
threatening to them. Secondly, the researcher rdifferacial and cultural
background was a disadvantageous in fieldwork ksdligerian women often
perceive ltalians as an external and unknown grdinrdly, the age of the
researcher played positively in the researchersatanteractions with the
observed women; as those persons were among 280ayehrs old, they looked
the researcher as a peer who could understandave Some of their main

interests and daily problems (from evening entent&nts to caring of children).

3. Not standardizatiorof the research process: the research path ustu @uthor
is not replicable as it refers to a specific timpice and a distinctive group of
individuals. This entails that the present fieldlwstudy can not longer be done

in the same way as the researcher did it.

Although the qualitative methodology applied insthlstudy ensured real and natural
settings in data gathering, the author experienseche typical problems of the
anthropological studies:

1) A time-consuming activityApproaching trafficked women and watching their
behaviours in natural setting was a time-consumanogjvity. The biggest
problem was to find a first contact to access #wearched people. In a first
time, the author tried to achieve the key conta&irg to Italian social service
providers working against THB. For clear privacydasecurity reasons,
however, little or no personal data on victims wesleased by social workers to
external observers (as the researcher was): tleandser tried two times to
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2)

3)

approach Nigerian women living inside social shslteut she was not able to
speak with them. After that first failure, the rasghed tried not to limit her

research to the category of “trafficking victimsidashe enlarged it to the more
general group of “Nigerian women involved in th& searket”. Looking for that

group of people, the researcher had basically thances to reach them: (a)
directly in their working place (the street) or (ip)those places/locations that
women attended when they did not prostitute themeselBecause the first
option could place the researcher in risky nataedtings (with little chance to

be practically performed) it was rejected in favaiirthe second option that
guaranteed the author no too exposed positioreidwiork. When the researcher
realized that the most of Nigerian women belongeart ethnic community or to
an African Church, she tried to take an accessaconh one of these social
groups. After the researcher met priest Wiwolokwe spent her time to win

women'’s trust.

Limited number of case®ue to the issues mentioned in the previous ptet
total number of approached people was quite limitéds means that the results
of this research can not be representative foretitege population of Nigerian
trafficked women. Regarding this limit, it needshie recalled that the aim of
this study is not to write a new generalizing tlyeon THB but is to highlight
intermediate roles and grey areas between the pposing figures of victim
and offender. Pursuing this goal, the represergaéss of the collected cases is

more relevant than the final cases’ amount.

Ethical Dilemma Because in anthropological studies researcheesttli deal
with life of people, their research’s activitiest@lenine several ethical concerns
that are tied to the people’s security and privaoghts. When using
anthropological approaches, researchers must besavat the gathered data
must not be published when it puts into risky ctinds the individuals.
Supporting such view some scholars state that enrésearchers’ duty is to
tailoring their data collection methods to both gensitivity of the research
topic and the vulnerability of social groups andiwduals (Hobbs 2002; Lee
1993).
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Because the author has already conducted a fiekdstady on the trafficking
victims in Albania, she was aware about the vulpiditg of that social group.
Thanks to that first contact with women who hadexignced trafficking, the
researcher understood the importance to approase ttwomen by moderately
or peripherally participating in their activitie¥hanks to the role of detached
insider (i.e., the role of the teacher), the authidrnot experience serious ethical
problems. When writing the reports on the obseovaperformed during the
learning sessions, the researcher spoke aboutdbe g a general way without
making any reference to a particular individual ,aploviously, avoiding to use

their true names.

Although the reported negative effects or concemsst be taken into account when
looking the results of this study, the researclogtioue to believe that anthropological
techniques have represented the only researchtpatipproach trafficking people’s
group. As a part of current literature on qualtatmethodologies for sensitive research
topics claim researchers must assume social rolasfit into the worlds they are
studying, especially when the research subjectsarancriminality and deviant groups
(Alder and Alder 1987: 8).
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CHAPTER 1lI

Background to the Study: National Regulations and &cial Context

By acknowledging cultural contexts and legislativameworks of the two Nations
involved in the phenomenon, the reader can fullgaustand the meaning of the
trafficked women’s eyewitness accounts: women'sysitadeed refer to rituals, living
conditions and fears that are indissolubly tiedifeocontexts of the origin country and
the destination country. The characters involvetha offence base their behaviour on
values and customs that are rooted in their natiiéure. At the same time, the
migration process ask these people to come to teithdhe new cultural models of the
trafficking destination country. The analysis o€ thultural gap that Nigerian women
live when brought in Italy help us to understanel thain issues they face on daily basis,
and the reasons why these women suffer of sociayjinadization. In order to better
understand this point, it is important to acknowiedhe way how Italy provides state
protection and social assistance to traffickingtime, and what measures it takes in
combating trafficking offenders. Attempting to deke the trafficking phenomenon in
its different stages, an overview on actions ofddign law enforcement agencies aims
at highlighting whether, or not, this country takeffective measures to limit

international THB.

Attempting to provide the reader with the necesdmgkground to the THB study,
references on Italian and Nigerian anti-traffickiage and measures are debated in first
two paragraphs, whereas genders issues and traditibuals of Nigerian society are

explained in last two paragraphs.

3.1 Theltalian Anti-trafficking Law and Measures for Victims Protection

The UN Trafficking Protocol (Chapter paragraph 1.1.3 provides a definition of
trafficking in persons offence on a broad intermadl level. In accordance with
international law, in 2003, Italy adopted Law n@82which reformed the content of

articles dealing with slavery, slavery-like praescand trafficking in persons offences
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(referred to articles 600, 601 and 602 criminaledodhe new law specified the core
elements occurring in the offences and generatlyeimsed the penalties for trafficking
offenders. Furthermore, it paid specific attentiorthe possible associative aspects of
those crimes and some repressive and investigatieasures (generally applied in
Mafia-type association crimes) were introduceddmbat trafficking.

Article 600 of the criminal code, titled “reducing or keeping in slavery or servitude”,
gives a clear definition of the offence and proside detailed description of its key

elements. As reads, reduction to, or keeping avesly and servitude occurs when

“Whoever exercises on another person powers eguivdab property rights or who
reduces to or keeps another person in a positiopeasistent subjugation, forcing
him/her to work or furnish sexual services or t@,ber any whatever type of activity
that implies his/her exploitation, shall be pungsheith imprisonment for a period
between eight or twenty years” (Article 600 c.d.).

Through this provision, the Italian legislator dgiuishes between “slavery” and
“servitude”. The state of servitude referees toghdicular condition when physical or
psychological subjugation does not cover necegsalil the life of the person but
actually produces a situation of exploitation. Bgluding the state of servitude in the
provision, the Italian legislator attempts to ird#uin the offence each possible form of
exploitatiort’.

Article 601 deals directly with the offence of freking in persons, especially by
punishing the following three types of conduct: itig trafficking of persons who are in
the situation described in article 600, (2) theuiceiment by deception to enter, stay
within, or exit from the national territory, or tmove within it, with the purpose of
reducing or keeping another person in slavery ovitsele, (3) forcing a person by
means of violence, threat, deceit, abuse of authart by profiting from a situation of
physical or psychological inferiority or a situatiof necessity to enter, stay within, or
exit from the national territory, or to move withity for the purpose enounced by the
previous article (TRANSCRIME, 2003). This provisiattempts to contain each

47 By referring directly to servitude the legislaturas included this specific form of subjugationtlie
provision. In addition, it contains some forms gpitation (such as forced begging or prostitufjdyut
the list is intentionally left open for difficultseto foresee in advance what other forms of exqioin
may evolve in the future (Transcrime, 2003: 88).
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conduct of “commercialization” of the victims: ine# it punishes the entrance, the
staying and the transferring of persons withinronf the Italian territory®.

Finally, article 602 relating the “acquisition adi$position of slaves” includes all those
cases which may not fall within the scope of agti6éD1 by enlarging the culpability to
“whoever buys or alienates or gives a person in @nthose situations described in
article 600".

Looking at the judgements of Italian courts forfficking in persons and slavery-like
practices’ offences, the charge of trafficking argons is often read together to offences
listed in: (a) article 416bis c.d. on “Mafia-type association” and (b) articl@ 1
Consolidated Test on “provisions against illegalmigration”. Indeed, as recent
judgements of the courts have brought to light,eXen trafficking is controlled by
criminal networks which have some typical featurédvafia-type associatiofs The
coordination of all the investigations related thames of trafficking and slavery-like
practices refers to the Direzione Nazionale Antim@DNA), which operates under the
Ministry of Justice and through its district ages®i

Concerning the investigate activities, accordingthe U.S. Trafficking in Persons
Report (2012), in 2010 the Italian State investeda®,333 suspected trafficking
offenders, it brought to trial 621 trafficking offéers and convicted 174 trafficking
offenders (196).

Together with the repression of crimes relatedrédfitking in humans, the above-
mentioned Law no. 228/03 established relevant mreastor victims assistante
Indeed, new tools for adequate protection and aidpgople who have experienced
trafficking, and the consequent exploitation, werieoduced; Article 18 Consolidated

“8 Considering the main elements which compose tfienoé of trafficking in persons (to induce an
illegal migrant to enter into borders of natioradritory) obviously this other charge can easilpstdgute

a case of concurrence with the offence mentionextiole 12, "provisions against illegal immigratio

9 To deal with cases such these, Law no. 228/03hksged the range of instruments available to the
agencies investing trafficking in persons and ezlatrimes (it allowed them to use some typical
techniques for investigation into organized crimgsh as interceptions and undercover activitiec(@ar

9 law no. 288/03 enlarges the discipline of the faw 203/91 to all those offences refereed to lagtic
600-604).

* Through articles no. 12-13 of the above mentiolaerd the legislature constituted a fund “for anti-
trafficking measures which aims at supporting thpseple who find themselves exploited by criminal
groups or have been trafficked. In the Fund "foe #mti-trafficking measures" two different funds
converge: 1) the sums assigned under article 18d@idiated Text in favour of foreign citizens vicsrof
violence or of exploitation, who are in danger fiaving attempted to escape from their perpetragrs;
the proceeds of confiscations arising from judgmeof conviction for offenses listed in articles
600,601,602 criminal code.
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Text guarantees assistance to foreigners who atemei of trafficking. It declares in
clear terms that Italian authorities must proteey &oreign citizen if situations of
violence or serious exploitation against him/hex fmund, “and his safety is seriously
threatened, as a result of attempting to escapm ftoe control of a criminal
organisation" (Art. 18.1). With the main goal toofact the victim, this provision
introduces a renewable six-month permit for foregtizens found to be victims of
trafficking. The permit is given to those victimshav participate in support or
reintegration programmes (denouncing their owngartors is not compulsory).
Reading article 18, it is clear that Italian legtsk regarded the assistance as a
fundamental tool for a “equal standing of victimghahe state’s concern to punish
perpetuators of serious criminal offences” (TRANSKIR, 2003).

While from 2000 to 2006 the number of traffickecttims assisted by the Italian
government was growing (at an average of 16.4 pércaccording to several sources,
starting from 2007 the residence permit (referegdnt article 18) had a relevant

reduction.

Table No. 3
Nationality and number of young victims of trafficking following social

protection programmes (2000 - 2007, Call for proposals No. 1-7)

CallNa. 1 CallNo. 2 CallNo. 3 CallNo. 4 CallNo. 5 CallNo. &6 CallNo. 7
E:f;:,f;"“' {2000- {2001- {2002- {2004 (2004- (2005- (zoos- | Total
e 2001) 2002) 2003) 2005) 2002) 2006) 2007)

awv. aw. awv. av. av aw aw. aw
Africa, of
which. 12 15 12 30 44 76 33 223
Migeria {13} {13) {7 (23) (31 (53) 25 165
Other _ . \
countries B - 3 ) 13 (23) a (58
East Europe,
———r 66 65 55 70 89 187 152 603
Albania {34) {29) {9) (8) (2 {12) (3) (99)
Romania (15) (25) (32) (63) (a0 (161) (145) (521)
Other ) an (14) (8) @) (4) 2 (73)
countries
Russia - 1 - - 5 6
South _ _ 3 - - 4 7
America
Other B* y y 9 6 3 a 30
countries
Total 87 81 70 118 130 266 108 059
% of A
Nigerian r;erage
milnors on 15.00 16.00 10,00 19.50 22.30 19.90 12.60 Period
total of 16.4
minors

Source: Elaboration by PARSEC based on data of the Department for Equal Opportunities; * 2 are ltalian nationals

62



However, in 2011, according to the US TIP Repofil@), the Italian government
identified and referred for care 724 new traffigkivictims and it continued to provide

comprehensive assistance to 836 victims referrguemious years (197

3.2 Nigerian National Strategies on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings
According to the US Department of State’s Traffigkiin Persons Report (2012),
“the Government of Nigeria does not fully complytlwthe minimum standards for the
elimination of trafficking, but is making signifioa effort to do so” (276}. In the last
two years the government has not demonstrateccmuftiprogress in its anti-trafficking
law enforcement efforts, coming back among thosmts that do not meet minimum

standards of combating trade in humans (ranke@Jiér

2005 2006 2007 2008 =09 Tl a1 . g )

Table 3.2

In 2000, accepting the challenges to enforce measiar combat trafficking in human
beings, Nigeria signed the UN Convention on Tratisnal Organized Crime and its
Trafficking Protocol, which was internally domestied by the Trafficking in Persons
(Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administrativet42003).

This act established an agency, the National Agdéacyhe Prohibition of Traffic in
Persons and other related matters (NAPTIP), whiat eharged with a set of duties: (a)
to coordinate and enforce all existing laws onficking in persons and other related

offences, (b) to strengthen the effective legal msefor international cooperation in

*1 The data produced by governmental sources su¢heaBepartment of Equal Opportunities stop in
2008.

2 |n last decade Nigeria has made some efforts frdwe the law enforcement on combating and
preventing trafficking in human beings: indeed, l&lin 2001 Nigeria was classified by the Traffiadiim
Persons Reports (TIP) of U.S. Department of Stat téer 2, the TIP Report dated 2010 included Nage
among tier 1 states (see Table 1.1).

3 The rank tier 2 is for those states that did neenminimum standards of combating human traffigkin
It refers to minimum standards for the eliminatiointrafficking found in section 8 of the Traffickgn
Victims Protections Act (U.S. Law on Trafficking Rersons).
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criminal matters for suppressing the internatiawivities of trafficking in persons, and

(c) to supervise, control and coordinate the rdhation of trafficked persons and

participating in proceedings relating to trafficiarsons’.

Basically, NAPTIP get a dual role: it is both thtate body charged to combat
trafficking and the governmental organisation cotiedi to improving assistance for
victims.

Regarding the efforts of Nigerian government inggauting perpetuators of trafficking,

in 2009 NAPTIP reported 149 investigations, 26 poogions and 26 convictions for
trafficking offences. As the data show, in receaang the number of convictions has
increased significantly, from 1 in 2004 to 42 inl2Qcorresponding to nearly a third of
total cases during the reported period (Table R&ading the table, it can be easily
observed that the majority of convictions are imiBeCity (the town most affected by

the trafficking phenomenon).

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2006 2000 0 TOTAL

Abuja - - - - - E| 1 1 5
Lagos - ' 1 1 3 5 1 4 17
Kano - 2 - - 7 3 13 o 34
Uyo - - 1 - 1 P 1 5
Eenin 1 - 1 4 1 3 7 17 34
Sokoto - - - - 11 10 4 T 33
Emgn - - 1 2 2 - 2 7
."|..I aidug - - - - - - 1 4 5
ri

Towl 1 4 4 7 25 26 30 42 13%

Table 3.2 Summary of convictions 2004 — Decembé&d 20
(ttp://www.naptip.gov.ng/databaseanalysis.fhtml

540kojie, p. 166.
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In spite of these successes, Nigerian courts tehdonproperly punish the offenders of
trafficking and slavery-like practices even wheeythtare clearly found guilty of these
crimes. In recent years, “roughly a third of conetettraffickers received fines in lieu of
prison time, and despite identifying 386 labourffitking victims, the government
prosecuted only two forced labour cases” (US Depant of State, 2012: 270).
Concerning the improvements in victim protectioncompliance with its commitments
of assistance, NAPTIP has established eight neltesti€in Abuja, Lagos, Kano, Benin
City, Enugu, Sokoto, and Uyo), providing for: fooclpthing, counselling, medical
treatment and vocational trainffigRecent data published on the NAPTIP official web
site shows the number of victims who came into @onwith the shelter system. The

table below shows the number of the individualsdm#n shelters according the gender

and the age
TEAR TOTAL MALE FEMALE 1-17T YRS 18-27YERES 1BYES AND
ABOVE
JAM- 73 15 Hid 3B i b
DEC. 2004
JAMN- 341 &1 28D 121 125 15
DEC 2005
JAM- 383 40 313 178 180 5
DEC 2006
JAMN- 1004 330 74 4482 408 44
DEC 2007
JAM- 1268 333 L34 628 562 e
DEC. 2008
JAM- 1250 419 231 540 573 137
DEC. 20090
JAM- 1047 220 BT 540 457 40
DEC 2010
JAMN- 318 a7 231 2125 o8 T
ATNG. 2011
GRAND 5675 1515 4160 2802 1530 343
TOTAL

Table 3.3: details of victims rescued between 22041
(http://www.naptip.gov.ng/databaseanalysis.html

% The shelter system runs in strict cooperation wither stakeholders (such as domestic NGOs) which
usually take the form of provisional rehabilitati@entres providing skills training and micro-credit
assistance for victims (in order to give them saime@nce at economic independence).
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As it is possible to observe in the table 3.3 tteamty of the hosted people are young
females. About their age, it is important to hight the high percentage of minors: In
2011 minors were almost a third of the total andhi@ previous year nearly one half
(44.6 percent).

Finally, NAPTIP has got also the important role stfrengthening international
cooperation in criminal matters for suppressingittiernational trafficking in persons
(as stated in Section 4 of the act). Pursuingdhjsctive, NAPTIP encouraged bilateral
agreements with states of destination of Nigerianims of trafficking, mainly with
Italy, which was recognised as one of the main geao destination countries.

The cooperation between these two countries start@899, when the Embassy of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria in Italy requested austrative assistance from the Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in two main fields: (lthe development of a plan of action
for Nigeria to combat trafficking in human beingsdasexual exploitation and (2) the
enhancement of consultation among the law enforneagencies of the two nations. In
2000, the two states signed a bilateral agreentebmbat clandestine immigration
which included the commitment to respect humantsigh the repatriation policies of
illegal migrants. All these agreements had the mgaimposes of developing an
integrated approach between Nigeria and Italy ghtfhg the human trafficking
business and of contributing to the formulation angdlementation of effective policies

against that international crime.

3.3 The Social Context

The elements that are characteristic of the sogitawal context must be considered
when explaining the Nigerian trafficking of womekfter a brief historicakexcursuson
the Nigeria Republic, in next two paragraphs themeo’s position in the Nigerian
society and the voodoo rites are analyzed in coange with the trafficking issue.
Several sources indicate that such elements catgriin different ways to ensure that
more vulnerable women are lured into the traffigkiprocess (DNA 2010, 2012,
UNICRI/UNODC 2003).

A British protectorate since 1901, Nigeria becameénalependent state in 1960 with the
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adoption of a federal constitution. The buildingtioé new Federal Republic of Nigeria
was largely guided on the Western post-colonialstate model which marked states'
borders not taking into account the vast varietydifferent peoples who lived in the
territory. The Federal Republic of Nigeria compdisedeed 36 states and a Federal
Capital Territory (Abuja) with over two hundred féifent ethnic groups, of which the
three largest ones were the Hausa-Fulani (in tlm#hn29 percent), the Yoruba (in the
southwest, 21 percent) and the Igbo (in the NigalteD 18 percent).

In the 1970s, the new state of Nigeria was strodfigcted by the international crisis
and the collapse of oil prices: the country wasfiftle-largest oil producer worldwide
and its balance sheet assets were based on thet @pcrude material (around 90
percent of its economy).

As a consequence of the crises and internal ettatred, during the '60s and the '70s,
Nigeria experienced a period of political unresthwgeveral military coups and civil
conflicts. The Biafra civil war (from 1967 to 197@mporarily divided the state in two
main parts: the Northwest against the Southea&t.|dtter was populated by a majority

of Igbo people who claimed the independence fraarréist of the country.

In front of the economic collapse, the Internatiaianetary Fund and the World Bank
applied in Nigeria some structural adjustment paognes based on processes of
liberalisation and privatisation (Aghatise, 2003uch policies had the main effects of
exacerbating the social costs of the crisis, makimg country a free land for the
colonisation of Western multinational oil companiks1966, new oil fields were found
in the delta of the Niger Rriver. The area knevapid process of industrialisation and
modernisation driven by the investment of foreigpmpanies such as the lItalian

company Eni.

According to some observers, that encounter betwleerNigerian traditional society
and Western globalised model determined seriousals@nd cultural shifts and
challenges: Carchedi and other commentators ideahtih the increasing presence of
rich white men, with unlimited spending powers, ariehe main causes of the local

prostitution:
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“The presence of an increasing number of white mmeNigeria has ensnared many
girls. These men purchased or rented Nigerian wodoeimg the period of their stay in
the country. Such a behaviour has spread the niyghsy wealth” (interview no. 13).

In this regard, the presence of a number of Itdhiasinessmen in Nigeria is seen as one
of first causes of the beginning of a migrationMlrom Nigeria to Italy: some Italian
men married Nigerian women and took them to Itelgre, these women became the
first contact for new Nigerian migrants. Meanwhilggly became the most popular
choice for University studies among young peoplirging to the Nigerian upper

class:

“Originally Nigerian migrants came to Italy onlyn@orarily, to study and work. Most
of them moved on from here [Sicily] to the Northltzly, looking for a work. Usually,
Nigerians have only been able to find low skill golsuch as domestic help. Some
opened shops, or started import/export businesses\yiew no.24)

As matter of fact, in the 1980s Italy hosted thegdat group of Nigerian students in
Europe. According Carchedi and Wiwoloku, some ef ttembers of this first Nigerian
community never turned back to their native coumtng, after the political failure of
Nigeria, ended up promoting criminal businessesutin University brotherhoods
(Bernardotti & Carchedi, 2007). As matter of facts)ce the beginning of the 1990s,
organized criminal networks have gained considergddwer in West Africa. These
networks, mainly of Nigerians, based their growthestablished trade networks with
the large West African populations in the Unitecht& and in parts of Europe
(UNODC, 2002).

In addition to the reported cultural challengesgé¥ian cultural stress on the myth of
Western wealth contributed to justifying in the gy# the majority of Nigerians some
illegal businesses that developed over all the tgusuch as the sexual exploitation of
thousands of Nigerian women in internal and inteomal trafficking (Carling, 2005;
Lawal, 2011). The 1980s were marked by the begmuwihtrafficking in women and
minors and the escalation of illegal migration olithe country. These phenomena were
the clear result of a set of social circumstanaestd the above-mentioned political and
economic crises: (1) the poor living conditionsNigeria caused by the economic and
political crises (increasing poverty and persistemémployment), (2) the high rate of

internal violence due to the military coup and e, and (3) the increased stringency
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in immigration law of destination countries.

All these conditions increased the number of Neyegitizens who searched for a better
life out of their native country and led to the egence of a illicit market for services
that aid illegal or irregular migration, such ase tiprovision of fake travelling
documents, transportation, clandestine border irgsstemporary accommodation and
job brokering (Aghatise, 2002; Germano, 2001).

Latouche has explained the main elements of thexqss with this words: “The
survivors to the development produce and reprotlhueie lives outside the official and
legal sectors, using some relational strategiestdliche, 2000: 164) where, according

Latouche, the woman plays a fundamental role.

3.3.1. The Role of the Woman in the TraffickingifBass

Based on cultural elements, some scholars haveaged an image of Nigerian woman
as a weak and submissive individual (Aghatise 2@GEpoju 2005; Okojiie 2009).
However, other observers have claimed that thiggendoes not accurately reflect the
female figure in Nigerian society (Beneduce 2008rdBedi et al. 2007); the woman
holds a more complex social role that makes headihg actor in the trade industry.
The trafficking of Nigerian women and girls for sex exploitation is generally
considered a gender issue by international andgosernmental organizations (ACP
Observatory on Migration 2010; Adepoju 2005). latthiew, trafficking in women is
encouraged by factors within Nigeria's patriarcbatiety that marginalize and oppress
women. In a typical Nigerian family hierarchy, imde the daughters hold an inferior
position to the sons, and the daughters’ educatr@hfuture are more easily sacrificed

for the well-being of the other family members:

“l went to school up to 12 years. Then my fathexddand | started to work with my
mother at home; from 15 to 16 years | worked bath &airdresser and as a seller in the
local market” (Interview no. 12).

The parents are usually reluctant to invest inrtdaughters because they will leave the
native family after marriage (Okojiie 2009). Thisfarior position of female children

makes them a more popular choice for participaiiothe traditional custom of foster
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care (i.e., the children are sent to live with memshof the extended family), which is
used to conceal trafficking (Okojiie 2009; UNDOC/WUNRI 2003).

A first reading of the migration trends seems toafecm the structural oppression of
women in Nigerian societyDuring the 1980s, one effect of the Nigerian ecoigom
crises and political unrest of the 1960s and 19V&s the migration of a large number
of women, who were sent abroad to provide finansigdport for their families (ACP
Observatory on Migration 2010). When the traffickeealized that sizeable profits
could be earned by sending “exotic” women to theopean sex market, Nigerian
women were encouraged by their own husbands tee l#&ir country to work in the
lucrative prostitution business (Aghatise 2004; B®t and Massari 2008).

This picture of a weak and submissive woman doégutiarepresent the female figure
in the Nigerian society: it is interesting to ndib@at women held important hierarchical
positions both in the military and in religious spbs in the past. In the 1930s, some
external observers described the Nigerian womaamaambitious and proud individual
demanding gender equality (Governor Lord FredencReneduce, 2003). At that time,
for instance, each Igbo community (the ethnic grawprently most involved in
trafficking) had a female council, calledmuada (earth daughters), which held
enormous power in defending local law and custorAs. stressed by some
anthropologists, African women are still able ta nto practice “some appropriate
strategies of power, aimed at affirming their ownojgcts and autonomy, fighting the
marginalization of their existence” (Beneduce, 20Q3). Indeed, in spite of the
patriarchal structure of Nigerian community, womare the main subjects who
guarantee family survival thanks to their work ssurit against adversity. A clear
example of that female initiative can be foundhe figure of the woman merchant: in
addition to the roles of wife and mother, women @ften responsible for selling in the
market the products derived from the agriculturakkvof their husbands. Among the
Yoruba, women are grouped in associations in otdecollect resources, organise
exchanges and grant small loans. The differentcéstsuns sometimes are organised in
regional networks so that the business is extendexther cities (Pilotto, 2009). This
female participation in the market’s public spaoatcasts with woman’s traditional role
and with the idea of female purity, that must besprved by limiting the woman'’s tasks

within the domestic environment. Such exposurefisnoassociated with the lost of
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traditional customs and creates the belief of aupted modern woman: “These
women's activities caused the indebtedness of hdsbe their wives; neglecting the
domestic and reproductive obligations to pursuditpiese women were represented
as 'prostitutes” (Apter, 1993: 117-118).

Concerning the trafficking business, only by acklemlging that strength and the
entrepreneurship of modern Nigerian women is isfie to understand why the figure

of the madam exists in Nigerian trafficking.

“The Nigerian woman has the ability for businesatuees. She is not only a subdued
individual. She takes the initiative. There are gnaomen in the army and some of
them are spiritual leaders. Women demonstrate @walatense for business” (interview
no.17).

“Nigerian woman is not subdued...well, she is..sh& has also a strong business sense:
for example, some women are leaders in the armyérfriew no.16)

Unlike the trafficking managed by other nationakti where female traffickers are

subordinated to male accomplices, Nigerian traiffigkis mostly a female business in

which the madam plays a key role (Okojie 2003; D20A2, UNICRI 2010).

The madam represents a model of success to otigeridlh women because she is a
female who has achieved a recognized social pastfgoower and authority through

her personal economic adventures. The emancipgammed by the madams is an
important means to persuade new girls to trustrdféckers (Beneduce 2003; interview

with Gisella Desiderato, Italian journalist in Abyjconducted in Milan, June 29, 2011).
In the following transcript of a taped telephonenwersation, a madam known as

Aminat tells her success story to a young girl Wwad asked to be moved to Italy:

“Somebody helped me to arrive here [ltaly], andaidpoff the amount of money they
[her traffickers] asked from me, 25 million lire.N&h | finished paying, | became a free
woman, and | started to earn money for myself. THemvested my money in the

business to bring other women here who then haweot®& on the streets (...). When

you [the new girl] arrive here, you will do the santt works like that in this business”
(Ordinary Court of Naples, Court of Assizes, Omafdtriscillavs Italy, 2010 41).

In another part of the same telephone conversafladam Aminat explains the job that
the girl is expected to perform in clear terms:

“You know there are some women from Benin who bhautpeir daughters here to
work as prostitutes and in turn receive some mdray their daughters. That’s how it
works here...When you finish paying the agreed amaaiftér one or two years, you
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can start to earn for yourself, and in a few yegosi will be rich, and if you want to
invest your money by bringing some people hereddkywou could request from them
an amount of money, and you will be richer” (Ordin&ourt of Naples, Court of
Assizes, Omofona Priscilles Italy, 2010: 42).

In the light of this anecdotal evidence, it is pblkesto understand why at the end of the
exploitative phase certain Nigerian trafficked wonwmpel other women to become
prostitutes; they are following a career path thay knew was feasible. Thanks to this
modus operandithe continuity of a criminal system and a femgénder-oriented

business is guaranteed over time (DNA 2012; UNIZRIO; UNICRI/UNODC 2003).

3.3.2.Voodoo Rites and Magic

The historical origins of voodoo rites date to antitimes. These rites supposedly first
appeared in the current state of Benin (Benedu68)2@s claimed by several sources
(Aikpitany 2011; Beneduce 2003; Métraux 1958; Vaijk [2001), the voodoo rites
originally had a positive function in the traditalnNigerian communities and were
practiced to defend the good. In general, the mewd voodoo was to prevent suffering
and illness caused by epidemic diseases througlepwand vow-making during which
the presence of the gods was evoked. Accordingétrddx (1958), during the western
colonialism and the forced deportation of Africatig old rituals and the cult of spirits
helped the deported people to resist persecutidroppression.

Concerning voodoo’s protective functions, Van Dijes observed that each step or
element related to traveling abroad (i.e., boraertol, passports, visas and air tickets)
is still regarded by Africans as something thatobgb to the realm of spiritual
empowerment. Therefore, the voodoo ceremony isideresl by the people as a
necessary step before leaving their native counthave a trouble-free travel (Van Dijk
2001).

The current strength of voodoo rites is linkedhe tell-rooted African belief that the
body is not only physical but is also part of aisgpal world. In this view, the body can
be subjugated and possessed by shadows and @paiteduce 2009; De Martino 2003;
Nicolini 2006). The evocation of gods during theogloo rites is understood to oblige
the two contracting parties to respect their vowshie physical and spiritual realms.
Breaking the arrangement would anger the gods anttl geopardize the lives of the
individuals who do not honor the terms of the agreet (Van Dijk 2001; Okojie 1992).
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In line with such rites and fears, it must be astdeoged the belief on a female god
known as Mami Wata. The girls who have undertakesmMWata’s initiation rites
(called as Mami Wata’'s daughters) must respecrutes and the behaviours imposed
by that female spirit. Otherwise the spirit willmppsh them with terrible illness and the
death. In the Nigerian tradition, the Mami Watasugdhters are usually described as
beautiful girls who look for an easy life in thehhess with a free and unrestrained
sexuality. Such a representation of Mami Wata'sgtiéers culturally legitimates the
trafficked girls’ work in prostitution at the eyesf their home communities (i.e.,

trafficked women are possessed by the Mami Wataladbehave under her will):

“The individual accumulation of wealth, ostentatioh outer beauty, the absence of
links and their expulsion from roles of wives andthers makes women prostitutes
perfect embodiment of Mami Wata, to which they mpaly homage to guarantee
success, autonomy and enrichment” (Interview nd.. 13

The traditional super-naturalism remains vital igéfian society (Aikpitany 2011): “In
Africa, you born animist and also when you becorhe<tian or Muslim you will carry
inside the ancient faith as a tattoo in your s@literview no. 13).

People generally trust in the power of rituals arsé rituals to achieve their own
personal purposes (Beneduce 2003; Carling 2006J&&no 2003; DNA 2010). In this
regard, Van Dijk (2001) has observed that the stadécked girls do not typically
perceive voodoo and traditional rituals as intiniina and coerciveper se In the
perspectives of these women, the religious ritpatide protection and help them to
succeed in their businesses:

“Nigerian girls go on the streets ‘armed of ma@nog men who go with them fall under
their charm. Whatever these women ask, the cliiitglo. (...) | [the respondent] met

a man who gave all his severance package to aibinggirl. This girl told me she had
put a spell on him” (Interview no. 24).

The Juju, the voodoo rite, it's not a bad practitevas used to bring justice, but they
[she refers to the traffickers] ruined everythin@riterview no.13).

The modern, negative interpretation of voodoo #m@mead among Nigerian migrants
stems from its current role in international treifing. It originates in Africa, where the
madams and traffickers use voodoo rituals to ensonérol over the trafficked women

(Beneduce 2003). Voodoo basically consists of @i ¢aken in front of a traditional

priest in which the woman swears to pay off hertslét the madam:
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“The girls are taken by the traffickers to partati@ in a voodoo rite that instills a kind
of fear in them. The rite is an oath in front obrdest who declares that if the girl does
not pay off the debt an evil spirit will be invokadd will kill her. The priest takes some
objects to the girl such as blood, nails or hditeese objects are used to invoke the evil
spirit and send him against the girl” (Interview. 24).

Because of the harm that priests and madams cant@dty do to the trafficked woman
through voodoo, such a rite typically produceshiea woman a condition of dependence
to her exploiters and an exaggerated sense of aioligto respect the vows taken
(Aikpitanyi 2011; Beneduce 2003; Carchedi et aD20

As noted by the social-service providers, the Nagewomen who fail to fulfill their
vows occasionally suffer psychological trauma, ahdir greatest fear is that an
unimaginable misfortune will fall upon them or théamily (TAMPEP 2009; UNICRI
2010). The madam exploits this feeling of subjugatio pursue her own interests and
to oblige her victim to pay an exorbitant amountrafney.

By using traditional religious rites, the Nigeriammiminals create a binding and
unbreakable bond with the trafficked woman that wilite her life with the lives of the
trafficking offenders; this guarantees the loyalify the trafficked woman to her
exploiters and madams. It is important to recogrleerefore that the voodoo rites

reinforce the roles of those who participate ifficking.
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PART II

Nigerian Trafficking in Women: The Italian Case
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CHAPTER IV

The Hierarchy in the Nigerian Trafficking in Women: The Pyramidal Structure
vs. the Horizontal Structure

Before analysing the female mobility in the THB raiehy, the trafficking offenders’
profile and the way how they have structured thaiminal enterprises must be
acknowledged. Based on the words of the reseascimormants, this Chapter wants to
answer to the following questions: is Nigerian TH8d by organized crime groups?
How do Nigerian offenders organize THB industry?e Athere Nigerian criminal
networks?

By analysing Nigerian groups operating in Italye ihternal structure of Nigerian cells
and the roles of women involved in the sex indusay finally emerge.

4.1 Nigerian Trafficking in Women: Is It Organised Crime?

The case laW’ of the Italian Supreme Courcognises a Mafia-type association when
three or more persons make a systematic use ahid@tion and conditions of
subjection deriving there from to commit crimes, gain control over economic
activities and to acquire unlawful advantages. Tdefinition refers to article 416-bis
penal code according to which three core elemdatsgrole in Mafia-type offence: (1)
a permanent or stable associative bond among men(Bgthe criminal plan and (3) an
organisational structuté

Nigerian trafficking is managed by a number of gr@international in nature and with
an extensive networking ability (DNA, 2012). Theseninal syndicates trafficking in
women show relevant differences in the size ofrtbeanisational structures and in the
number of people they transfer and exploit. Throtigise two parameters, it is possible

to distinguish among Nigerian organisations workamgsmall scale (with one or two

*For more information see Court of Cassation Sectientence n.6693/1979; Court of Cassation
Section |, sentence n.3042/1992; Court of Cassatation | sentence n.10107/1998; Court of Cagsatio
Section V sentence n.3340/1999.

>’ The typical behaviours of the members of such@atons are the subjection of the individualstte t
organisation and the obligation of silence.
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members), medium scale (from two to five membens)l #arge scale. The most
threatening organised crime groups are those oapabl controlling the entire
trafficking process (large scale groups) from réorant to forced labour or
prostitution, including transportation, the prowisiof documents, the execution of high
level corruption and money laundering. These grdups the capacity to handle large
numbers of victims and have established logistieales and contacts in origin, transit
and destination countries (Europol 2011: 11). er stability of the bonds among the
members and the large criminal plan, these groupsnare easily read as Mafia-type
associations.

The presence of a number of Nigerian groups holdm@HB industry, however,
suggests a structure of network of cells workinghwa considerable degree of
autonomy; as acknowledged by Europol (2011) Nigegeoups are mostly formed of
independent cellular structures where each cringelltends to expand their orbit of
action, developing branches and contacts in Europea extra-European countries.
The key to their effectiveness is their abilitydperate independently while drawing on
an extensive network of personal contacts (12).

It basically means that Nigerian trafficking offemd are not grouped in a unique
organisation under a strongly hierarchical moddl dme divided in several criminal
groups that show a great deal of flexibility anchigh level of specialisation: i.e.,
Nigerian traffickers operate through a system dfvoek links not easily visible from
the outsid®®. According to Prina (2003) such African criminadtworks are usually
short-term alliances formed for specific proje@sd they are constantly in changing
(92).

In conclusion, while it is not always easy to ud# Nigerian trafficking offenders in a
Mafia type association (as it is defined in theckt416-bis Italian penal code), it is
clear that all Nigerian trafficking offenders (batidividuals and criminal groups) base

their criminal action on consolidated networks.

%8 According to Carling (2006) the not hierarchal rabexplains the reason why West African criminal
networks are not known by any particular name ebemugh they are important in large parts of the
world.
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4.1.1 How Trafficking in Nigerian Women Works? Hypothesis of the Three Levels
The Nigerian trafficking system and the roles ondtions of its actors have been
analysed by several UN, IO and national law enimea agencies (Prina, 2003;
UNICRI, 2003; IOM, 2010; DNA 2010). Even though thetors and the steps of the
THB are well known, each study tends to build it8snomodel regarding Nigerian
trafficking offence. In a 2006 IOM Report on Nigamitrafficking of women to Italy, for
instance, the madam has been strongly emphasidéeé astor who plays the core role
in the business, from recruiting of women to tHeial exploitation (Carling, 2008j.
Generally, all the studies on THB have highlightiee presence of at least three actors
who take action in one or more phases of traffigkine., 1. the sponsor2. the

trafficker and3. the madam.

In these paragraphs, Nigerian trafficking is ddsatias it was reported to the author by
Italian public prosecutors (Interviews no. 2 and) 2hd some privileged social
observers (Interviews no. 17,18,19 and 24): thegtircttive interpretation of the
phenomenon provide information on the way how Nagertrafficking industry is
spread in Italy and on thmeodus operanddf Nigerian criminal network.

According to the mentioned sources, the structureéNigerian criminality can be
acknowledged through three organisational levelsrevidifferent actors perform a set
of tasks. In this view, the headquarters (that Ntanzalls the “mother house”) of the
organisation is placed in Nigeria, where the raamant of victims is carried out. Then,
the organisation branches out in business unitstwprovide logistical support for the
transport of the victims and their exploitatiortle destination country (Carchedi et al.,
2007; Mancini, 2009). Such a criminal model candsamed by the Table 4.1.

%9 Using this view, Carling has represented traffigkirom Nigeria to Italy through a diagram where th
THB offence develops in the following way: one lbétcircle of acquaintances of the girl provides her
first contact with the madam who then becomes pensor. Once the trafficked girl arrives in Itadpe
lives and works under the control of a madam (steplan her tasks by the black boys) who is a
counterpart of the madam in Nigeria (Carling, 2005)
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Lewel Reference name Main tasks and Roles in trafficking
features structure
1° hMother House: - Recruiting; Relstionship of

Msdsm =z or sponeors

- Itis highly structured;

exchange with the
cells

(local prisst)
- Location: Migeria
2° Semiautocnomous - Transferring; The size of their work
groups: depends from the
- Mo ethnic connotation orders of the Mother
Troliey or fslce House and Madams

3 Cels in destinations - Exploitation; Relstionship of

counties exchange with the
- Madams a5 main Mother House

MMsdsm =z snd her referral subject
SCCom piices
(m sdam =2 - Ethnic connotation
parner/procurer)

Table 4.1

As the Table shows, three main levels make up Nigdrafficking:

1st level. The so-called mother house is composed by alkethesmbers of the criminal
organisation who live in Nigeria and who act maimywomen’s recruiting and making
travel arrangements. According to some commentatbese actors work through an
highly structured organisation that represents Headquarters of the criminal
organisation: it is responsible for the whole bass(Interview no. 23). The individuals
who take part at this stage of the THB usually cabe role ofsponsorswho act as
guarantor of the trafficked girls by financing toarney:

“We are talking about a well organized system. Tdnganization works as a sort of
‘centre for employment’ that recruits girls in tieeuntry of origin. The organization
sorts girls everywhere thanks to widespread netWiniks. This kind of ‘centre for

employment’ have bonds with some individuals in tlestination or transit countries
who serve as connection points” (Interview no.19)

“When investigations are carried out thoroughlgeems clear that there is a kind of
headquarters of the criminal organisation in NigefThe victims also originate in
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Nigeria. The control centre for the trafficking agmost always in Nigeria, where the
leaders of the criminal organization live...Certaithere is a criminal network that
handles ‘recruitment’ of the victim and the trawwmrangements to the country of
destination (advances of money, contracting dedtis,). All of these activities are
carried out from the top of the criminal organisatiin Nigeria and are very much
standardised” (Interview no. 23).

The mother house or the headquarters maintainta@ioreship of mutual benefit with
the single cells operating in the different Eurapeauntries: the headquarters provides
the raw material of the business for which eacl gigks it part of earnings coming

from the women'’s exploitation.

2nd level. Semi-autonomous groups work in transferring atims. These groups or
individuals — known asrolleys, italos or drivers— draw the routes for overland travel
and find uncontrolled and hidden locations to actmdate women for entire months.
During these overland journeys, the women stabetexploited in the prostituti6h By
anticipating the exploitation step, the trolleysriwthemselves as exploiters and pimps,
making their business in the trafficking industsym@ofitable as possible:

“During overland journeys, trafficked women arepgied in some locations from one or
two days or for entire months. The journey is vieryg: from Benin City to Tunis, or
Tangier, are almost 4,000 km. The overland jourseghosen by traffickers especially
when people have false identity documents. (...Jirfduthe travelling, everything can
happen... the persons who transfer women, knowrdragers become women’s
exploiter. They force women to work and fit thentoirprostitution. Such a stage is
forced and due" (Interview no. 18).

“The overwhelming majority of Nigerian women perftg overland journeys crossing
the desert. While just a small group of women tivm® plane. Anyway, the starting
point is always Benin City (...). Nigerian women tald that during their overland
journey, they were accommodated in a house, knosvicaamnection house (...). In
Tripoli, women were closed in some houses, caledfacan houses...basically, these
were brothels where women were tortured and forioéa prostitution” (Interview
no.17).

As reported in the empirical evidences, during taret journeys, traffickers use
consolidated routes. The efficiency of such a systeguaranteed by a net of relations

with individuals located in each crossed countr$olomon had to transfer a young

Nigerian woman named Charity Eboigbe (born in 1988 was disappeared from the

% It usually happens when women arrive in Libya:éjehey are closed in local brothels and forced int
prostitution.
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reception centre of Roggeveen in Amsterdam, in Au@, 2006. The day August 28,
Solomon contacted the user 329/6084998 and spakeanmnan to tell him about the
arrival of Charity in Naples” (quoted in Omofonddeilla case, 2010: 14).

Even thoughtrolleys and cells in the destination countries collaboradeh others,
sometimes their interests are clearly in contrnakile the first group tries to make the
journey as long as possible, the cells in the dastin country want a quick and safe
travel for their “merchandise” (Interview no. 18).

In spite of these disagreements, traffickers alwagsk in concert with the criminal
organisation as their survival depends on the casions they receive from madams
and sponsofs.

Individuals involved in transferring of women udyatome from different ethnic
groups: they are citizens of the countries thatcanesed during the trafficked women’s
overland journey (such as Niger or Mali), or evemads.

3rd level. The cells in the destination country are respdeditr the reception of the
victims and their final exploitation.

The cells have a considerable degree of autonoom the headquarters in Nigeria.
They decide how to exploit the woman, her movementsind Italian territo}? and
the eventual punishment/penalty when the sex wates not comply with her tasks.
Despite this high degree of independence, the oeksl to build a strong linkage with
the mother house, and a large part of their agtiggnsists in negotiating with the
organisation in Nigeria (Carchedi et. al 2007).fdot, the opportunity for the cell to
have many women to exploit, and thus increasingrres, depends on the accomplices

in Nigeria providing for new girls:

“The cells are groups with a considerable degreautdnomy from what | have called
the ‘headquarters’. the relationship between thié aed headquarters is of mutual
benefit. The headquarters provides the cell witlnen for exploitation, for which a fee
Is paid, or better a down payment or a lump suntHerservice” (Interview no. 23).

%1 In the Nigerian case the partnerships most of tineewith other African citizens where, however, a
Nigerian remains in command (Leman and Jansse8)20

%2 Also in this last phase of the trafficking, thetiin may be transferred and exchanged several times
from one cell to another one.
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“Nigerian traffickers do not refer to a monolithmrganization...Nigerian THB is
fragmented in several groups spread throughouarttaégions” (Interview no. 2).

In a typical Nigerian organisation, this phase ianaged by a businesswoman, the
madam who is helped in fulfilling her duties by her peer/procurer or other male
figures (such as thélack boy. These latter are responsible for intimidating th

trafficked women and controlling the work placetud prostitutes.

In conclusion, attempting to outline relevant featuof Nigerian criminal model, the
figure 4.2 can be drawn: the three main subjectslved in the THB industry - i.e., (a)
the Mother House, (b) the groups or the individugberating in women’s transferring

and (c) the Italian cells — are linked each other:

[talian cells

. Groups for
women transfer

Wother House

Figure 4.

As the figure 4.2 shows, Nigerian THB works bysheules and models:

» Mutual beneficial relationships among the cellse tgroups or individuals

operating in women'’s transferring and the motheu$e
» Well rooted links between the cells in Italy ane ieadquarters in Nigeria;

> A flexible and not hierarchical structure basedra@tworks.

In conclusion, the presence of strong associativeld with the chiefs in Nigeria linked
with the cells of a widespread criminal networkrdinghout Europe and the United
States) enables this criminality to move rapidlyg asact quickly to actions against THB
implemented by law enforcement agencies (Prina32D8man and Janssens, 2013).
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Such an analysis on Nigerian trafficking industryoguced by the researcher’s
informants is confirmed by the last Report of th@eBione Nazionale Antimafia
(2012): it emphasises a relevant presence throadtady of well-structured Nigerian

criminal branches that work asaminal holding.

4.2 The Pyramidal Structure vs. the Horizontal Structure
As highlighted in the previous paragraph, Nigeraminal cells operate both as

independent criminal actors and as units of mangcgtred and large organised crime
groups. While, in the first case, the cells collabe each other on a horizontal plane, in
the second case, they represent the “pawns” ofeearchical organisation that acts
under international criminal plans. Such a struetuss been confirmed in several court
trials; e.g., in the Omofona Priscilla case, Nigercells working independently have
been discovered both in North and South Italy. Weanteresting to note is that each

cell was tied to the same criminal clan in Nigeria:

“[T]wo distinct groups in contact with each othéne group headed by Prince Edosa
and a cell in Verona. Although not directly relagtatey had same referents for
providing girls as if they were clients of the sas@dler. ... The taped conversations
showed that in Nigeria, Waid and other individuasruited girls to be transferred, and
they organised their travel to Italy. The girls eeeceived in Italy by Edosa [a Nigerian
trafficker]” (quoted in the Omofona Priscilla cag910: 12-17).

In regard to this model, Leman and Janssens cla@nvthen the business units in the
destination countries remain in contact with thetém in Nigeria, a pyramidal structure
under the command of a clan chief can be suppdsemign and Janssens, 2013). In
Nigerian trafficking, this happens when the crinhimaganisation works on a large
scale. In such a case, the chiefs of the orgaarsatie men who manage the enterprise
from Nigeria, while a female leadership is limitéd the cells in the country of

destination.

% The DNA states that Nigerian criminality operate®ugh the following rules and models: a. fleitgil

of the organisational model that allows them tdlgaan several profitable illegal businesses (frdmg
trafficking to counterfeiting to prostitution) anthus to diversify their sources of income; b. an
intercontinental network of criminal cells whereckasingle local cell has a certain level of autogom
while remaining tied to the leaders that managehthginess from Nigeria; c. a high ability to share
transnational criminal plans without conflictingtiwithe other ethnic criminal groups that work ie th
same geographical territories or criminal sectors.
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“The THB representatives in the origin and destomatountries send trafficked women
based in the territory where they are requestedthese territories, there are the
mamansBehind these women, there are Nigerian men” (\wee no. 19).

In organised crime groups with an internationalatmn, indeed, the madam looses her
key role in the trafficking business in order toveethe objectives of more structured
criminal group8’. Even in those large scale organisations, howettez, sexual
exploitation activity remains a female task: intfafie presence of a madam in the
system allows THB entrepreneurs to lure into ptostin new sex workers without
compromising themselves (Leman and Janssens, 2013).

The main result of such a criminal model is to twea perverse circuit of mutual
involvement of all individuals lured into traffiakg, including victims, with the main

effect to limit any internal defection (DNA, 2012).

A clear understanding of the structure of Nigeraatls operating in Italy, therefore,
needs a deeper analysis of the relationships artfengndividuals who constitute the
Italian cell. As empirical data show a number of current madaere wafficked women
(Carchedi and Bernardotti, 2007; Siegel, 2011) wiaved towards the organisational
side in the trafficking hierarchy. Looking such ertical career path, a pyramid scheme

seems to be a believable way to represent thetsteuof an Italian cell:

“There is a kind of hierarchy...Nigerian women whogiitute themselves from a long
time go to live with an ‘expert woman’ who is notreadam...in trafficking she is in a
step below than that of the madam?” (interview ng. 1

While the trafficked women hold the lowest posititibe madams are usually at the top
of the hierarchy, playing the role of the entreptanin the Italian sex market. In a
middle position, there are sex workers, female djaas and madam’s favourites who
attempt to advance in the business by collectingando buy their own girls to sell in

the sex market. The Italian cell's structure camdpresented by the figure 4.3:

® This is reported, for instance, in the Koolviseédated 2009) where a large Nigerian group forofed
travel agents, madams, drivers, guards, and prigats under the leadership of two Nigerian men:
Solomon O. and Gilbert E. (Siegel, 2011).
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Madam

Madam’s favourite
Independent sex worker

Trafficked women

Figure 4.3

Concerning the structure of Italian cells, in recgears, however, a new contrasting
trend has been pointed out from some observers kgbognise more horizontal
relationships between cell’'s actors. “The coll@bon between the madams and their
victims is now stronger...it makes even more ambivatefficked women position in
the trade” (Interview no. 2)

These observers state that trafficked women haveerdly greater freedom of action
than in the past. Indeed, in some cases, traffiokahen have asked to renegotiate the

amount of their debt or to be assigned to anotleatam:

“Some girls have fought back. Some have told threidams they will not pay any more
because they have already given enough. Some whawenthreaten to call the police.
Threat of official action is a powerful deterreot triminals. And if madams know the
girl has come here, in Pellegrino della Terra, they still more afraid” (Interview no.

24).

According to the majority of those observers, tippaaently more equal standing of
trafficked women in Nigerian criminal groups hides new strategy adopted by
traffickers. These latter tries to achieve the atdny collaboration of the trafficking

victims, by allowing women to keep some money foenh or avoiding high levels of

physical violence:

“In short, the madams no longer use force on tHe.gihey understand that if the girl is
unhappy and is often beaten, sooner or later, shgato the police. Now the madams
are all sweetness and light with their girls. Treall them sisters. This is the real
criminal system” (Interview no. 24).
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“It is true that today Nigerian girls have achievedjreater autonomy. Madams have
finally realized that if trafficked girls have sonieeedom, they avoid girl's official
complaints. So, for instance, they give girls moreney and, generally, make their
living conditions more tolerable” (Interview no.)16

Through these mild behaviours, pimps and madamt® taghieve women'’s trust aimed
at performing their business in a more collaboetivay. In this regard, Vivian
Wiwoloku reports that madams in Palermo work intppenrship with Nigerian men who
play the role of the women'’s fiancés: their comnpompose is to keep trafficked girls
under control and to take for them the women’s iegs1 Through subtle strategies, it

become very difficult for trafficked women to readiof being deceived

“In Palermo, these men pretend to be the girlsfiyds and live off their earnings. In
fact, they work for the madams because they coevihe girl to pay all of the debt. In
this way, the girls end up paying the pimp andrtheadams. It's a real trap. Once they
used violence against the girls; now they try ‘edftmethods. The madams have
learned that if they are nice with the girls, tlteyn’t get angry and don't make official
complaints. So it’s just business as usual”’ (Inexmwno. 24).

In accordance with these new trends, Carchedi cosfthat violence against trafficked
women is becoming more psychological and symbadicabise traffickers and pimps
have understood that the use of coercive mearauister-productive for the well being

of the business:

“From the traffickers point of view, the girl isrétly a street merchandise and she
cannot be spoiled with any evident signs of beatmgblows as the client could not like
it” (interview no. 18).

In this regards, Albano notes that through a lowss of physical violence Nigerian
criminals have really halved women'’s disaffectiowl @heir attempts to escape from the
THB industry (interview with Teresa Albano, heldRoma at IOM Office, January 12,
2012). The main consequences due to those newegiatand to less hierarchal

relationships among the actors of Nigerian crimg@lls are that:

» The former trafficked girls are more easily led take part in the trade as
partners in crime

» The grey areas in trafficking offences and the meiddle are broadened
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4.3 A Focuson Networks: Does a Network of Madams Exist in Italy?

Concerning to the exploitation phase, the followqgestion needs to be answered:
Does a network of madams exists in Italy?

Before trying to answer to that issue, two mainrabgeristics of Nigerian cells in

Italy have to be acknowledged:

» The well demonstrated ability of madams to locaté wansfer their trafficked

women in any place or circumstance;

» The ability of madams to move victims all arourayltwithout losing control

over them

Carchedi claims that a female network is the masbhe part of Nigerian THB offence
in ltaly: that female net originates from Nigeriadabranches out in all European
countries, especially in Itafy.

In accordance with this view, some recent poliogeestigations have found evidences
on the existence of a Nigerian criminal networkltaly: in 2011, the CARONTE
investigation detected a Nigerian organisation agrehroughout the country able to
manage each phase of trafficking. In 2012, thaokkd SAHEL 2 operation, a Nigerian
trans-national association was identified. Thisugravas subdivided into different cells
that exploited women sexual work both in North &uwdith Italy (DNA, 2012):

“The investigations have identified a trans-natloassociation of Nigerian matrix,
divided into cells family-based and active in diffet places in Abruzzo and Lombardy
for the purpose of exploitation of young women where brought from Nigeria by
well-established mechanisms of recruitment and Ipsggical conditioning”
(Operation SAHEL, Nota Stampa, ROS Carabinieri,201

Because of well established bonds, Nigerian madarmdspimps are able to reach their
trafficked girls even when they are transferred, taken under control by law

enforcement agenci®s In this regard, a number of trafficked worfeneport their

% In his empirical research on street prostitutionGastel Volturno (Campania region, South ltaly),
Carchedi demonstrates that Nigerian sex workergam&olled by a madam aontroller who works on
behalf of a madam in Nigeria (Bernardotti & Carch@007).

% The loose organisational form of the Nigerian rets is often very efficient and makes it more
difficult for the police to fight their crimes (Carg, 2006).

®"For this ability of madams and pimps to reach thtims elsewhere, in the eyes of the majority of
trafficked women the madam is perceived as a onamis@erson made stronger through voodoo rituals
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difficulties to break their bonds with traffickebecause of the strict control exercised
over them by groups of madams and pimps that areeao several Italian areas and

that collaborate each other in the THB industry.

“C., the sister of F., the woman who had organises journey from Nigeria, was
waiting for us in Palermo. ...l worked in the Parcdla Favorita in Palermo for nine
months. ... In mid-July of 2008 the police stoppedforea check. | had no documents
and therefore they took me to the police headgusamePalermo and from there | was
transferred to Rome. | was released and C. callecdasking me to meet her in Milan,
where her sister was living: C. had sold me tdhEr,sister. F. told me that she was my
new mamanand that from that time on | was supposed to pay &he added that the
money | had already given C. did not reduce my 'détase by O.0O. quoted in
UNICRI, 2010: pp. 55-56).

In the case study reported by UNICRI, Nigerian psmyere able to reach the girl even
when she was transferred to another town undeptbiction of a law enforcement
agency.

In regards to the madams’ ability to keep theirtaots with victims even when they are
under state protection, Gargdhalescribes how this happens in the State Centre of
Identification and Expulsion for illegal migrants Roma. In this Centre, the incoming

girls are automatically contacted by the madamadivutside:

“When Nigerian girls arrive in Ponte Galeria Centireey have Italian mobiles and are
called by someone from outside... Their pimps chaeg@dically the women's mobile
phones. The new girls are contacted by their piemgs also by other Nigerian women
accggmmodated here, in the centre, who works onlbehthe madams” (Interview no.
17).

Such an organisational strength suggests the sgestef strong social interactions
among Nigerian criminals and of an intensive exdeaof information related to those

Nigerian citizens who live, or who temporarily stay Italy.

(see Chapter III).

® Gargano is a social service worker who providesll@id to Nigerian women received in the CIE in
Ponte Galeria (Roma, Lazio).

% The reported practice (i.e., the systematic usthefstate centres for illegal migrants as parthef
trafficking process) is recorded also by law endonent offices of other European states and is quite
ordinary in Nigerian criminality. In the Koolvis sa (2006), for instance, the Netherlands policendou
that local centres for the protection of victimstdfficking were used by traffickers as a fixeésbf
travel. In this case, indeed, the trafficked peopkre taught by their exploiters to declare to @itp
officers that they were victims of trafficking. Btcordance with the local anti-trafficking law, shithey
were accommodated in centres while waiting to recai staying permit. Once the permit was received,
the traffickers organised the escape of the worndtaly.
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Contrary to this view, other commentators claint thaetwork of madams in Italy can
not really exist. The advocates of this approacstifjy the ability of pimps and

traffickers to move women over all Italy by Nigeri@wommunities that are spread
throughout the country. These latter facilitate @ame of information on people and

their movements.

“(...) It is not possible to state that there is &avmerk [among madams], it would be too
formal. Certainly there are Nigerian communitigss linevitable that within them there
are people and behaviors with a criminal natureis Tdlso happens because the
communities are strongly marked by ties of kinslhitake an example: when a madam
needs to move a girl, who shows some signs of msliation or who wants to go the
police, the madam takes contact with a relative¢jin a community of another Italian
city and she moves the girl, remaining free of stisp” (Interview no.23).

As described in the evidence, Nigerian communitrestaly serve the THB through
their inner networks which are used by pimps aaflitkers for illegal businesses.

This system has been clearly shown in the receloin®m case: Lilian Solomon was a
Nigerian girl of 23 years old who, after a periolabuse in the street, decided to
denounce her persecutors. She ended to die farcaica

The criminal proceeding against Solomon’s offendamded in April 2013 with five

Nigerian citizens found guilty of trafficking andeating slavery-like conditions:

“[T]he victim had serious health problems. She hadiscarriage and was admitted to
hospital in Milan. From there she was moved to Zkouon the basis of a kinship tie
between the madanp&rtner — who was involved in 'managing’ the giHsand those
who received the girl in Abruzzo. So, these aretypes of situations that usually arise:
it is undoubtedly true that a foreign community ays creates a rich network of
contacts and acquaintances in the destination gdyiterview no. 23).

In accordance with this view, the Nigerian prie¥iyian Wiwoloku, denies the

existence of a female network of madams in favduNigerian male brotherhoods

spread all over ltaly:

“Well, there are brotherhoods. These have createdtaork throughout Italy and are
composed mostly by male net that collaborate inptiostitution racket. There are also
some women. These brotherhoods was originally ks by Nigerian University
students. It is a type of Mafia. For example, inpa they act as intermediaries
between the Camorra and the madams. They pay ¢becpon money” (Interview no.
24).
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The Nigerian brotherhoods are composed of maldidkaig offenders who work in
partnership with the madams, performing a set stdased on the circumstances and
social features of the territory where they oper&t@m developing agreements with
Italian Mafias to running prostitution in its tdorty and keeping control over the

trafficked girls.

4.4 Nigerian Communities and Churches: The Palermo Case

A further element has to be added to better unaiegsthe criminal social milieu that
Nigerian trafficked women find after their arrivah Italy: i.e., the Nigerian

communities and Churches located in Italy.

Nigerian communities have reproduced in Italy sdypcal African social networks

where the members can find forms of protectionassistance:

“There is a kind of bond of brotherhood among themhers of the Nigerian
community. They are all brothers and sisters andadly they call each others with
those nicknames that are not just conventional bnesepresent the deep relationships
among the community members. It is difficult to gat” (Interview no. 19).

Like their fellow citizens, the trafficked womenk&a part in these communities and
attend African Churches. Although madams genetalhy to isolate their victims, in
fact, it is unusual that madams and traffickersxdballow their women to participate to
the local African life.

Based on this observation, some questions relateguth communities arisédo
African Churches play a role in the trafficking esss? Are there links or
relationships between the THB offenders and Nigec@mmunities in Italy?

There are no clear answers to these questions seataia gathered by scholars and
social services providers show contrasting viewgsoj@archedi, 2007).

According to a number of researchers and obserMeggrian associations of a cultural
and religious type are dedicated to the traffickiigvomen for sexual exploitation as a
hidden activity in addition to the legal ones. Sadsociations are based on a strong
internal cohesion, on the existence of internaksuWhich, if broken, bring about
expulsion from the grodfl In support of this hypothesis, it has been fouhat

This modus operandi recalls the negative netwoskdedined by Field (paragraph, Charter I).

90



Nigerian madams in Castel Volturno exercise a gngwand exclusive power in the

local Nigerian community as they are also the nfaiancial supporters of the local

African Church. In this case, the Nigerian commyrmian be regarded as the social
milieu where madams strengthen their authoritgome madams in Castel Volturno
have achieve a kind of authority in the local Nigarcommunity by offering money to

the Evangelical Church” (Interview no. 15).

In accordance with this position on African Churghseveral trafficked women in their
personal accounts have declared that some Nigpriasts convinced them to respect
their traffickers (Interview no. 17); in his biogay Isoke Aikiptiany has denounced in
clear terms Nigerian priests who use their spititughority in order to push trafficked

women to obey their madams:

“False priests are accomplices of traffickers. ylimeake pressures over victims of
trafficking who look for them to get some help. $aeriests convince the victims that
they must obey and pay off the debt because liteis<3od's will” (Interview no. 13).
Because of the great importance that the Nigegaresto all the aspects of the spiritual
life (e.g., the Sunday liturgi€9, the priests often hold key roles and functiorighiw
ethnic communities (Interview no. 21) and arriveeiercise a great influence over
Nigerian devoted women. According to some Italiamtial workers, some African
priests show not to use in a correct way their,raled they work in complicity with
trafficking offenders: in exchange for the psyclgid@al conditioning that priests
exercises over the trafficked women, they receiag pf the amount of money that

traffickers extort to their victims:

“There are some African priests who get a profieroexploited girls. They do some
prayers because the woman continues to work instte=t. They are paid for that”
(Interview no. 21).

The rooted presence of Nigerian communities througlthe country makes them the
ideal networks for the organised crime groups émdiégal activities.

In conclusion, the Nigerian communities are compegial milieu where it is possible
to find the two opposing figures of the traffickifgusiness: the victims and the

persecutors:

" From an African point of view, the liturgy is anftlamental rite for guaranteeing a safe life unded'©
benevolence.
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“l think that around 90% of people belonging to &lign Communities have been
trafficked or forced to prostitution ” (Interviewon17)

“All foreign communities are melting pots or gatingr places, where all things are
possible ... and there is an inevitable promiscuityere themadamlives alongside the
girl-victim” (Interview no. 23).

Attempting to provide the reader with first handises, in the next paragraph a case of

Nigerian community is analysed.

4.4.1 The Nigerian Community in Palermo

The Nigerian community of Palermo well represehis above mentioned ambiguous
social settings. Thanks to a Protestant priestieviive Wiwoloku, and the support of the
local Protestant Church, the community has fourmedn profit organization, named
as Pellegrino della Terra Association.

The Association works in one of the poorest andipdealermo town districts: Oreto.
The quarter is located in the southeast part oftdln, behind the Central Railway
Station. The quarter is degraded with crumblingdmgs packed close together, and
narrow and dirty streets; it is crossed by a litiler along which people have realized
some vegetable gardens. The Oreto district is pd@dimainly by foreigners, especially
coming from Africa and China. Walking in its streetn fact, it is possible to find
several ethnic shops and to meet black women cariyie purchases on the head, in a
typical African way. The quarter shows an heteregeis and multi-ethnic population
and it is inhabited both by Italians and foreigners

The Pellegrino della Terra association offers #ssce to Nigerian women (some of
them protected through article 18 TU, see Chapkerbly providing the main following
services:

» Spiritual assistance;

» Professional training and teaching of Italian laauges

» Job searching
To conduct all these activities, the association tha different offices located in Noce
quarter and Oreto quarter. The teaching and trgimictivities are performed in the
Oreto quarter’s office where the association hagexd to operate in quite recently, in
2010.
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In the past, the office was located in anotherfRadedistrict (via dei Candelai) where a
Mafia clan exercised a pressing control over eamhmgercial, and non commercial,
enterprise. The local clan pretended to imposepitdection to the association in
exchange of a fixed fee (the well knowizzg but Wiwoloku refused to pay it, and the
association was finally moved in Oreto quarterdecurity reasons. Now, it occupies a
little flat that was confiscated to Mafia groups.

Pursuing the above mentioned objective, the adsacihas established some training
courses aimed at strengthening worseautonomy and has helped women to get the six
month resident permit (foreseen in the Article 1@8n€blidated Text, see Chapter lll,
paragraph 3.).

According to Wiwoloku, the first aid trafficked wamn need to free themselves from the
trafficking chains is the spiritual support. Becaulese women are scared of voodoo’s
evil effects, it is important to convince them tllbse practices can not provoke any
real harm. In this regards, he notes that the prags good effects on trafficked
women: indeed, through the spiritual assistancener become more self-confident
and are able to recover themselves from psychabgioubles they suffer. Only after
having freedom themselves from the fear of voodbe,girls can finally make official
complaints against their persecutors.

Concerning trafficked girls’ behaviours, Wiwolokwtes that they show to be less
scared on their madams and behave in a more praydhan in the past: for instance,
some girls have renegotiated the total amount ef dbbt or have threatened their

madam to go to the police.

In response to the positive actions in favour ofyddian women performed by

Pellegrino della Terra association, very violentcuweences happened in the
Community: in 2012 and 2013, two Nigerian womernkagg in the streets were killed

and Wiwoloku was menaced by unknown Nigerian aitizerho burnt his car and beat
his family in Nigeria.

These acts of violence were probably forms of i#iah for the assistance that
Wiwoloku provided to the trafficking victims in Ramo.

Trying to build an anti-trafficking net, in 2012yénty-one organisations founded a

Counter Trafficking Unit (Coordinamento Antitrattagnd asked law enforcement
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agency the state protection for Vivienne WiwoloKkul now, the state has not provided
any form of protection or assistance.

This chain of violent occurrences shows in cleamgethat two different and opposing
factions exist nowadays in Nigerian community ofiefao: one of those makes
profitable business through the trafficking and $k&ual exploitation of girls.

Such an analysis is confirmed by Wiwoloku who asieolges that the community is
populated also by criminals who perform illegaliates. According the priest, this is
the main reason why a large part of the commumrtyses to collaborate with him in
victim’s assistance.

Thus, in the Community is possible to find the tNfferent faces of the THB industry:
the offender and the victim. It is clear that somdividuals working in the THB
business try to make harder the trafficked womessistance. In recent years, the
criminal faction that inhabit the community has andined Wiwoloku's social
credibility and has discouraged girls to trustimgh

“Each time | tried to bring up in the community tissue of trafficking in women | was
attacked. The reason is simple: you can not disabssit trafficking of women with
those who run the business. They see you as anyefitei: a never-ending struggle...
They spread rumours about me and try to discreditfor example, they tell girls not
to approach me because | will bring them to thecpoand they will be expelled from
the country. This is the way how they work. Thistimmake success because victims
have stopped to approach me to ask help. So, stpthint, my activity is stopped”
(interview no. 24).

Being aware of the ambiguous social setting of Nagecommunity, Wiwoloku state
that when the association was founded he kept dmoay it all the criminal elements.
Concerning this sensitive issue, however, accordiwg Italian social workers
(respectively belonging to the Caritas and CISSuSif)l who assist Nigerian trafficked
women (in some of the poorest Palermo town distri@reto and Santa Chiara),
Pellegrino della Terra Association is currently abited by criminals and trafficking

offenders:

“If we have in the same group both trafficking uies and their offenders, it is clear
that the context becomes very dangerous. ViolertiaWieurs are easier to be
developed... When you go in Pellegrino della Terrasossation you must not be

"“Caritas is a Catholic nongovernmental organisatiol8S is a laic NGO working mainly in the
cooperation field.
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surprised to find both madams and prostitutels fact, its activities are addressed to
both of them” (Interview no. 21).

“In the Nigerian community and the African Churabuycan find whoever. | means that
there are both trafficking victims and their trekers, they are so closer ... some
trafficked women are married to their pimps” (Iniexv no. 19).

According the two social workers is not possiblekeep far from an association
founded within Nigerian community its criminal faar: there is too much promiscuity
between victims and offenders. To this closenessngnihe two opposing actors, it
must be added that currently the relationships eetnmadams and trafficking victims
are much more ambiguous and unclear than in the pas

According to Wiwoloku, madams are applying a newersgubtle strategy towards their
victims, that avoid the usage of violence as mushimathe past. Madams have
understood that coercive means end to damagehthgimess. In fact, an higher level of
violence against trafficked women increases thebermof women who makes official
complaints or who attempts to escape. Avoiding ¢e uiolence against women and
guaranteeing them some fundamental rights, tradfickind easier to get the trafficked
women’s collaborationThe very negative consequence of such a stratethyatsthe
trafficked women are more easily convinced to beedhe traffickers’ accomplices.
The inclusion of former victims in the traffickingusiness makes the criminal system

more difficult to combat:

“The madam does not use any more violence agdiegst women. She shows a more
subtle behaviour: The madam flatters up her wortrethis way, it is easier that women
say ‘yes’ to become the madam’s accomplice in tigness” (Interview no. 24).

Given this strategy, Wiwoloku states that the tfanef former trafficked women to the

organisational side of the trafficking businesa fsequent occurrence:

“When the girl has almost paid the total amounthef debt, the madam begins to
promise that she will help her to bring to Italyo#mer girl so that she will start the
business for herself. In this way, the girl becoraasaccomplice and can no longer
denounce the madam” (Interview no. 24).

As Wiwoloku reports, while traffickers can guaranmtéo their ex trafficked girls
profitable incomes, his association meets releymoblems to guarantee to Nigerian

women a job. Given this circumstance, the girls @enmore carefully on the reason
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why they must live an uncomfortable life insteadsbfiring the easy profits coming
from trafficking and prostitution.

Even though the general level of violence has @dsa@, vicious acts against women
sometimes occur: the life story of Vero is an exanp

Vero’® wanted to exit from prostitution to marry her i@l fiancé but she was killed
and her body was burned. When Vero was murderegl, hetd just received the
authorisation for her marriage. Wiwoloku believkattVero’s murder was as a kind of
warning addressed to all the other Nigerian womenking in Palermo streets. The
message that traffickers wanted to send them tifagou do not pay your debt, we will
kill you as we did with Vero(Interview no. 24).

The researcher worked as an lItalian teacher foaroapgof 10 Nigerian women who
belonged to Nigerian community of Palermo. Theyevenosen by priest Wiwoloku to
attend upper-intermediate Italian lessons. Thesmuaonsisted of two weekly meetings
of two and half hours each, and it was performecthfMarch to May. In order to collect
some personal data of women who attended the coilnseesearcher asked them to

write brief stories (two or three sentences) ondiéy activities and life in Italy.

A Nigerian girl named K* (23 years old) has the task to take care of limgigor the
language sessions, from tickling the names of thdests in the attendance sheet to
providing educational material for the lessons. Bhes in Altavilla, a suburb quite far
from Oreto quarter.

K. complains about her house because it is uncdatfler and there is no heating, even
though the season is still cold (it is March). Sloe “sleeps tights with her baby” (from
a Participant Observation, 20 March 2013, Paleridospeaks a very good Italian: It
can be supposed that her excellent Italian is thm meason why she has been chosen
by the priest to organise the course. K. is usuadliped in her tasks by another young
woman, V.: she is around 20 years old and has aof@mound 4 years. Her Italian

language is quite good as she arrived in Italyd&y ago.

3 This is the story of Faith but the priest namesdseVero, that is probably the African name ofgiré
"For privacy reasons, the author has decided noetation the full names of Nigerian women she has
met in the Pellegrino della Terra Association.
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These two girls represent the Nigerian staff atRBkegrino della Terra Association and

perform counselling services for African women.

All Nigerian women who attend the course followa#ldring course and have a nine-
month work grant (under article 18 ConsolidatedtY.exfter that period they have to
find a job. Four out of ten of women are 20-23 geald, the others are around 30-44
years old. All women have one or more sons. Nirteobten of the women come from
Benin City, while one comes from Lagos. Regardimg question on their origin town,
women coming from Benin City have stressed thatriplet wording is “Benin City
Nigeria” because, as they tell me, “Benin City mtba republic and a capital city”
(from Participant Observation, 13 March 2013, Rat@: Except for K. and V., the rest
of the women claim they arrived in Italy five yeBrs

Even though women live in Italy from a quite lomyé, they speak a very poor Italian.
The majority of them reads and writes Italian &t bleginner level. What it is possible to
suppose from this finding is that they do not uaédn language in the daily life: | have
observed, in fact, that they speak each other imia of African-English, called
Nigerianpidgin’®. Furthermore, they have little knowledge of Italigeography: during
a lesson, | have noticed they do not know the ggagcal position of Palermo in the
Italian map. Conversely, they show good knowledfysame town districts: there are
places that they recall frequently when speakinghsas the local open markgsllaro
and the Waldesian Church (located in Noce quar@@mg younger women claim to
attend other places more than the Church and toegkets, such as cinema and discos
or pubs. They are also the most proficient studenitslian language.

All women claim to attend a Waldesian Church antiovo the holy liturgy each
Sunday: it is clear that women give great relevandbe Sunday liturgy and, generally,
to the Religion. Indeed, from their speech app#esthey strongly believe in God and

in His benevolence because all the life depends tte God'’s will.

It must be acknowledged that the truthfulness es¢hdata cannot be assured: Indeed, when questioned
these women tend to repeat the answers providethey women.

*This empirical information allows us to make relevassumptions: The women's relations are often
limited to others who share the same language.dasy to understand that such behaviours arg liel
estrange the Nigerian women from mainstream lta@zoiety.
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A clear example of this religious view was provideg V. during a meeting with the
Pellegrino della Terra’s staff: in this context, kalian teacher complained about her
teaching methods because she did not achievedxpexted results. V. replied to the
Italian teacher that her methodology was not threecb one, claiming that it was for the
God's will. For the Italian social workers, it wagsiite difficult to understand what V.
wanted to say through that statement. There waslgla cultural gap.

The majority of women show on cheeks some markshviaiok like thin vertical lines.
These signs are African tattoos that, accordingronist religion, serve to protect
people from evil spirits. This information confirntisat old and traditional rituals are
still alive in modern African societies, and thaigétians can trust in animism and
Christian religions at the same.

The majority of these women do not use their oabiAfrican names but a false
American or Italian name. This follows a customesglt among Nigerian female
migrants: they use different name according tactr@imstances they live.

This custom is explained in Isoke Aikpitanyi’s biaghy where she says that she has
used in her life almost three different names: Rdwegie and Isoke. When she was
working in the street she named herself as Izogigcording to her experience,
trafficked women tend to create nicknames to eligoa dual identity: it is a simple
device that help women to protect their mental theahd spiritual integrity from all

harms they experience on the streets.

Finally, 1 have observed that Nigerian women whierat the language sessions are
quite friendly each other. They have the same gemguaintances: for example, for the
marriage of a Nigerian girl (who did not attend toairse but who belonged to Nigerian
community) each woman received an invitation andtwe the celebration (that day the

lesson was stopped because there was no students).

During my lessons, | have observed only one belawitat could hide some frictions

among Nigerian women who attended the course:wemen always sat in the same
places in the classroom. It was not a coincideaaeh woman had a well allocated seat
in the classroom and they did not want to changéwb events made me clear such a

dynamic: in the first case, there was an empty apdtl asked to the woman who was
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far from the other students to sit beside her olasss but she refused hotly to do that.
In the second case, there was just a small growgiuafents in the classroom. A girl

came later to the lesson and there were a lot gtyehairs where sitting, but she get
another desk and chair and sat in her usual patehe corner at the bottom of the
class.

Even though there are not clear answers to thoavimurs, it can be supposed that
women arranged their position in the classroom raiceg to some relationship of

hierarchy. As stated by the Italian social asststamorking in the association, the

course was attended both by madams and traffickisd g

4.4 Considerations

One of the most important findings of Nigerian mio@s shown by the Figure 4.2)
is that the madam plays a core role mainly in #e phase of the trafficking offence
and in the cell of the THB destination countrie®r tction in the other steps of the
THB process is usually due to a mutual and bersfexchange with the headquarters
that is located in Nigeria: In this context, theadam plays the role of the mediator.
Such a female position within Nigerian traffickitoysiness has been confirmed by

informants’ words:

“The madams are at the heart of the exploitatidis ae the countries of destination of
the victims of trafficking. ... The madams do not dienall the traffic, only the
individual victims. In this context, they can alkave considerable managerial power
and represent an entire geographic area, or thgyhaee developed a network that
enables them to rapidly transport victims over wiwle Italian territory. However,
within the system | described, it is clear that thadam must maintain a strong
relationship with the central structure in Nigeri@hat is, with that part of the
organisation that systematically finds and trantsptbre girls” (Interview no. 23).

In this contribution is recognised that the madanva to play a leadership role in the
exploitation phase but she is not regarded as tbst important actor in Nigerian

international criminal networks.

According to the words of informants, Nigerian ariad model is established on bonds
but the existence of a distinctive and consoliddéedale net among madams in lItaly
remains unknown. It is clear, however, that the afseetwork links makes up Nigerian
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criminality in each step of THB offence. Thanksstach networking ability, trafficking
offenders are able to overcome the geopoliticalbia: as Leman and Janssens state
(2013), a Nigerian madam in Belgium can get contfolictims in Spain or Norway,
and a Nigerian madam in Spain can send a girl tgitd® to work for her but under the

supervision of the madam in Belgium (159).

Regarding the Nigerian networking, the ethnic comities and Churches located in
Italy provide to the criminals spread and well bbshed network links across all the
country.

Looking those social milieux - where traffickingf@fders live close to their victims -
the reasons why madams allow their trafficked womeesitend African communities in

Italy become very clear: in those social settiriigis more likely that trafficked women

come to accept their role of prostitutes and agopstitution and violence as ordinary
models of life.
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V CHAPTER

From Trafficked Woman to Madam. An Analysis on Vertical Mobility in
Empirical Cases

“During an interview with a young Nigerian woman evlattended a protection
program for victims of trafficking, | [the reseamst asked her something about her life
in the street but she always replied me in veryeganterms: «Somebody brought me
here, in Italy» or «l was for a period in the steee at the end of the interview, | had
the chance to do a little walk with the woman. Werevboth the same age and far from
home. A friendly conversation started about our ifi@s and origin cities. At that
moment, she finally told me: «I was scared you wdrib ask me about the street. ... |
want just to forget»” (from the interview no. 12).

A permanent feeling of fear regarding traffickingperience and its criminals is
instilled in many Nigerian women who have beendurgo THB. This feeling of fear
stands out as the main tool that traffickers usdesml victims to comply with the
trafficking criminal system (Beneduce, 2009). lort of such anodus operandgia
deeper analysis on the way how trafficked womeerahie trafficking business must be
done.

With this purpose, the chapter describes Nigeriamen's life in Italy when they hold
the female roles of the trafficking hierarchy: (e trafficked woman, (2) the
independent sex worker, and (3) the madam. Thrdbghanalysis, women’s career

path in the trafficking hierarchy is finally poimteut.

5.1 On the Street as a Trafficked Woman

In this paragraph, the reasons that make truedh@ning statement are analysed:
“The victim of trafficking is a person in a statéwalnerability and with a capacity of
self-determination annulled or seriously limitedihterview no. 23).
As reported by several Nigerian trafficked womd arrival in the destination country
corresponds with the beginning of the exploitagprase. Once women arrive in Italy,
they are taken to apartments where they will limear the direct control of the madam

who will make clear the nature of their job and éxact amount of their debt:
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“She [the madam] took us to a house that she hatéddor us. After three days, C.

brought us some very short and skimpy dresses. 3kiedaher the reason for this and
she answered by saying that we knew very well viight at that moment she told us
that we had to sell ourselves on the streets. Séiwaoed me and gave me a box of
condoms. (quoted in UNICRI, 2010, case 0.0).

“Some girls were brought to Italy by Nigerians w@mised them a better life and a
honest work such as beauticians, baby-sitters bs jm the tourist sector. The
overwhelming majority of these girls fall into tpeostitution rings” (interview no. 24).
According to some social workers and Nigerian wosiaaccount§’, a number of
trafficked women are actually aware about the sexatre of the job that they have to
perform once arrived in Italy. These women usualbcept sex work because are

fascinated by the chance of an easy life and @aébgtture perspectives.

“Nigerian woman knows what kind of work she hadtin Italy...then, when she is
around 30 year old she will manage her own busir&ggrview no. 4).

“The majority of women know she will work in theegt...this does not mean that they
are not victims...some of them end to be killed amled alive” (Interview no. 16)

“It needs to acknowledge that Nigerian women follbweir project of migration. In this
context, they are assertive on the traffickinghihk that the typical question: “are
women aware about the sexual purpose of trafficking is a stupid question. It is not
important whether women were aware to end workmthe sex market before leaving
Nigeria. What is important to know is whether thesemen are now exploited and
victimised” (Interview no. 17).

Even for those women who choose to come to Italywkng of being employed into
prostitution, indeed, the arrival coincides withe tdiscovery of very low working
conditions and harsh living standards; each thadficwoman experience a period of
slave-like conditions which can be more or lessrgltime based on woman'’s ability to
profit thanks to prostitution (the forced labounsurom two to three years). During this
period, women come to know several types of thateption and psychological and

physic violence caused both by (1) the street putistin and (2) the madam’s authority.

(1) Therisks of a life in the street: a focus on Italian clients. Street prostitution is a

high-risk activity where beatings, rapes and thafesextremely common. According to

" The hypothesis that some of trafficked women avara to end in the sex market of the destination
state was assumed by all the interviewees forésisarch.
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the Italian Association of victims and ex-victim$ lmuman trafficking, at least ten
Nigerian women who worked as prostitutes were dilie 2012. These data are
confirmed by true stories reported by NGO and lowlspapers: for instance, from
2011 to 2013, at least three episodes of seriooiende against Nigerian prostitutes
were observed in the city of Palermo. In 2011,tahain client killed a young Nigerian
woman, named Favour, and burnt her body. The girked as a prostitute to pay off
her debt but she was looking to leave the stremtk to the help of her Italian fiancé.
In February 2012 the body of another Nigerian piutet was found near a waste
container in Palermo city centre, and in 2013 theese other very violent attacks
against two Nigerian prostitutes.

A high level of violence against Nigerian natiogabup has been recorded also by law
enforcement officers who have found clear eviderafeeepeated violence by Italian
clients against Nigerian sex workers: “a group ckiéa her [a Nigerian girl] and
tortured her with the neck of a broken bottle” (Rari2003: 77).

According to some scholars, these violent behagi@gainst Nigerians are due to an
alleged ethnic superiority that is rooted in thierdis’ ideology (Di Nicola et al., 2009;
Prina, 2003):

“Africans are cheaper. The more beautiful girls amere expensive and they are
generally Moldavians or Romanians ... well you knowblacks are dirty ... so you are
not happy to go with an African. It's not a mattérracism” (quoted by Interview no. 8,
in Di Nicola et al. 2009).

“Eastern Europeans are much cleaner. Africans ndidler... In my opinion, also
punters who go with Africans are hygienically rottgecause of their mental state or for
other reasons” (quoted by Interview no. 1, in Dida et altr., 2009).

According to one of the ex victim of traffickingsdke Aikpitany, the explanation of
clients' attacks against Nigerian women must becked in the way how Italian clients
perceive their going to black prostitutes. In Atlgoy's view, clients often see
themselves as social executioners who must punigbafA sex worker because she is

black, prostitute and a foreigner:

“Sometimes Italian men say bad words while theyergpu...they tell you: bad
nigger...What hell are you doing here? Stand in undar at your home! I'll show you,
filthy whore! Why do you come here? Go back in fitvest with the apes” (Maragnani
& Aikpitanyi, 2007: 75).
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Among the most common types of violence that Nagerwomen suffer on Italian
streets, there are the group attacks. These duleassaults show in turn the tendency
of Italian men to use prostitution as a male fumawe with a group of peerdn“Bari
you go there, even without a car, under a bridgeh wome friends and spend some
time. Twenty euros and that's &juoted by Interview No. 13, quoted in Di Nicolzaa¢
2009). Group attacks against prostitutes are de=ttrin Aikpitanyi’'s biography when
she speaks about her experience on the street: daihg rape occurs. Often. Three or
four guys arrive and pick you up by force. You lueky to get out alive...the first rape
is most difficult to overcome. But you take comfdhinking you are still alive”
(Maragnani & Aikpitanyi, 2007: 75).

In this regard, some observers have highlighted ¢o#ective violent behaviouf®
against black prostitutes are due to a strong kb@a addressed to African people that
is well spread in the Italian society. This racighilosophy becomes much more
stronger when it is addressed to sex workers becpusstitution itself is culturally
refused: people see the female sex workers asptoromen who have no inhibition
and who are guilty for the morale decline of theisty:

“Often sexual intercourses happen on the streets..sge half-dressed women who
make sex in the streets...It is an outrage for pédpieerview no. 2)

“[F]or long time in some suburban area close toe@as local people exhibited a kind
of superstitious and childish curiosity towards &tign girls: people threw stones
against the girls to see the colour of their bloogust to see them crying. It was a kind
of sadistic fun” (Interview no. 16).

“Nigerian women are often regarded as ugly, ding dad people...here ‘Nigerian

woman’ is synonymous of prostitute” (interview A®).

In addition to racist behaviours against black peoghe researcher’s informants have
reported that now a stereotyped image of prostaéista Nigerian and black woman is

very spread in Italian culture.

African women are perceived by the Italians asloimeest category of prostitute. Their

low value is confirmed also by their prizes in tloeal sex market: while a sexual

® However, Nigerian sex workers are brutalised digotheir own fellow citizens who vent their
frustrations for their poor working and living catidns attacking the lowest and weakest level ciety:
the black prostitute (Bernardotti, 2007).
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intercourse with a white girl is paid around 3058 euros, the same with an African
woman is usually paid 15, 10 or even 5 euros (mesetreets of South Italy such as the
Domitian area). This is explained because Africaxrmmarket is addressed to the lowest

social classes:

“Nigerian prostitution is directed towards the lewd of the market...it is symptomatic
of the fact that they are in the suburbs, they hawer charges therefore even the
clients belong to the lower end of the customePsin@, 2003).

Because of the obvious abusive nature of sex wwdmen prostituting themselves
often suffer physical and psychological trauma. Agdligerian sex workers there is an
high rate of occurrence of sexually transmitteccdses (HIV/AIDS) and of damage to
the vaginal tract due to unsafe abortions and modegMaragnani & Aikpitanyi, 2007;
Beneduce, 2002; Pisoni et altr.,, 2008). In addjtitms group of sex workers suffers
from chronic fatigue due to poor nutrition, druguab and sleep deprivation. Their very
poor working and living conditions often affect thepsychologically: they exhibit a
number of problems from chronic anxiety to schizepic episodes (Ebegbulem,
2012).

(2) The madams. a multiple subjugation. In addition to all violence that women
experience in Italian streets, trafficked women aften threatened, beaten or even
killed by their madam and her collaborators (susttteemadam black’s boy8 or the
madam’s favourite). The madam uses coercive meamards her trafficked woman
when the woman does not accept her authority (@fysing to work as prostituf8) In
such cases, the madam calls on some actors whiotddfer authority and have the task
of coercing the trafficked girl until she gives to their pressure: “She [the madam]
started treating me very badly; she beat me updishehot give me food for days at a
time. Once, she locked me in the house for thrgs daa row giving me only coffee,
milk and a few cookies (quoted by UNICRI, 2010:.58)

" The madam’s boy can be the madam’s boyfriend sb&nd or a simply black guy paid exclusively to
frighten or beat trafficked girls when the latter mbt respect their madam’s will.

8 Another very dangerous moment for the Nigeriaffiotked woman is when she decides to elude the
authority of her madam without, or even after, hgypaid off the debt. It happens especially thaokbe
help of a client or social service providers: itaiscrucial moment as the woman may experience the
madam’s revenge. A number of news stories in th#ath press reported physical assaults against
Nigerian prostitutes that ended with the violerattieof the victim.
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A higher level of violence is generally used by psrand madam when women have
just started to work in the street; at that mom#érg, madam obliges newcomers to do
very long work shifts. These women have no chancsatisfy their basic needs and
usually suffer of sleep deprivation. This particud@vice serves the specific purpose of
weakening women both in a physical and a psychcébdevel. All these constrictions
are aimed at not giving newcomers any time to ttabhkut what they are living on or
how they can react against (Maragnani & Aikpitar2d07). The pressing control of the
madam over her victims continue also when womernatteeir working place.

This massive control makes trafficked women alwafysid of speaking with people
who are not paying clients, especially with polatgcers or social workers (Pisoni et al
2008). All the reported devices, serve the finddgective to socially isolate trafficked
women: in fact, the higher the degree of socidhkisan of trafficked women exploited
in commercial sex work, the harder it is to freemiselves from the trafficking chains
(Bernardotti, 2007; Gargano et altr., 2009, Pisaraltr., 2008).

“Nigerian girls do no trust in people because thaye been betrayed by every one they
knew... they are actually surrounded by people wh&emaolence against them. (...)
The girls are extremely careful on what they sagalise they know that there will be
always somebody who will try to betray, abuse at them” (Interview no. 21).

In order to keep women under control, the madanallysdevelops several strategies
ranging from a false friendship with her victimsth® use of coercive means. Madams
use one or the other strategy (or both of thempedéimg on circumstances and based
on the way trafficked women react to their slaveonditions. What is clear is that the
madam know the importance of her role in the lif@er trafficked women and makes a
profitable usage of such a position of advantagetie newcomers, indeed, the madam
represents both the reference point to understatidn cultural codes and the future
guarantor for a career in the business of the TE€Bcerning this last point, the madam
uses her personal story of success to fascinateetvagirls and lead them to accept all
the abuses (in view of a future better life). Tétiategy is made possible because of the
dual role that madams play in the THB: she is uguwaformer trafficked woman who
made trafficking her own business. Aware of thidipalar position, madam can behave
in a tolerant and assertive ways to her victims yugh the aim at achieving their free

collaboration: for instance, the madam may dematestto be sympathetic with her
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trafficked women's poor living conditions on theognd that she has already
experienced the same troubles in her past. In gemel, through a false friendship, the

madam enforces her authority over trafficked women:

“The madam is a fundamental actor of traffickingeTmadam is the reference point of
the trafficked girl that is alone when arrives. tAé beginning, the madam receives her
girl in a friendly way and builds with her a relatship based on trust. Then, such a
relation becomes for the girl a kind of binding doslowly, the madam becomes her
persecutor” (Interview no. 19).
As stated in the words of the informants, the madamds to create for her trafficked
woman a living condition based on fear through saomsolidated devices that usually
are:
» The madam instils in her women the terror of beiggatriated by Italian law
enforcement agencies;
» The madam threatens trafficked women’s families wmwre simply, tell
trafficked women that she will do some harm totifemnily;

» The madam obliges women to undergo voodoo rites.

As reported in the victims' accounts, all these mmecsms contribute to the
marginalisation of the women in the host societijvamen efforts will be focused on
paying off their debts (UNICRI, 2010; Maragnani &kpitanyi, 2007; Prina, 2003): “I
could not flee because | did not know anyone amdndit know the language. C. [the
madam] reminded me that | had to repay my loan thad the time had come for
starting to pay back” (quoted in UNICRI, 2010, c&s0).

Also the lifestyle that Nigerian women conduct faly facilitate their social isolation;
once arrived in Italy, Nigerian women share the esdllat or room and continue to live
exactly as they did in the original courftryThey develop social interactions only with
fellow citizens (who are usually more or less iveal in the illicit trade) or attend
African Churches. Living in such a closed culturahtext, trafficked Nigerian women
have little or no chance to know Italian culturaterifestyle.

8several empirical studies (Bernardotti 2007, DNA2Dpoint out a certain tendency of this national
group to constitute a separated national commdirdty mainstream Italian society.
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5.1.1 The trafficking chains: The debt, the natamily and the illegal judicial status
After having analysed forms of coercion and viokenthat women forced into
prostitution suffer, some questions could aridéy do not trafficked women try to
escape from their persecutors? Why do they prastifoemselves for their traffickers
and then, after having paid off their debt, forriselves?

A possible answer to these questions has been fouhe state of vulnerability and the
consequent social isolation lived by the victimsthe destination country. Analysing
more deeply what socio-cultural characteristics duatribute to keep Nigerian women
linked to the commercial sex market, the followthgee elements stand out as the most
relevant ones: (1) the debt, (2) the origin fanaihd (3) their illegal judicial status.

(1) The debt. The debt is an amount of money that the traffickednan has promised
to pay back to her madam for travelling expenses thie security of a job in the
destination country. The total amount of the defutally varies according to the type of
travel performed (by land or air) and to other tatlkat madams or traffickers add
discretionary to the total amount. For instanceefasal of the trafficked woman to
prostitute herself can increase her debt, as wdbiuging clothes and food or the rent of

the woman's working place (knownjagt):

“Every ten days, | had to hand in all the moneythe madam and also add some
monthly expenses: 150 euros for housing, 50 fodfddO0 for the piece of the street
where | worked! | was beaten many times, even wibelt, because the money was not
enough” (“Message of Hope,” quoted in Giaretta 2(&L).

The madam penalises her victims in arbitrary wggu‘answered me in a bad way: pay
500 euro more”; “you did not act as | asked you0 Zuro”; “you have the phone

number of someone that | do not know: 100 eurdtetiew no. 23).

Before leaving Nigeria, women are obliged to accegéegal contract with a strong

binding nature where the total amount of the delot their working conditions are not

really defined. The debt usually exercises a strpagchological pressure over the
trafficked Nigerian women because it is usuallyeggrunder religious vows performed
by voodoo and juju rituals (see Chapter lll). Insthwvay, these Nigerian spiritual

traditions serve the trafficker's interests, makimnen more easy to subjugate:
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“In May 2004, the defendant, Constance Omorui, céma shrine where the second
witness, Omoruyi Idemudia, served as a native dogtee defendant informed him that
two girls were to take an oath in the shrine. Teeosd witness asked the two girls
whether they knew where the defendant was takieghthnd for what purpose. They
answered that they knew that the defendant waedakiem to Italy for the purpose of
prostitution and they would pay EUR 50,000 in Italfne girls took an oath not to run
away from their madam and to pay her the moneybdtegi by UNDOC database, 2006,
Attorney General of the Federation vs. Constance@ym).

“The debt has a contract value. The voodoo ritéohel the contract. It means that the
contract is made official through a religious ri{é&iterview no. 23).

Voodoo is a sanctified agreement which binds th@recting parties both at a material
and a spiritual level. During voodoo rituals, indethebaba-loa— the local priest or

doctor — invokes gods as witnesses of the pacttaliéicts some very personal objects
of the woman who takes the oath (such as pubie lwafingernailg: these objects will

be returned to the woman only when her debt idesetotherwise, the objects will be
used to harm her through the actions of evil spifibhterview no. 24). Through such
traditional rite, the madam gets a total controerowoman who has undergone the
voodoo ritual. Such a form of control differs frotimat used against trafficked girls
coming from Western cultures and, in several aspéstmore pervasive and intensive

one:

“Nigerian women are less segregated than womentladr cnationalities' victims of
trafficking. Nigerian woman's loyalty to the madam due to a form of cultural
conditioning, based on the voodoo, that makes hdewucontrol for the rest of the life.
It is a more devious form of blackmail” (Interviewo. 15).

Nigerian traffickers do not really need an appacdrck over girls as their obedience is
automatically guaranteed by the duty to maintaattght pact with the spirits and the
community, the interruption of which is a source didhonour and disgrace (Prina,
2003, 89).

Through voodoo, trafficked women find their own Exation for all the harm they
experience in ltalian streets: they consider vioéethey suffer as the punishment of

spirits? for not having complying with the voodoo patMany girls have gone mad. If

8 |n order to understand the women's trust in voodtomust be acknowledged that the recent adhesion
of the majority of Nigerian people to Catholic aRtbtestant religions has not resulted in a lodeadHl
traditional myths and beliefs which have been aslhfgb the new modern society and to Christian
practices (Pilotto, 2009). African people trusttbist voodoo rituals and official religions on twdfdrent
parallel levels (Pilotto, 2005, Prina, 2003).
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you stand on a street for 12, even 20 hours, youldvalso go mad. But when this
happens, girls think it's juju that is punishingth for what they have dohéguoted in

interview with Aikpitanyi, in Van Eisiedel & Caroline Pare, People and Powet320

(2) The family of origin. The family of origin of a trafficked woman can hodoh
important role in obliging woman to enter the ticking business and work in the sex
market. In the eyes of the majority of the Nigesiamafficked girls have a moral duty to
help their family members because they have haahhece to escape the poverty of
their native country (Interview no. 25).

The authority exercised by parents over their deargban be fully appreciated in the
light of two main characteristics of Nigerian sdgi@nd culture: (a) the female role
within the family and (b) the importance of kinshgnd blood ties in Nigerian
communities.

Even though the Nigerian society has a strong gratral structure, women are often
charged to guarantee the famdlysurvival. This entails in turn that women andsgare
more readily sacrificed for the family’s well-beinf)Young girls are brought up with
the idea that they must migrate in order to imprthes family’s living conditions and,
once they aré6 or 17 years old they are encouraged to leaveasndelivered into the
hands of the madam/sponsor” (Interview no. 6, qiotdJNICRI 2010).

Showing a strong sense of duty and devotion fofdhely, Nigerian women often send
home most of their income and continue to work liaspitution also after they have
settled their debts. They want to guarantee aceiffi living standard for their family

members:

“With this job | have made possible for all my brets to study and | have supported
my mother, so | am proud of being a prostitute”digual by Kennedy and Nicotri, 1999:
32).

“l promised to pay so | can’t run way. ... You musiyplt is an agreement. ... Yeah, it
is too much dangerous because | don’t want my fataikuffer, because | love them so
much. | don’t want them to stress. Let me say,ritycthe cross for them just like Jesus
Christ” (quoted by Van Eisiedel & Caroline Pare130interview with a Nigerian street
prostitute working on a Domitian street).

In addition to the family attachment, trafficked mvan can also be indebted to her

parents for having financed her trafficking venture

110



Some evidences of the nature of the control exauictsy the native family on their
trafficked daughter are provided by the followingcaunt of a Nigerian woman. This
story clearly shows the psychological pressuresmptace by the woman'’s relatives to

convince her to send home her earnings:

“Each time | phoned home | knew that something bad happened: My youngest
brother had been in the hospital, my father haah fieed and my mother was dying. |
was shocked. It was a really hard time for me:d&tmng time, | had been sending home
a lot of money but my debts had increased and wereh higher than when | had left
Africa. ... Then a friend who works as a hairdressent to see her parents who live
near my parents: When she came back, she told ateetlerybody in my family was
fine and that my father had bought a car” (Aikpyta?2011: 103).

In this case, the trafficked daughter was the rsaiirce of income for her relatives who
had become her exploiters. In this way, the triaéfiic daughter finds herself doubly
subjugated: by the family from one side and theamadn the other side.

Concerning family role in enhance trafficking, selestudies (Aghatise, 2007; Okojie,
2009; Prina, 2003) note how sending daughters dbnaa become a status symbol in
Nigerian families. In fact, the economic well-beitigat families with a trafficked
daughter achieve within their community encouragier parents to sell daughters to
traffickers and madams. In Nigerian society, theneftrafficking represents a chance at
financial security not only for the woman victimtkalso for her family which hopes to
improve its living standard with the aid of thefticked female child.

As this short analysis indicates, the so-calledhptectors that compel migration,

including harsh living conditions, clarify why caim social dynamics occur.

(3) Theillegal judicial status. The women lured into trafficking and into commelcia
sex work in Italy are largely illegal and thus theccess to civil rights and social
services is often extremely limited. As noticed Aygustin (2005), in the majority of
cases, these women do not have permission to viakyajob but rather they possess
false documents, tourist visas, or permission tkvad something specific that has been
stamped in their passports. It is clear that thesession, or not, of legal “papers” is an
extremely important factor from the point of vieWtbe migrants: it means the chance
for an equal standing before the law enforcementesy of the destination country,
which is obliged to provide forms of social assis&for foreigner citizens:
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“The health care service was good, but my docurasnexpired now. So | can not do
any kind of tests. | should renew all my documebtg,somebody told me that | have to
wait. | do not know why. When you renew the perralso you must renew a health
card. | do not know when it will happen” (interviews.11).

From another side, the illegal position of trafeckwomen is used by their traffickers as

a tool to increase victimslependency:

“The madam continued to instill fear in me, remiglime of the pact that had been
made with the voodoo ritual. ... She also cautionedwith regards to my illegal status;
that is a person who is not free and who, if stdpmethe police, risked being arrested
and then deported. The other girls didn't rebelther same reason” (quoted in Giaretta
2009: 63).

The illegal status is also one of the main reassomen exploited into prostitution
refuse to denounce traffickers’ violent behavioarso come into contact with social
workers providing forms of assistance: Nigerian veongenerally think that Italian law
enforcement agencies want to send back them torididgecause of their irregular
position.

As matter of facts, social service providers reploat Nigerian women who are affected
by some serious diseases avoid to go to the hospita their lives are seriously in
danger: they show fear of being denounced by hemdttkers and deported to their
origin country (Pisoni, 2008; BeFree, 2009; Aikpig 2007).

This behaviour demonstrates that trafficked womsually ignore their right to state
protection and they tend to regard all Italian ad#fs as individuals who want just to
harm them. Such a negative feeling against Itahiatitutions and generally towards the
Italians are fostered by two main elements: (a)y$yechological conditioning exercised
by the madam who strengthens the worsehias against Italian police and law
enforcement system): (b) the clear prejudice diaitapeople against Nigerian national
group.

The condition of illegal migrant lived by the vasgjority of Nigerian trafficked women
therefore enhance the social gap with madams - whally have legal residence

permits - and limits the women'’s chances to estae trafficking and prostitution.
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5.2 On the Street as an Independent Prostitute

Regarding the figure of the female offender in fickfng, Siegel (2011) has
identified three main categories based on the w&daygree of independence in their
management of the trafficking business and théatiomships with male accomplices:
(a) the supporters; (b) the partners in crime ahthe madams.
In reference to Siegel’s theory, in the followingragraphs, the life stories of several
trafficked women are analyzed. The main purpos¢hefanalysis is to describe the
crucial phases, or steps, through which the womewnenirom the lowest hierarchical
position in the trafficking business (the traffickevoman) to the highest position (the

madam).

As already reported, the madams play an imporw@lstin the stage of exploitation of
trafficked women, and some of them hold a leadprgiosition in the trafficking
business by supervising “every link in the prosit chain, from recruiting new girls
in Africa to putting them to work in brothels” ($iel 2011). A certain number of these
current madams were trafficked women in the paat thoved from a condition of
slavery to becoming the trafficking entrepreneurbe life stories analyzed here
demonstrate how such a vertical mobility may ocdar.the following account, a

Nigerian woman named Debby explains how and whybgltame a madam:

| had paid off my debts and gave a party. | madgftato my maman, who had been
very good to me. The following day, everything wbatk to normal: the rent, the food,
the clothes, the family in Africa. | needed monrayd | had no identity documents nor a
job. 1 only had my clients, and | started prosiitigtmyself again. Then, the maman
suggested | use my income to finance the journeg girl to Italy, who would then
work for me... | became a maman (Aikpitanyi 2010: 103

This anecdotal evidence shows that the most driiivee for the trafficked woman was
when she cleared her debts. At that moment, shetheasetically free to leave the
trade. When the woman decided to become a volurgasgtitute with the aim of
earning money to recruit new girls for the businessead of leaving, she climbed the
first step of an illegal career ladder.

This step is the starting point of the vertical migbprocess, as Siegel defines it, and
this step indicates that the formerly traffickednaan has changed hstatuswithin the

criminal network.
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In the account reported above, it is evident that mmadam of the trafficked woman
played an important role in the moving of the formietim to the organizational side of
the trafficking business. In this regard, it mustdonsidered that the madam is far from
being just an exploiter of the women; the madanealso the trafficked women’s
protector who teaches the women how to behavettr &re lucrative business. “There
are many pimps that when you [the trafficked womiaae paid the debt they tell you
‘Now you have to find your own money to do someghim Nigeria”(quoted in Prina
2003: 81).

The process driving trafficked woman to become rénga in crime typically starts with
a few small benefit that the madam allows for hdrig exchange for some additional

tasks:

The madam advances the position of a traffickedgimng her some additional task.
The madam tell the girl: 'Now you collect the mortbgt the other trafficked women
gain in the street, and | make you a discount amr gebt” (Interview no.21).

When the girl has almost finished paying off hebtd¢he madam says her: 'l see that
you have got a good head for business. | will lyelp to bring a girl here'. In this way,
the girl becomes an accomplice of the organizatioterview no.24).

Women's stories show that the trafficked women g&io their madams' trust are more
easily included in the trafficking business (Ailgnyi 2011; Maragnani and Aikpitanyi

2006); there are in fact a number of female figund®w help the madam in her
commitments, especially in overseeing traffickedsgimovements (e.g., the female
guardian®® or collecting their periodical payments: “She {ire story she is called C ]

said that she only was the cashier of the mamanlitteal in Nigeria and that she did

not want troubles. We had to give her the 35,000 e agreed to before the journey;
no further negotiations could take place” (quotetNICRI, 2010).

The madam's favourite is a typical example of #itkeed woman who has come to
terms with the trafficking system. The madam chedser favourite primarily for her

loyalty and for her success in earning money thinobgr work. Being the madam's
personal assistant and the other girls' wardenhedwo main tasks of the madam’s
favourite. As a result of the duty of overseeing trls on behalf of her madam, the

favourite achieves a higher status than the othestiputes, even though she must pay

8 The guardian is the madam’s favourite or a womam Was already extinguished her debt and is
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off her debts before entering the trafficking besi& The favourite generally
demonstrates a greater acceptance of the rulesaffitking and a high degree of
concurrence in the business’s inherent violencesaibgligation.

From a legal point of view, the madam's favouritesirbe still regarded as a trafficking
victim because what she does is carried out undessd and she cannot act for herself.
The former trafficked woman becomes an independexitworker only when she acts
neither in a state of vulnerability or manifest jsigiation (from interview no. 23).

In regard to the state of vulnerability of the wom&ho experienced trafficking, the
reasons why some of the women tend to resort to thadams to enter into the
trafficking business must be carefully highlight&lich reasons appear clearly in the
Debby's story, where the woman claimed that afterpaid off all her debts she did not
have any other chance for survival than contintingrostitute herself.

As a consequence of the long exploitation periodnynNigerian women often find
themselves socially isolated and completely degrivfeany means necessary to begin a
normal life. At this stage, their only option isliond with the madams. Such conditions
of deep social isolation and poverty make it eas\ttie former trafficked women to be

addicted to the system:

The transition process is gradual. It happens lsecdélobe woman is so inured to the
system that she is no longer able to complain. Waman develops a deep trust in her
madam. The madameturns the faith of the woman by giving her thepansibility to
control the other women. If this task is carried faithfully and effectively, the woman
is rewarded. (Interview no.23)

Trafficked women are often consumed physically psgthologically. These women do
not recognize any moral value and are unable taluwctna normal life. In these cases,
women usually become pimps. (...). It is very easywomen to fall into the trap and
accept to become a partner in crime because iasgcally the only chance to have a
comfortable life. The bond with their madams isdshen the expectation of a future
better life. Thus, the transition from victim torpecutor is easy to make (Interview
no.21).

As the reported empirical evidences show, duriregr texploitation period, the women
are typically subjected to a massive conditionifttdrives them to consider
prostitution and coercion as common tools to achi@conomic success. In the

following taped conversation, Eva, a formerly tickéd girl who was working as a

collecting the money to buy a girl and to startse#frworking as a madam.
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prostitute, advises Madam Esther on how voodoo ldhba performed on a newly
arrived trafficked girl:

Esther [the madam] asked Eva: “Should we do theieitaghe workplace or the girl?”
and Eva answered: “You know... the magic on the waitg has been done...the
magic on the girl is very important...so she will ¥afe from the police and she will
have many men” (...). The first time | came to Itdlisrought some sand with me from
Nigeria so that | could do the magic against thecpoYou have to do the same for
Mary” (Ordinary Court of Naples, Court of Assiz&dmofona Priscillavs. Italy, 2010:
70).

This conversation describes how the formerly tc&#d woman approved of using the
psychological mechanisms of subjugation appliedtty madam. Eva's consent is
partially a result of her cultural background, wetoodoo is viewed as a religious
ritual aimed at ensuring the safety of individudls.the perspective of a Nigerian
woman who intends to enter the trafficking industilye voodoo and the madam
guarantee safety and protection, and the policetlaadaw enforcement system of the
destination countries are regarded threats.

Such a psychological acceptance of the mechani$rmafficking is a main factor that
drives trafficked persons to become supporters garthers in crime over time, even
when they are still obliged to prostitute themsslviafficked individuals who consent
to the system prevent the break-up of the traffigkthain (DNA 2012).

The findings on the transfer of former traffickedmen towards the organisational side
of trafficking can be reported in Table 3.2.1 (l@loThis shows two intermediate cases
where characters populate the grey area: the mad@vourite and the independent
prostitute.

When women hold those roles in THB several diftiesl arise in understanding

whether, or not, they act in an independent wayfrémt of this issue, the self-

determination represents a relevant element inraeédentify the position hold by

individuals in THB industry.

Finally, the reported case of intermediate roles.,(ithe madam's favourite and the

independent prostitute) demonstrates two strikimayacteristics of Nigerian trafficking:
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» The relationship between a madam and her prostitsteambiguous and is

mostly based on the multiple roles played by thdamg(where she is both the

woman's persecutor and her protector)

» The recommendations provided by the maman autoatigtiextends the

trafficking business by advancing the ‘career’ dbamer victim.

No self determination

VICTIMS

Pzople who live a status
of vulnerability,
including the serious
20010-2C0N0MIC
conditions in the origin
country

Coerced
Threanad
Deceived

Supposed no self
determination

- Women 5" action are the
result of other people.
Therefore, she is not
redlly responsible for the
offences she comimits:

- difficulties to define if
wommen collaborate with
the clear intent fo move
toward the organisational

Madam’s favourite

Vulnerable
induding  the
3001 0-2C0n0mic
conditions in the origin
country

people,
s210U s

She is coerced or
threatened or deceived
by her madam

but exercises a “violant™
control over other
trafficked women on
behalf of her madam

- difficulties to define
whether woman is not
living a condition of

side of trafficking
Supposed self Ind ependent Prostitute | Woman can confinue to | Intent to bring in ltalv a
determination live in a condition of | women to exploit her

psychological
dependency from their
traffickers

wortk

vulnerability
Woman prostituting
herself because she
thinks not o have other
chances of survival
Self determination OFFENDER Organised in criminal | Intent to exploit the
network labour of other through
the means of coercion,
threat and deception
Table 3.2.1
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5.3 On the Street as a Madam

The two following paragraphs analyse two possilasitpns that the madams hold
in the trafficking business: (1) leader of the ficking business or (2) vehicle of other
actors who manage the business from afar.
Taking into account this distinction, the paragréphivided into two main sections. In
the first part, the figure of the madam as a lead¢he business is described: it focuses
on the madam’s profile, the locations from where thadams manage their business
and their relationships with the other actors pigya role in the three typical phases of
the trafficking: 1. recruiting, 2. transferring ai®d exploitation (see UN Trafficking
Protocol, Chapter I).
The second section analyses the life stories ofesomadams forced to enter the
trafficking business by other individuals involvedthe THB: these stories represent
unusual cases of the typical leadership madam. Hol such a case the madam is

regarded as an intermediate actor within victingpeutor model.

The Nigerian madams working in the business ofdonigy women to the Italian sex
market are often former illegal migrants arriveditaly in the’80s and 90s. In that
period, Nigerian women and their male sponsorsodis@d the possibility of earning
money through the prostitution in European cousiré;md they made it a consolidated

business over time:

“The madams are definitely former victims of trakKing who decided to do some
profits through trafficking. The business has eeduthem better living standards”
(Interview no. 19).

“The madams are prostitutes who made career...middam was born poor and has
became rich through trafficking; from an Africanipoof view, trafficking represents
their story of emancipation from the poverty” (Iniew no. 17).

“After suffering the violence of the trafficking @eess, the girls themselves become
madams” (Interview no. 23).

In this regard, Moscarelli (IOM representative lie fegal office) claims that the former
trafficked woman can be rightly regarded as a erahwhen she starts to exploit the
work of another person: at that point, the womaedapart in the trafficking offence
and she becomes a partner in crime (Interview @p. 1

Trying to draw the madam’s profile, it can be dfateat current madam have achieved a
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certain level of knowledge of Italian cultural bgeund and legal system. Thus,
contrary to trafficked women (who live in an illégadicial position), the madams are
usually legal migrants provided with a regular peron even with Italian citizenship.

The madams look to be integrated with the hoste$p@nd are often married to Italian

men:

“I knew many Nigerian madams: in the past they waten ignorant, greedy and very
violent women but now many madams apparently haveraal life. They are married
with ltalians who may not know about the busineksheir wives. They are normal
mothers and wives who, however, are embarked onefpdoitation of sex work”
(Interview no. 22).

As reported in the account, the modern madams aojdical coercion and have come
to terms with an ltalian lifestyle.

Generally madams are older than their traffickednn, around 30 or 40 years old and,
contrary to the prostitutes, look prosperous aradthe

According to other social service providers, a ¢gbimadam’s behaviour is to make
very clear her high social status. They behave wverblown manner, by wearing

expensive clothes or buying luxury items:

“You can easily recognise a madam from her behasiand manners...or more simply
by her clothes. The madam usually wears very expenglasses or bags brand”
(Interview no. 17).

“Ms A. is a real madam. You can tell from the wag salks and behaves, from the
clothes she wears ... from how everybody looks atamer respects her, she is a very
powerful woman. And very, very rich” (quoted in &t 2011).

The madam’s emphasis on their own richness semestbpe to motivate trafficked
women and to stress the madam’s authority ovexcadirs involved in THB industry. As

Siegel notes, this way of presenting themselvesthafects with regard to “reliability,

acceptance, and respect, especially when the matsrhad men working for them”
(Siegel, 2011).

By this brief analysis, it is evident that the m@aa authority over her trafficked

women is strengthen by two main elements: 1. bgalljudicial status and 2. her
economic wealth.

The relevance of this last factor can be fully ustwod in the light of modern Nigerian

culture that strongly stresses the importance ofigg a Western wealth level through
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any feasible means: “When you have money is nobrtapt how you get it, or if you
gained it prostituting yourself to Italian white meYou have money and you can do

whatever” (Interview no. 13).

According to some commentators, this cultural stiaaswealth at any cost is one of the
effects of those processes of modernisation anthgation that has affected Nigeria in
recent years (Carling, 2005; Lawal, 2011). Thisturel justifies in the eyes of the

majority of Nigerians the nature of the businessnpted by the madams and further

legitimates madams’ role and authority in Nigersaciety.

In the Nigerian female trafficking business, thedara may play a key role in the
management of the trade, from supervising every iinthe prostitution chaffi to
recruiting new girls in Africa or putting them toovk in street prostitution” (Siegel,
2011). As the accounts of Aikpitanyi report: “Madaiare the key. They are the main
actors in this exploitation. They force girls imgoostitution and ask for money to repay
the debt. They work with ‘brothers’; men who areclrarge of physically trafficking the
girls” (Aikpitanyi 2012: 101).

Contrary to this representation of an organisatistracture of the THB industry based
on the madam’s role, Mancini has noticed that tredam plays relevant functions
mainly in the final phase of victims’ exploitatiovhereas she does not hold a leadership
in the management of the whole business. Generalbgn be stated that the highest
positions in the organisational ladder of the trade covered by male actors (UNICRI,
2010). However, according to several eyewitnessbants, the madam can appear in
different stages of the trade: it depends fromsihke of the criminal group.

In many cases, in the phase of recruiting new ,ginhe madam plays the role of the
sponsor; i.e., the person who finances the jodrayd stipulates the agreement with
the girl by using voodoo rituals (performed by aditional priest). The sponsor and the
madam who actually exploit the girls in the dedtora country can be therefore two

8 As defined in the UN Trafficking Protocol (Chartr the trafficking in human beings is charactedis

by three main phases: (1) the recruitment of visti(®) their transfer, and (3) their exploitationlabour

or on the sex market.

% The travel costs range from US$500 to US$2,000documents and US$8,000 to US$12,000.
However, the madam usually charges her victims nigher prices and on arrival may request as much
as US$80,000.

120



different individuals who share the final profite. such a case, the madam in Italy is
called Italian madamand her degree of autonomy from Nigerian sponspemwids on
the circumstances: several studies have pointedauncreasing number dfalian
madamsworking for a female sponsor that manages all thsiness from Nigeria
(Interview no. 23). Contrary, other accounts shbat theltalian madamtends to buy
her girls from the sponsor and to work indepenge(@archedi & Bernardotti, 2007).

The second phase of trafficking (the transfer atims) is often performed by males,
known as trolleys or italos, who work for mamansponsors. The transfer is a typical
male job for the high risk that it involves, such@ossing the desert or the borders of
Arab and Islamic countries (it is clear that a nddieer has better chances to success).
In the trafficking business performed on a very ks@ale (with one or two members),
however, the madam travel herself with her girlsplane and stopping just one or two
times.

Finally, concerning the exploitation phase, the amdnanages brothels (in case of in-
door prostitution) or the trafficked girls’ streefork. When the madam needs to use
coercion in order to better establish her authaoigr reticent women, she relies on
Nigerian gangs specialised in such work (Carliraf)5f®.

Concerning to this last phase, recently, madamsv gboavoid their direct exposure:
they prefer to use a girl, often a mifgrdesignated in overseeing the other trafficked
women on their behalf. In such cases, the madaes liar from the working place of
her trafficked girls (in another town or even inglliia). Through this strategy, the
madams attempt to hide their key role in the bussrend thus to be less traceable as
real persecutors of women exploited in the sex ptgffkom interview no. 18). Contrary
to this low profile strategy, some madams contittube directly involved in the sexual
exploitation and to receive themselves the cliastsex workers (even when they have
other girls working for them): “I [the madam] separsonal example to the girls who
work for me. Some clients deserve special atten@aoa when | am around the whole

evening, why not join in the action?” (Oude Breatilal 2011).

8 The main collaborators or accomplices of the maedr oversees the operation are the sponsor and
traditional priest (in the recruitment phase), titedley or italos (in the transfer), and the blackbys (for

the exploitation of girls).

87 Madams choose minor girls because these lattenatoface severe penalties when accused of
promoting forced prostitution.
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Going beyond THB industry, madams invest their nyoatso in legal sectors; as a
matter of fact, in several Italian city centresr{iio or Genova) a number of little shops,
especially hairdresser’s boutiques, are managedNiggrians. These shops usually
provide services and merchandises (e.g., ethni@sjaequested by African people.

A large amount of profit coming from trafficking re-invested by madams and pimps
as remittances in Nigeria for important businesstwes: according to Friedel, the
remittances of madams have represented a kindrudtstal aid for the country and
especially in Benin City whole town districts haween built through such type of fund
(from interview no.15). In accordance with thiswjéAikpitanyi and Lawal state that
the madams’ remittance have financed Benin Cityvehsity and the local public
transport service (Lawal, 2011). Such a stratagieortance of madams’ remittances in
the growth of the country explains why Nigerian lamforcement has been reluctant to
take an effective action against THB (from intewieo. 15).

Analysing all madams’ tasks, it is possible toest#iat they are both main sponsors or
key contact for the Nigerians who want to live thmuntry and the main providers of

services for Nigerians living outside the country.

5.3.1 Unusual Cases of Madams

As previously mentioned, a madam can be a pasickadl woman who entered in the
trafficking system. Because a madam may once hagr h victim herself, she inhabits
the contradictory position of having experienced ttarsh living conditions and the
day-to-day problems of trafficked women, and nowtdbuting to such conditions and
problems. The madam's role becomes even more almhbivavhen she has not
completely overcome the state of victimization. &av life stories (reported by Isoke
Aikpitanyi, a former trafficking victim) are pecali cases in which the madam is
simultaneously victim and persecutor because sienself exploited and coerced by
others. In such cases, the madam is not so mucledder of a criminal group that is
involved in trafficking but a tool used by others ggerform criminal acts. When this
occurs the madam can be included among those agtmrspopulate the grey area of

the trafficking offence (boxkin the table below).
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Coercion

use coercion no use coercion Subject to

coercion

Vohmteer Prostitute Prostitute*

Prostitution
b)

Exploitation ©)

Madam’s
favourite*
d)

Forced
prostitution

Victim
Madam*

No
prostitution

In Isoke Aikpitanyi's mentioned collection of s&si of Nigerian women who

experienced trafficking, two stories of Nigeriandaens stand out. The first is the story
of a woman named Joan, who married an Italian affgeriod of exploitation as a street
prostitute. After the wedding, Joan’s native famabyntinued asking her to send money
to them, as she had done when she prostitutedihdissatisfy the insistent requests of
her family, Joan tried to traffic a Nigerian giithis attempt ended in her arrest and
imprisonment. In the second account, a trafficketl rgcounts the life story of her

madam, who was known as Patience:

She [the trafficked girl] informed me [Isoke Aikaityi] that Patience was her maman
and that all the money ended up in the hands oéfad’s father. Aided by her husband,
Patience looked after some girls on behalf of aéndr, but the profits went to the two
men only (Aikpitanyi 2010: 103).

In the end, Patience was killed by her husbandusecahe refused to prostitute herself.
In clear contrast with the figure of madam analyredhe previous paragraphs, these
testimonies demonstrate that the madam can besindd or even forced into engaging
in the trafficking business. In particular, Patieiscstory describes a highly peculiar
situation for a madam. Similar to her traffickedmen, she is exploited and coerced
into prostitution through physical and psychologie#lence. This new figure of
madam enslaved by other individuals makes much reerdent the importance to

carefully analyze each single experience of triiffig in order to highlight the
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relationships between the victims and offendersbdth of these stories, the women's
relatives play an important role in conditioningithyoung female kin to entering the

trafficking business.

5.5 Considerations

The difficulties in accurately defining the dividinlines between the characters
involved in Nigerian trafficking have been analys&be vertical mobility of roles and a
criminal system supported by formerly traffickectctins have been revealed as the
most important factors that delimit a large gregaarThat is, the characters involved in
trafficking may inhabit intermediate positions beem the two opposing figures of
victim and perpetrator, which is why it is difficub understand when characters act as
independent agents or, in contrast, are compelldsdrial obligations or other

individuals (such as parents or husbands).

In this chapter, the elements compelling traffickedmen to chose prostitution and
trafficking as a means of survival have been hgitied: i.e., the voodoo and juju

rituals, the family of origin, and the illegal jwil status.

All these factors serve to isolate the victims arake it difficult for them to contact the

officers (police and social services officers) wtan provide help. Such a state of
isolation and subjugation has been defined as tia reason trafficked woman are not
able to react to their persecutor and decide tdirmom to prostitute themselves after

having settled the debt.

Relating the vertical mobility of Nigerian womenside the trafficking career ladder,
two specific grey positions have been analysedntadam’s favourite and some cases
in which madams were coerced to enter the trafiigkiusiness. The madam'’s favourite
is a trafficked woman who helps the madam managéisness, thereby achieving a
higher status than the other trafficked women. Ha &nalysis of the figure of the
favourite, the trafficked women’s adoption of theées and objectives of the trafficking
business stands out as the most important elerttattprevent trafficked women from

breaking with traffickers.
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The two cases of madams who were coerced to dmetrafficking business clearly
indicate that the Nigerian trafficking system deswuts continuity and strength from a
modus operandhat does not allow the trafficked women to leadwe $ystem. Thus, the
victimisation of the trafficked woman may not endhathe payment of the debt to the
traffickers. As Patience’s case clearly demonsidtai women lured into trafficking,
slavery can become a permanent condition.

Using once again Table 3.2.1, a new grey area eatirdown, including those madams

forced by other individuals to engage in THB.

125



No self determination

VICTIM S

People who live a status
of vulnerability,
incduding the serious
socio-economic
conditions in the origin
country

Coerced
Threanad
Decaived

Supposed no self
determination

- Women s° action are the
result of other people.
Therefore, she is not
really responsible for the
offences she comimits;

- difficulties to define if
woinen collaborate with
the clear intent fo move
toward the organisational

Madam’s favourite

Vulnerable
induding the
300 0-economic
conditions in the origin
country

people,
Serious

She is coerced or
threatenad or decsived
by her madam

but exercizes a “violent”
control over other
trafficked women on
behalf of her madam

ade of trfficking
Supposed salf Independent Prostitute | Woman can confinue to | Intent to bring in Italv a
determination live in a condiion of | women fto exploit her
- difficulties to define psychological work
whether woman is not dependency from their
living a condition of traffickers
vulnerability
Woman prostituting
herself because  she
thinks not fo have other
chances of survival
Self determination OFFENDER Organizsed in criminal | Intent to exploit the
network labour of other through
the means of coercion,
threat and deception
Supposed self Madam forced by other | Organized in criminal She exploits the work of
determination individuals or network other people by coercion,

organised groups

threat and deception.

She 13 exploifed and
forced by others
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CONCLUSIONS

Based on an ethnographic methodological framewtbig,research has highlighted the
importance to read Nigerian THB industry by new rapphes which focus ogrey
areas Following this purpose, anylanicheanthinking related to Nigerian trafficking
phenomenon has been abandoned because dichotomyaepgs underestimate its
main characteristic: that is, a criminal model tlestds its former victims to take an
active part in a complex criminal plan.

As a consequence of sucimadus operandihe characters involved in trafficking hold
intermediate positions between the two opposingrég of victim and perpetrator. The
intermediate positions explain why it is difficati understand when individuals act as
independent agents or are compelled by other pgrsbims elucidates why sharp

dividing lines on THB phenomenon are not easy tdra&vn.

In order to classify the different roles that Nigerwomen hold in the THB offence, the
author has applied to the phenomenon the concemref area This term was
originally coined by the Jewish writer Primo Levie used the words “grey zone” to
speak about a group of prisoners who helped the gNerds operate the concentration
camp. In return for their assistance, the prisariicers, as Levi named them, achieved
a higher social status than the other prisonerss,Ttheir behaviour came to resemble
that of the Nazi guards because they used violageenst the other Jews and even
killed them. The prisoner-officers became persasuteven though they themselves
were imprisoned in the camp.

Like Levi’'s prisoner-officers, once lured into thiicit trade, Nigerian women are
exposed to a pervasive psychological conditionihgough which the traffickers
persuade them to accept their predicament. Thaleserstwhile victims are driven to
become partners in crime and independent agentstome. Such vertical mobility
upon the trafficking career ladder explains why eoaf these women hold middle
positions among the two opposing figures of viciind persecutor.
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In the case of Nigerian trafficking, the grey zosgopulated by those individuals who
were originally lured into the trafficking and nasentribute to operating the business
on different levels and in different ways, althoupley are still forced to work under
slavery-like conditions by their traffickers.
The concept of grey area and intermediate positjmmawide, therefore, some new
categories beyond those of victim and offender, amduseful to answer the research
question of this paper:

» How do the former trafficked women move from theeki position of the

trafficking hierarchy to gain the role of entrepeamr of the business?

On the basis of the data gathered by the intenasywa criminal model established on
three main organisational levels has been ascedaithe headquarters of the
organisation is placed in Nigeria, where the vistiane recruited. Then, the organisation
branches out in business units which provide lagibsupport for the transport of the
victims and their exploitation in the traffickingestination countries (Carchedi et al.
2007; Mancini 2009). The cells in Italy are resgibte for the reception of the victims
and the final exploitation in the local sex markitese criminal units are managed by
businesswomen, thmadamsor mamanswho are supported in the execution of their
tasks by their partners/procurers, or other majarés (such as thadack boy. These
latter are responsible for intimidating the trafBd women and controlling the working
place of prostitutes.

In the Nigerian criminal model, as described by tlespondents, three striking

characteristics stand out:

» The female leadership is usually confined to thgelan cells in the destination
countries, while the whole trafficking businessi@adled by male offenders.
The possible madam action in the other traffickatgps (women’s recruiting
and transfer) is caused by mutual inter-exchangjeitées between the cells in

Italy and the headquarters in Nigeria.

» An intercontinental net of criminal cells where leaingle local knot has got a
certain degree of autonomy, while remaining tiedhte group managing the

business from Nigeria,
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» A criminal organisation characterized both by amizemtal and a pyramidal
structure; the cells collaborate each other in zbotal plane and they are the

"pawns" of a hierarchical organised crime group

Even though the researcher’s informants live ified#int Italian towns, all them have

reported the same striking characteristics in Negecriminality andmodus operandn

the cells held by the madams. This finding suggéstisNigerian criminality reproduces

in each place a criminal schema that is strengthéxyean international net, thanks to
which each single criminal knot is never isolatedseparated by the headquarters in

Nigeria.

After having highlighted the general structure afjétian criminal groups, a further
focus on the internal structure of the cells inyltaas been argued. In order to analyse
women’s roles within the criminal cell, a doublesgntable based on two relevant
variables, i.e., the coercion and the exploita(loased on the definition of trafficking
offence as provided by UN TIP Protocol), has besedu What comes out from this
table is the career path of trafficked women wheovimg from victims’ status to
become madams. Based on the chances for individusdsl in the trade to self-
determine their actions and lives, these followpugitions in the trafficking industry

have been outlined:

The victim whoever is lured in trafficking by means of threa use of force or
other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, deceptibe abuse of a position of
vulnerability or the receiving of payments or betsefo achieve his/her consent
of being controlled by another person, for the pagof exploitationNo self

determination ;
The Madam s’ favourités a trafficked woman who is coerced or threateaed

deceived by her madam save for exercising a “vibleontrol over other
trafficked women on behalf of her madaBupposed no self determination);
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Independent prostitutevorks for herself in the sex market with the irtei
collecting enough money to bring other women iyl@nd exploit their work
(Supposed self determination);

Offenderis whoever recruits, transports, transfers, habourreceives a person by
means of threat or use of force or other forms adrcion, abduction, fraud,
deception, the abuse of power or a position of endhility or the giving or
receiving payments or benefits to achieve a pessoahsent, with the aim of

exploiting the persorsglf determinatio)y

The madam influenced or even forced by other iddais to enter trafficking
business. In a case such as this, the madam tbenédader of the criminal cell
but is a vehicle for somebody else’s criminal atsioWwhen the madam finds
herself in this circumstance, she may be forcedotdtinue to prostitute herself

(Supposed self determination).

Thus, the study has highlighted three main charsetbo populate thgrey areain the
THB offence, i.e.,; 1) the madam s’ favourite; B tindependent prostitutes; 3) the
madam who is forced by others to partake in thénegs.

As stressed by the respondents, the above mentiwmréidal mobility process begins
when the madam encourages some of her traffickedenao start their own business
by bringing themselves women in ltaly. Basicallyhem a former trafficked woman
becomes a prostitute, clearly aiming at earning eyoto recruit new girls for the
business instead of leaving, she has climbed tise dtep of the illegal career ladder.
This means, indeed, that the former trafficked worhas changed her status within the
criminal network. She becomes a real partner imeriwhen she starts to exploit the
work of another individual. At this point, this wam must be regarded as a offender of

trafficking.
All the interviewees have emphasised sacmodus operandas a tricky and subtle

strategy used by traffickers to keep their victsilent and to make them accomplices of

the business over time:
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“When the girl has almost finished paying, for exden5 thousand Euro, theadam
says something like: « | see that you've got a dezatl for business. I'll help you bring
a girl here ». This is before the girl has paidtladl debt. In this way, the girl will not be
able to report thenadamin the future. She becomes an accomplice of tharozation.
The girl is made to take another oath that is shlenat reveal anything. We tell the
girls not to do this because it means they arsdinee as thmadams’ (interview n.24).

“It happens because the woman is so inured to ¥iséem that she can not even
complain anymore. Instead she develops a deepitriisrmadam Themadanmreturns
her faith bygiving her responsibilities for control over otheomen. If these tasks are
carried out faithfully and effectively, the womanrewarded” (interview n.23).

The analysis has pointed out the reasons why Nigdrafficked women regards this
illicit trade as the only feasible career: i.e) (lae poor living conditions and gender
inequality in women’s native country who cause thenseek a better living standard
elsewhere and to migrate at all costs; (b) the pspgical and symbolic control
exercised by madam through the debt agreed inioaBgituals (e.g. juju and voodoo
rites), as well as the (c) trafficked women’s ikégudicial status in the country of
destination does not enable them to take legabasti

After having experienced street prostitution, Nigerwomen are so physically and
psychological consumed to the point that it is veéifficult for them to find a way to
escape from the traffic chains. After the long pési of exploitation, what remains to
trafficked woman is only the bond with her madanmows often the only individual

who assures her certain future earnings.

The social milieuwhere trafficked women inhabit after their arrivalltaly has to be
added among the elements that play a key role épikg them tied to the trafficking
system. My experience as an observer in a Nigecammunity, as well as the
interviews, have highlighted the role of Nigeriamanunities and Brotherhoods in Italy
in supporting the traffickers’ business. These iethmicrocosms reproduce in the
countries of destination some aspects of the Nagesultural background and networks:
in such social settings, trafficked women are Uguarnessed and kept under control
of madams, pimps and traffickers. In fact, the éadof these communities (e.g.
Nigerian priests) encourage the trafficked victimsccept their role in the sex market,
or even to adopt it as an ordinary tool to earn @yon
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In this regards, the respondents have outlined W& redevant trend in Nigerian
criminality: that is, the decrease in the usagepbysical violence perpetrated by
traffickers towards their victims, in favour of neopsychological and symbolic means
of coercion (including the voodoo and juju ritual$)e main consequences due to those
new strategies and to less hierarchal relationsdmpsng the actors of Nigerian criminal
cells are that:

» The former trafficked girls are more easily led take part in the trade as
partners in crime;

» The grey areas in trafficking offences and the meiddle are broadened

In conclusion, the main contribution of this reshais to stress the complexity of the
Nigerian trafficking phenomenon, highlighting a peducing and female oriented
criminal model whereby former trafficked women beeo partners in crime of the

female offenders.

From several sides, this phenomenon resemblesetsdtial snowball effectvhere
people get in touch with organized crime activitieough their social relations and, as
they proceed, their dependence on the resourceshef people gradually declines;
subsequently they choose their own ways, generaivg criminal associations, and
attracting people from their own social environmeahd the story repeats itself
(Kleemans and Poot, 2008: 76).

The analysis of this distinctive aspect of the Nye criminal model may suggest a
way to shatter Nigerian trafficking, namely by aliog trafficked women to partake in
the business. Even though the Nigemaodus operandis generally acknowledged by
NGOs and social service providers (that work in gbetor), it has been little debated
and analysed in the Italian research at an acadewet Thus, this study represents a
starting point in order to encourage further ethrapgic studies to enquire on the issue.
In this regards, the Nigerian communities and Bzdibods still represent unknown and
closed social settings that may hide a relevantbeuraf data on the phenomenon.

To better understand what role Nigerian communig@gad across all the country play
in the THB industry, other fieldwork studies must done; These studies will allow to

compare the different Nigerian groups in ltaly,itrtéfferent degree of concurrence in
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the THB offence, and the reasons why they are tal@& environments for illegal
businesses.

Following these purposes, an ethnographic reseamthodology represents the only

research path to access those social groups antifydtae multiple facets contained in
each story of trafficking.
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ANNEXES

ANNEX |
Interview with David Mancini: Public prosecutor #te Court of L'Aquila - Criminal

section

Notes:

David Mancini followed the investigation SHAEL Bnded with the conviction of five
Nigerian citizens who was found guilty for the ofées refereed to in articles 600-601
and 602 Italian penal code.

The interview took place at the Court of L’Aquileemises, on 9 May 2013, L'Aquila.

Interviewer: How would you define the organizatibrstructure of the syndicates
trafficking in Nigerian women?

The structure of the criminal syndicates traffigkiNigerian women is a network of
cells. When investigations are carried out thordyigh seems clear that there is a kind
of "mother house" of the criminal organization irg8ria. The victims also originate in
Nigeria.

The control centre for the trafficking is almostvals in Nigeria, where the leaders of
the criminal organization live. The organizationenhbranches out and provides
logistical support both for the transport of thestwhs and for their arrival at the

destination and subsequent exploitation.

Obviously, depending on the type of transfer inedly the situation can change
substantially: air travel is very rapid; overlam@wever, is much slower and complex.
There may be many borders to cross through, fomgl& Niger, Mali and Libya. At
present, travel by land is diminishing. The routes have changed: lately traffickers
often choose to pass through Spain.

The routes are defined by autonomous groups, lyal in concert with the criminal
organization. The travel arrangements for the wistiis in fact run by groups from

different ethnic backgrounds, often it is citizesisNiger or Mali or even nomads who
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take charge of one section of the entire trip. Byiroverland journeys, victims, once
they arrive in Libya, may already be subjectedrforced labour or sexual exploitation.
Air travel is clearly much faster. On arrival thexee small or medium-sized cells that
manage logistics, i.e. reception and accommodatiothe victims and, finally, their

sexual exploitation. The victim may also be transi@ from one place to another within

the country of destination and therefore from oseléto another.

I: What exactly do you mean by "cell"?

The cells are groups with a considerable degremutinomy from what | have called
the headquarters: the relationship between thearell headquarters is one of mutual
benefit. The headquarters provides the cell witlnen for exploitation, for which a fee
is paid, or better, a down payment or lump suntHerservice.

The way the victim is exploited then depends oncilkin question.

Very often, in the typical structure of Nigeriarganizations, the victim is 'managed' by
a madam supported by her partner/procurer or other majerés. These are mainly
responsible for intimidating the women, controllithge territory and accompanying the
victims to designations. Obviously, this type ofppart is critical to themadam's

control.

I: In your opinion, then, does the Nigerian criminanderworld have a pyramid
organization structure?

No, not really. In fact there is no hierarchicabstdination between cells and the
headquarters, although there is certainly a sodepiendence in as much as the cells
rely on the headquarters for supplies of new girls.

They are the raw material of the business. If #sadguarters does not ensure the supply
then of course the individual cells are left withotlhe ability of cells to have many
women at their disposal depends on their abilitpag the headquarters quickly and in
full.

The headquarters is therefore in Nigeria for a v@mple reason: it is the place of
origin of a huge pool of desperate people, who lislige in very precarious conditions
and critical poverty.
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Also, bear in mind that the Nigerian state isslefly, in some ways, "tolerant” of some
forms of trafficking and offers no judicial supptetthe countries of destination who try
to take action...

I: Could this approach by the Nigerian State be tlueconomic interests, such as the
considerable remittances sent home by the madams?

Certainly there are interests at stake. There avbkably influential figures involved in
this traffic.

I: In the structure you described, does the madaerate alone in a kind of "third
level"? | mean in the final phase - exploitatiortloé women?

In a sense, yes. | have spoken in the past ofrd thvel in trafficking networks.
Certainly there is a criminal network that handlesruitment' of the victim and the
travel arrangements to the country of destinatamvédnces of money, contracting debts,
etc.). All of these activities are carried out frohe top of the criminal organization in

Nigeria and is very much standardized.

I: That is, the ringleaders are responsible for theanagement aspects of it?

Exactly. To generalize, you can say this about difeerent levels of trafficking:
management is carried out from the top of the erahbrganization. This is also the
level that is, by its nature, the most organizeaer, at the next level, there are groups
of different ethnic backgrounds who are involvedhia movement of women over long
routes. Their work depends on the commissions tkeegive. Finally, there are those
who receive and exploit the victim. These, in tlasecof Nigerian trafficking, usually

have a clear ethnic connotation.
I: And within this criminal chain, where you woydthce the madam? At which level?
The madamsare at the heart of the exploitation cells in tbentries of destination of

the victims of trafficking.

So they are never found at the managerial levét®fting?
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The madamsdo not handle all the traffic, only the individuattims. In this context,
they can also have considerable managerial poweregpresent an entire geographic
area, or they may have developed a network thablemahem to rapidly transport
victims over the whole Italian territory.

However, within the system | described, it is clé@at themadammust maintain a
strong relationship with the central structure ilgddia. That is, with that part of the
organization that systematically finds and trantptire girls.

I: Coming back to the Nigerian cells, would youapef a network among madams in
Italy?

No, to say a network would be too formal. Certaithere are communities of

Nigerians. It is inevitable that within them thexél be contacts and conduct that are
criminal in nature. This also happens because dharunities are strongly marked by
ties of kinship: for example, if madamwere involved in trafficking and needs to move
a girl (because she has shown signs of insubordmaind could go the police), she
contacts a relative within a community in anothiahan city, move the girl and remain

free of suspicion.

Take another example: in a case that came to taatrinonth, the victim in question
had serious health problems, she had had a misgarand was admitted to hospital in
Milan. From there she was moved to Abruzzo on #@of a kinship tie between the
madam'spartner — who was involved in 'managing’ the girland those who received
the girl in Abruzzo. So these are the types ofagitun that arise. It is undoubtedly true
that a foreign community always creates a rich netvof contacts and acquaintances in
the adopted country.

I: What do you think of these communities?
Well... they're particular. All foreign communitieseamelting pots or gathering places,
where all things are possible... and there is amitable promiscuity where threadam

lives alongside the girl-victim ...
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I: But do you think communities of this type inabiy lead to criminality? For example
that in some circumstances the victim may be iadlito think that prostitution and
trafficking are in fact normal ...

That's what many Nigerian women think after beingjscted to the whole process of
trafficking and violence. Some switch sides andum becomeanadams The woman
realizes that she has been exploited for a long &imd decides that it is finally her turn
to reap the rewards. She then goes over to theniaegenal side of things, namely to
exploiting other women. With the help of her m&dam she may contact the
headquarters in Nigeria to get a woman in exchdogan up front deposit. This was

shown very clearly from investigations.

The transition process is gradual. It happens lsscdloe woman is so inured to the
system that she can not even complain anymoreeddsthe develops a deep trust in her
madam The madamreturns her faith bygiving her responsibilities for control over
other women. If these tasks are carried out fdithfand effectively, the woman is
rewarded. This a time of "limbo". From a legal gawfi view, however, the woman is
still justified, because what she does is carrietl inder duress, where the person

cannot act for herself.

It is then, however, that the woman begins to thdifferently ... and when she can free

herself from hemadam she may even be able to start exploiting others.
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ANNEX I
Interview with Vivian Wiwoloku: Nigerian priest belging to Waldesian Church,
representative of the Nigerian community in Paleramal founder of the non-profit

association "Pellegrino della Terra" ("Global Pilgn™).

Notes:

Pellegrino della Terra assists foreign women whme \actims of trafficking, helping
them to escape their plight and find a new placsoiety.

Father Wiwoloku has received numerous threats ftoenNigerian Mafia. He is not
currently given any special protection by the #alstate.

The interview took place at tlellegrino della Terraassociation premises, on 15 May
2013, Palermo.

Interviewer: Tell me about the Nigerian communityPialermo...

There has been a Nigerian community in Palermaiong time. Originally Nigerian
migrants came to Italy only temporarily, to stualavork. Most then moved on from
here to the north of Italy, looking for work. UslyaNigerians have only been able to
find low skill jobs, such as domestic help. Someraa shops, or started import/export
businesses.

Some girls who are now in Italy were brought byeothersons, promising them a
better life and honest work, as beauticians, béters or jobs in the tourist sector. The

overwhelming majority of these girls fall into tpeostitution rings.

I: Does the Nigerian community in Palermo do anyghio help these girls?

No, it does not collaborate.

That was the reason | decided not to try to tattiéeproblem any longer through the
Nigerian community. Each time I try to bring up théject | have been attacked. The
reason is simple: you can't discuss traffickingvofmen with those who run the
operation. It goes without saying that they seeg®an enemy. It's a never-ending

struggle.
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They spread rumours about me and try to discreéitfrar example, they tell the girls
not to turn to me for help because | will just takem to the police and they will be
expelled from the country. This is the way they kvor

These tactics have been highly successful in stgpyctims from approaching me. So

at this point | find myself in something of an ingga.

I: I imagine your position is even more complicabgdthe fact that you are also a priest
in the Waldensian church of Palermo. So you haveretteive members of the
congregation who are part of the Nigerian community

Yes, | do have to deal with many such persons.'s.aitifficult situation. Also because
no-one understands why | have to do what | do.

(at this point Father Wiwoloku stands and closesdbor of the room. In the adjacent
room there are two Nigerian girls).

It is very difficult because most of the girls whoe brought here to Italy have been
forced to sign a contract that requires them tofpayhe trip. The exact amount is not
specified at the time of the contract.

Before leaving, they sign this contract, in thesgrece of a lawyer and with their parents
as guarantors. The parents usually advance a sunoé¢y, selling a piece of land or
taking out a mortgage on the house. At this pdietdirls have no choice but to fulfil
the contract. The whole business takes on a léghlss Sometimes the girls are even
informed of how things really are. But, in any caey think they can make a lot of
money within a year. They see other people likentlneho have made money and they
say: "Why can't | do the same?"

You have to remember as well that in the area ille gome from the traditional
animist religion is practiced. The girls are tak®nthe traffickers to participate in a
voodoo rite that instils a kind of fear in them .€Titite is an oath in front of a priest, who
declares that if the girl does not completely pdlytbe debt an evil spirit will be
invoked that will kill her. The priest takes objeatlentifying the girl, such as blood,
nails or hair. These he can use to invoke thetsgnd direct it against the girl.

In this way, the girl is doubly bound: on the orandi, by a legal contract, on the other

hand, by the voodoo ritual.
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In order to help the girls, we first try to elimieathe fear they feel because of the
voodoo. For this we pray to the Lord. We tell theat to believe in voodoo. But, as you

can imagine, it's very difficult.

I: What happens when the girls arrive in Italy?

When the girls get here there is someone waitinghtem. These persons are part of the
criminal ring and have "bought" the girls. They raathe girls work inthe streets.
Usually there is someone to instruct them at filsit. of their documents are taken, they
are threatened, beaten, deprived of food for d@igey are told they have signed a
contract and that their parents are guarantorst\8hwce do they have?...

Also there is the whole question of "magic”. ltssidered ridiculous here in the West,
but we have to try to understand the mentality. @inks go on to the streets "armed".
For example, they use a cream on their bodies sarergood trade. The men who go
with them fall under their charm. Whatever they,dbk men will do. For example, I've
seen a man give a girl all his severance money.githéold me she had put a spell on
him.

Obviously not all transactions between clients ginid are like that. Some get married.
Some clients understand the situation and try ko tie girls get out of the game. Some
clients pay off the debt. The girls say to therooH, this is my situation, if you want me

to stop working the streets, help me".

I: Do the girls always feel obliged to pay off thebt?

Usually, yes. Some girls have fought back. Some hald theirmadamghey won't pay
any more because they've already given enough. ®eerethreaten to call the police.
Threat of official action is a powerful deterrentdriminals. And if they know the girl
has come here to Pellegrino della Terra, theytdle®re afraid.

I: Are these girls who refuse to pay threatenedheytraffickers?
I'll give you an example. There was a girl who veahto stop working the streets and
marry her Italian boyfriend. Her name was Veru. Sieeady had the official

permission to marry. She was taken from the steet burnt. It's still not clear who
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killed her. They say it was a client...but it's sate. Thenadamsoast about this. They
tell their girls: "look what happened to her! If yalon't pay something worse will

happen to you". You see the way it is?

I: Is there a wide network of madams in Italy?

Well, there are "confraternities". These confratees have created a network
throughout Italy. They are mostly men who collalberia the prostitution racket. But
there are also some women. This confraternity oaigid among the Nigerians who
studied at university. It's a type of mafia. Foraewle in Naples they act as
intermediaries between the Camorra andtadamsThey pay the protection money.
In Palermo, these men pretend to be the girls'rlmds and live off their earnings. In
fact, they work for thenadamsbecause they convince the girl to pay all of thbtdin
this way, the girls end up paying the pimp andrtheadamsit's a real trap. Once they
used violence against the girls, now they try '&dftmethods. Thenadamshave
learned that if they are nice with the girls, tllyn't get angry and don't make official

complaints. So it's just business as usual.

I: Do the girls themselves ever become involvetientrafficking business?

Sure. This is one of the tricks used by theadamsWhen the girl has almost finished
paying, for example 5 thousand Euro, thedamsays something like: "l see that you've
got a good head for business. I'll help you brirgjrehere.” This is before the girl has
paid all the debt. In this way, the girl will no¢ lable to report thenadamin the future.
She becomes an accomplice of the organization.githés made to take another oath

that she will not reveal anything.

We tell the girls not to do this because it me&ey tare the same as timadams

In short, themadamao longer use force on the girls. They understaadif the girl is
unhappy and is beaten often, sooner or later shgaevio the police. Now thenadams
are all sweetness and light with their girls. Treall them sisters. This is the real

criminal system.
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Faced with this situation, our problem, as an dafioo, is to give the girls an
alternative to working on the street. | can tryctnvince the girls to break free of
prostitution, but if there is no real alternativeat can | do? For their part, theadams

tell the girls that there is no other work. Thathe real problem.
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ANNEX 111

Format of an interview to a social service provider

Oria Gargano: representative of the non-profit eission “BeFree”, which provides
legal and psychological counselling services torthgrants retained in the Centre of
Identification and Expulsion in Ponte Galera (hd¢acé referred to as CIE).

1. How many cases of Nigerian trafficked women fiaue encountered as social
worker at the CIE?

4. What are Nigerian women’s physical and psycholgonditions once they arrive
in Italy?

5. What are living conditions of Nigerian women wdre retained in the CIE of Ponte

Galera?
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7. Do Nigerian women get in touch with individuakslonging to Nigerian communities

during their stay in CIE?
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12. Who is the madam?

13. Is there any form of relationship between treedlym and her trafficked women?
What kind of relationship?
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